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MONDAYS 
12:00pm Thought for the Week with Rabbi Jordy Callman 
3:00pm   Song Circle with Dan Yolles 
 
TUESDAYS 
10:00am Preschool Music with Dan the Music Man 
12:00pm This Week in Torah (Parashat HaShavua) class with 	
	   Rabbi Rick Rheins 
 
WEDNESDAYS 
3:00pm   Song Circle with Dan Yolles 
 
THURSDAYS 
10:00am Preschool Music with Dan the Music Man 
12:00pm Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Rick Rheins

JUNE 2020 | SIVAN/TAMMUZ 5780 
    CALENDAR                                                                  

WEEKLY STREAMING SCHEDULE

FRIDAYS 
10:00am Shabbat ShaZoom! with Rabbi Jordy  
6:00pm   Erev Shabbat Service

SATURDAYS 
9:00am   Shabbat Morning Service 
10:30am Shabbat Torah Study 
5:00pm   Havdalah for Young Families & Children 
8:45pm   Temple Sinai Virtual Havdalah with 		
	   Rabbis Rick and Susan Rheins 
*Please note: Havdalah will be at 8:45pm on  
June 6 and 13 and 9:00pm on June 20 and 27. 

JUNE PROGRAMS

SATURDAY | JUNE 6 
10:30am  Samuel Brodsky Bar Mitzvah Service 
 
WEDNESDAY | JUNE 10 
4:00pm    Lifelong Jewish Learning with Rabbi Callman

SATURDAY | JUNE 13  
10:30am  Ashton Cohen Bar-Mitzvah Service 
 
THURSDAY | JUNE 18  
11:00am  Healing Service 
 
TUESDAY | JUNE 23  
6:00pm    Virtual Annual Meeting

WEDNESDAY | JUNE 24 
6:00pm    Brotherhood, Bibles, and Beers  
 
FRIDAY | JUNE 26 
6:00pm   27 Hours with Temple Sinai:  
	   The Come Together Zoom-a-Thon

SATURDAY | JUNE 27  
9:00am   27 Hours with Temple Sinai:  
	   The Come Together Zoom-a-Thon 
4:30pm   Maya Ayres Bat-Mitzvah Minchah Service

SUNDAY | JUNE 28 
9:00am   27 Hours with Temple Sinai:  
	   The Come Together Zoom-a-Thon

Contact Lauren Bubis at 303.759.1827 or  
lauren@sinaidenver.org if you wish to change your mailing 

preference of future Keshers.

We are adding new online programming opportunities to our calendar every week! 

For the most updated dates and times, as well as information on how to join or view our online 
programming, please check our website at www.sinaidenver.org.  

 
Zoom links will be sent out via e-mail in Snippets and again on the day of a program.
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W e  m a y 
l o o k  f o r  
blessings in 
the things our 
eyes desire 

but God’s blessings 
are most often found in 
the hidden treasures of 
home and hearth.

RABBI RICK RHEINS 
    CLERGY                                                                  

THE THINGS WE LEARNED
There is a curious line in the Talmud 
(Ta’anit 8b):

Rabbi Yitzchak said: A blessing 
is found only in an object that is 
hidden [samui] from the eye. As it 
is stated: “Adonai will command 
blessing upon you in your barns 
[ba’asamekha]” (Deuteronomy 
28:8). 

Rabbi Yitzchak’s insight is based 
on a subtle word play on samui 
(hidden) and asamekha (your 
barns). His message is also subtle: 
that is, we may look for blessings 
in the things our eyes desire but 
God’s blessings are most often 
found in the hidden treasures of 
home and hearth.

This pandemic has made us more 
aware of the blessings that are 
waiting for us “hidden in plain 
sight,” in our homes and with our 
families and friends.

Indeed, I’m sure that not one of us 
will ever take for granted again the 
times we can visit with our loved 
ones. As soon as it is safe again, 
we’ll hug and embrace and kiss 
faces tearing with joy and relief. 
At meals we’ll talk and laugh so 
much that we’ll hardly notice the 
food. We’ll get on planes and travel 

The windows are pushed up to 
let in that fresh breeze, the doors 
are swinging open. Pathways and  
sidewalks are growing more 
crowded by the day with hikers 
and joggers and bikers, lovers 
holding hands (yes, holding hands!) 
and proud parents with strollers  
introducing their babies to the 
world. The roads have more traffic, 
the stores are starting to open, 
friends are tentatively setting up 
dates and weddings, namings, 
and B’nei Mitzvah are starting to  
reappear on our calendars. 

No, the COVID-19 crisis is not 
quite over. We’re still taking  
precaut ions,  making wise  
decisions, and washing our hands 
raw. We still give that person who 
just sneezed a quick look that 
says both “gesundheit” and “thank 
you for covering your mouth and 
nose.” (Of course, the look is most  
decidedly different when the 
sneezer/cougher did not cover up!). 
But we are also starting to see the 
first real hints of life moving out of 
isolation. No, we may not exactly 
get back to “normal” anytime soon. 
Then again, after what we have 
been through, “normal” just isn’t 
good enough anymore. 

Each of us has a list of the things we 
missed most during these months 
of sequester. The lists reflect the 
people and experiences we most 
cherish. In turn, the lists teach us 
important insights about our values 
and our choices. These are the 
lessons learned from the Spring 
of 2020, the crisis that forced us 
to see the world not solely with 
our eyes but also to gain a new  
perspective on life with our hearts 
and souls.

to see those 
who we longed to touch. We’ll 
look long into faces that we feared 
we’d never be able to see up 
close again. We’ll throw parties to  
celebrate delayed graduations, 
weddings, birthdays, anniversaries 
and B’nei Mitzvah. We’ll gather to 
remember those we lost and were 
unable to honor in a fitting manner. 
And we’ll pledge sacred oaths 
never again to take for granted our 
hidden blessings. 

When at last the crisis is over, we’ll 
sit together at services to celebrate 
life, love, health and faith . . . and 
utter the most heartfelt prayers 
not with words but with the simple 
acts of looking over at those we 
love, pressing gently on hands and 
sighing a deep thanksgiving to God 
that we really are here, once again, 
blessedly together. 

Ken yehi ratzon, May it be God’s 
will that we will soon be healthy, 
happy and together! Oh, how I 
miss my loved ones and how I miss 
each of you!

B’vrakhah, 

Rick 
Rabbi Rick Rheins
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RABBI JORDY CALLMAN 
    CLERGY                                                                  

IT’S WHAT YOU MAKE OF IT
Shakshuka is a tomato based egg 
dish. Its origins are complicated, its 
not as easy as saying that burgers 
are American and pasta is Italian 
(though that one is up for debate 
as well). In Maghreb, a region 
of Northwest Africa, there was a 
common dish called saksuka. It 
was made of cooked vegetables 
and either minced meat of sheep’s 
liver. Beyond Maghreb, there were 
tomato based stews popular all 
over the Ottoman Empire, includ-
ing the Turkish menemen, a tomato 
pepper stew with lightly beaten eggs 
that was similar to a thick omelet. 
Jews in the Maghreb region refer-
enced this Turkish menemen (and 
its other iterations from around the 
Ottoman Empire) along with their 
meat saksuka and began to cook a 
vegetarian version that for kashrut 
purposes was pareve, neither meat 
nor dairy. At this time, the Maghreb 
region began to call these variant 
dishes shakshuka as opposed 
to saksuka. There were always 
many versions of shakshuka; the 
Tunisians tended to make a more 
fiery, spicy shakshuka as opposed 
to the more mild flavor profile pre-
ferred by the Moroccans. Algerians 
served their version of shakshuka 
over a semolina flatbread.  Others 
opted for a hunk of bread ripped off 
the loaf to sop up the tomato sauce. 
As Jews from these countries began 
to immigrate to Israel, they brought 
shakshuka with them; when you 

immigrate to another country, you 
can only bring so much with you but 
your flavors and the recipes remem-
bered in your head and your heart 
weigh nothing and take up no space 
in your bag. Shakshuka became 
wildly popular in Israel as a break-
fast, lunch and dinner. It was a prac-
tical fit for the culture; kibbutzim and 
moshavim had large scale egg pro-
duction, it didn’t require much of a 
kitchen or fancy ingredients and it 
was easy, quick and cheap to make. 
And of course, it was delicious and 
filled your belly for a day of work. 
Shakshuka became a staple of Israeli 
cuisine, now most commonly made 
as a tomato base, often with cooked 
peppers, with whole eggs layered on 
top and cooked through the sauce.  

Shakshuka is emblematic of the 
entirety of Israeli cuisine – it is defined 
by the fact that it has no real defini-
tion, that it is a mishmash of cultures 
and customs that come together into 
something delicious. Liel Leibovitz, 
a senior writer at Tablet, writes, “So 
what if the Moroccans make it, too. 
Never mind that Tunisians eat it for 
breakfast each weekend, or that it 
delights the Greeks and satiates 
the Algerians: Shakshuka is Israeli 
now. In fact, it’s Israeli because, not 
in spite, of its widespread popular-
ity across the Middle East. As Jews 
huddled for safety in their biblical 
homeland, fleeing violence in Rabat 
or Tunis or Algiers, they could take 

comfort in 
one thing: 
s i m m e r -
ing onions, peppers, and toma-
toes, topped with a couple of eggs, 
cooked on a skillet and consumed 
with a fresh loaf of white bread. 
It was what home tasted like, no 
matter where home happened to 
be.” 

Shakshuka is, by definition, what 
you make of it. I make my shakshuka 
with broccoli and mushrooms in 
my tomato sauce. My secret touch 
(which I suppose is now not so 
secret) is that I caramelize onions 
in a separate pan, chop and mash 
them into an onion jam and then 
place a generous spoonful on the 
surface of the tomato sauce, just 
under each egg. Everyone has their 
way of doing it and none are wrong. 

What if we approached more things 
like shakshuka? What if we made 
more room for everyone to try things 
out their way and offer up something 
unique? See the world and decide 
what you’ll make of it. What will be 
your special touch you bring? What 
will be your caramelized onion?

B’Shalom

Jordy  
Rabbi Jordy Callman

Photos from congregants who attended 

our virtual Shakshuka making class

Jennifer MeyersPaula King Sheila Lepkin
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MUS IC

CANTORIAL SOLOIST - DAN YOLLES 
    MUSIC                                                                  

SERVICES 
    MUSIC                                                                  

For our Healing Service, we gather together for prayers, meditations, music and the warm embrace of friends to 
renew our sense of hope, strength and healing. The Healing Service is for those who are struggling with their health. 

The Healing Service is for those struggling with sadness and grief. The Healing Service is for 
care givers who seek inspiration as they pray for the welfare of loved ones. All are welcome. 

If you are unable to attend the service, just send us the name(s) of the loved ones you would like  
mentioned during our prayers. And be sure to let them know that they are in all of our thoughts and 

V i v id  memor ies  can  be  
triggered by a number of things, 
from a certain taste, to an  
u n f o r g e t t a b l e  s m e l l ,  a  
familiar location, and a certain 
song. One could say we have 
a sort of soundtrack to our life. 
Songs that bring us back to 
certain moments, remind us of 
someone, speak to our culture 
or identity. Songs that inspired 
us, helped us through a tough 
time, lifted us up, stimulated 
the strength of a prayer, or  
accompanied us during a time 
of travel or personal transition. 
Songs that helped you say I 
love you, songs that helped you 
say goodbye. Songs that pro-
vided a space for you to feel joy,  
excitement, love, ease, sadness, 
and anger. Some of us may have 
a song or two that has stayed 
with them across their lifetime,  
sometimes taking on new  
meanings over t ime, and 
s o m e t i m e s  m i g h t  e v e n 
be an personal  anthem.  
 

As I am writing this, I am reminded 
of the songs that were with me 
in all of these scenarios and can 
even details those moments by 
simply thinking of the songs.

Th is  resonates  w i th  me 
so deeply because of the 
special place music has in my  
connection to personal prayer 
and in leading it. I have an ever  
e v o l v i n g  l i s t  o f  s o n g s 
b o t h  s e c u l a r  a n d  
liturgical, that lead me to prayer, 
and that strengthen it. Right 
now ‘Min Hameitzar’ by Joey 
Weisenberg is my prayer, and 

WHAT SONGS DEFINE YOU?
‘Jat Mahibathi’ 
b y  Ye m e n 
Blues is my 
vessel too. 

To close, I invite you to think of 
the sound track of your life, then a 
particular song (or 2) that is your 
vessel to prayer, and one that IS 
your prayer, however you may 
consider what your ‘prayer’ is. 
Feel free to email me and share! 
There is nothing I love more than 
talking about music and its magic. 

Healing Service: 
Thursday, June 18 at 11:00am

It says in 
the Talmud, 
‘Where there 
is song, there 
i s  p r a y e r 

(Talmud Bavli Berachot 
10a)
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
    YOUTH                                                                  

B’NEI MITZVAH 
    YOUTH                                                                  

MAYA AYRES - JUNE 27, 2020 
Maya is the daughter of Ted and Ali Ayres, and the sister of Rosy (16).  

She attends Mesa Middle School and enjoys volleyball, singing, biking, and enjoying the 
outdoors. 

  
For her Mitzvah Project, Maya raised money to make fleece blankets for  people in local 

hospitals, to warm their heart when they aren’t feeling well.

ASHTON COHEN - JUNE 13, 2020 
Ashton is the son of Adam and Mindy Cohen, and the brother of Samuel (16). He  
attends Cherry Creek Academy and enjoys reading, Minecraft, coding, games and puzzles.   

For his Mitzvah Project, Ashton will be collecting gently used books for donation to  
shelters and hospitals.

The school year ended very differ-
ently than we ever imagined. When 
we finished our session on Sunday, 
March 8, we did not imagine that 
it would be the last time we would 
gather together as a community. 
As Social Distancing guidelines 
were put into place, we made the 
adjustments to our program neces-
sary to continue our learning and 
engagement in a virtual space. 
Our teachers rose to the occa-
sion and provided opportunities for  
learning and engagement. Was it 

As we look ahead to fall, we wanted to let you know that we are delaying school registration until July when we have a better 
sense of what the fall will look like.  We are currently working on two plans. The first is our in-person program. We hope to 
be able to welcome you back to Temple Sinai with some new options available to families. The second is a plan in the event 
we cannot be in person or cannot be in person in large groups.  This plan focuses on developing connections between our 
students and families and finding the ways in which Judaism can be meaningful during these times. Yes, some options will 
be virtual and synchronous, but others will include activities families can do at home or other asynchronous ways in which 
students and parents can connect. If you have questions, please feel free to reach out to Ron Leff, Director of Education, at  
ron@sinaidenver.org.

ideal? Not at all. Did we do the 
best that we could to create a new 
normal? Definitely.

The school year has come to an 
end. We aren’t ready to say goodbye 
so we are working on providing  
opportunities for our students and 
families to continue to gather virtu-
ally – for learning, for worship, for 
Tikun Olam and for engagement. 
Please watch your email as we roll 
out our special programming. We 
hope that you’ll join us.

A special thank 
you to our teachers for their  
commitment to our students and 
families. I also want to thank our 
students and families for joining us 
along the way. This is not the end 
to the school year that anyone was 
planning – but everyone did what 
they could to continue learning.

Ron Leff, RJE 
Director of Education

A MESSAGE OF appreciation

FALL 2020 UPDATE

SAMUEL BRODSKY - JUNE 6, 2020
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PRESCHOOL 
    YOUTH                                                                  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PRE-K GRADS - YOU DID IT!
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YOUTH GROUP 
    YOUTH                                                                  

SPEND YOUR SUMMER WITH SINAI
For many of our Temple Sinai kids, summer camp is something to look forward 
to al l  year round. Whi le nothing can replace the trai ls and forest of  JCC Ranch Camp or the 
cr isp mountain air  of  Shwayder, we can st i l l  br ing a l i t t le bi t  of  that camp magic and summer 
fun to our homes.  As we spend the summer staying safer at home, I  hope you and your kids 
wi l l  jo in me for Sinai Summer Camp. Together we’ l l  part ic ipate in various chal lenges, crafts, 
and act ivt ies,  a l l  t ied to a Jewish Theme of the Week.  We’re br inging camp to you with a  
“Camp-In-A-Box” that  has al l  the mater ia ls you need to part ic ipate in our camp act iv i t ies,  
del ivered direct ly to your doorstep! Vis i t  s inaidenver.org/youthgroup for more informat ion 
and sign-up to jo in us for  Sinai  Summer Camp!

MAZEL TOV TO THE 2020-2021 TEMPLE SINAI YOUTH GROUP BOARD
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PROGRAMS 
    PROGRAMS                                                                  
LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING WITH RABBI JORDY CALLMAN 
Wednedsay, June 10 
4:00-5:00pm

The year of 1948 represented a turning point in the history of the Jewish people; with the founding of the State 
of Israel on May 14, 1948, a wandering people found a home. At such a pivotal moment in Jewish history, the 
American Jewish community and particularly the Reform Jewish community was not united in their response 
to this fledgling state. Join Rabbi Callman for an exploration of Reform rabbis’ sermons about Israel in 
1948 - we’ll explore primary source documents and read the actual words of these rabbis as they made the 
case for Israel to their communities. 

27 HOURS WITH TEMPLE SINAI: THE COME TOGETHER ZOOM-A-THON  
JUNE 26-28 

FRIDAY 6:00PM-9:00PM - SATURDAY 9:00AM-9:00PM - SUNDAY 9:00AM-9:00PM

Join us for a full weekend of exciting, innovative programming as we celebrate what it means to be a part of 
the Temple Sinai family. We’ll be bringing you talent from within and outside our congregational community with 
interactive events, lectures, music, cooking classes, game nights and more. 

In the spirit of the telethons of yesteryear, we’re asking for donations, sponsorships and participation in our 
silent auction with all proceeds going towards our operations to help secure a bright, continued future for 
Temple Sinai through the current pandemic. In addition to a fundraiser, this 27 hours of programming will be an  
opportunity for us to come together as a community for joy and laughter. During these difficult times, this weekend 
will be something for us to look forward to and a chance to feel the warmth that is a hallmark of Temple Sinai. 

Stay tuned and watch your email for a full programming line up and additional information about sponsorships 
and how you can help.
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STAY CONNECTED 
    PROGRAMS                                                                  

If we are unable to meet in person, a zoom link will be 
distributed.

If we are unable to meet in person, a zoom link will be 
distributed.

J EWISH WAR VETERANS 

Due to the current conditions in the city and the country 
all meetings have been canceled until further notice. Post 
#344 will still be checking on everyone to ensure we are 
doing well and buddy checking, instead of social distancing 
we are “distant socializing.” If you need any help in getting  
medicine, ordering groceries, or just need someone to 
schmooze with please don’t hesitate to give us a call. If anyone 
wants any want social calls Ruth Diamond (561-452-2691) has  
volunteered and will keep in touch with them. Be well. 

L UNCH & LEARN    
THURSDAYS, 12:00-1:00pm 

        JUNE 4, 11, 18, 25 

TEMPLE SINAI AT MT. NEBO MEMORIAL PARK 
 

Temple Sinai has a section of burial plots withing Mt. 
Nebo Memorial Park (located at 13th Avenue, just west 
of Peoria) that are available for purchase by Temple 
Sinai members and their immediate loved ones. Plots 
can be purchased for $1,500 per plot and can be paid 
in full at the time of purchase or paid out over a year’s 
time with a $100 deposit and $60 finance fee per plot. 
 
If you are interested in purchasing burial 
plots in the Temple Sinai section at Mt. Nebo 
Memorial Park, please contact Lauren Bubis at  
303-759-1827  or  lauren@sina idenver.org . 

B IBLE, BEERS & BROTHERHOOD 
MEN TALKING TORAH WITH RABBI RHEINS 

Wednesday, June 24 at 6:00pm

At Darcy’s Bistro & Pub, 4955 S. Ulter Street (DTC) Denver.
Each month around 20 men of all ages gather to study Torah 
with Rabbi Rick Rheins and engage in a lively discussion. 
The Torah talk expands to include both classic commentaries 
and candid consideration of modern concerns. There is no 
cost to join us; each pays only for what he eats and drinks. 
And yes, several of us drink water, soda or tea instead of 
beer and wine!

S ICK? STRUGGLING? WANT A CALL OR A 
MEETING? INFORM THE RABBIS!

Adding to the agony and frustration of dealing with illness 
or struggling with a difficult time is the nagging thought that 
you are forgotten and that no one cares. Temple Sinai most 
certainly cares about every one of our members. Rabbi Rick 
Rheins and Rabbi Jordy Callman will be quick to make a 
call to any of our members and loved ones. In addition, we 
have a group of volunteers on our Caring Committee who 
will do their best to respond with cards, calls and offers of 
assistance. 

So please call or write to our Rabbis and let them know 
that you’d like their help and attention. Confidential 
messages can be made directly to our Rabbis at:  
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org or rabbicallman@sinaidenver.org

Come to learn, discuss, debate, and meet friends.  We’ll review 
ethical and moral issues in selected Jewish texts, discuss hot 
current topics, and debate the important issues of the day. 
Bring your Lunch! We will serve the Text and Topics! 
Newcomers quickly and easi ly f i t  r ight  in! 
It’s a great way to learn and meet new friends - and it’s all 
FREE!

D ATES ARE AVAILABLE FOR B’NEI MITZVAH 
IN 2021 & 2022

Know that it is never too late to have our children experience 
the life-affirming joy and pride of accomplishment by leading 
a service as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. Each year around 50  
students become Bar or Bat Mitzvah at Temple Sinai. If you 
have a child who will turn 13 (or older) in 2021 or 2022 and 
you do not yet have a reserved date for a service, please call 
Rabbi Rick Rheins or Rabbi Jordy Callman and we’ll answer 
all your questions and help you find a date that works for 
your family. Date selection request forms also are available 
in the Temple Sinai office and can be mailed directly to you. 

Know that our clergy work personally with each student and 
his/her family to help create a memorable celebration that 
will bring a lifetime of blessings. 
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LILY BERKOWITZ 
 
Graduating from  
Thunder Ridge High 
School

Attending Montana State 
University, Majoring in 
Psychology  

ZACH CHAPMAN
 
Graduating from Cherry 
Creek High School

Attending Tulane  
University, Majoring in 
Biomedical Engineering

JENIFER ENGEL 
 

Graduating from Cherry 
Creek High School

Attending University of 
Colorado Boulder

MIA FELSEN
 

Graduating from Cherry 
Creek High School

Attending Colorado  
State University

GABRIEL FREEDBERG 
 
Graduating from  
Thomas Jefferson High 
School

Attending University of 
Colorado Boulder,  
Majoring in Mechanical 
Engineering

LILA GALINKIN
 
Graduating from 
Colorado Early Colleges 
- Parker

Attending Colorado  
College
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COOPER KOFRON
 

Graduating from  
Colorado Academy

Attending Princeton  
University

MIA MALDEN 
 

Graduating from Cherry 
Creek High School

Attending Duke  
University, Majoring in 

Environmental and  
Energy Engineering

HANNAH MARIANS 
 
Graduating from Cherry 
Creek High School

Attending Lewis and 
Clark College, Majoring 
in International Affairs

AIDEN MILLER 
 
Graduating from Cherry 
Creek High School

Attending University 
of Arizona, Majoring in 
Television and Film

CADE RYAN 
 

Graduating from Dakota 
Ridge High School

Attending University of 
Colorado Boulder

RYAN SHERR
 

Graduating from Cherry 
Creek High School

Attending University of 
Colorado Boulder
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Do you know a graduate who wasn’t listed? Send the  

following information to Melissa Oxenhandler at  
melissao@sinaidenver.org to be listed in the July edition of 

Kesher 
 

Name of Graduate

Institution Graduating From

Plans for next year: If graduating high school - What 
college you are attending, gap year program you are  

participating in, etc. If graduating college/grad school - 
what your degree is in, if you will be continuing to a higher 

degree, starting a new job, etc.

Senior Photo or Recent Headshot

JASON SWARTZ
 
Graduating from Cherry 
Creek High School

Attending California  
State Polytechnic  
University, Majoring in 
Computer Engineering

SAM TUCKER
 
Graduating from  
Overland High School

Attending University of 
Colorado Denver

MATTHEW WEINER
 

Graduating from Cherry 
Creek High School

Attending University of 
Colorado Boulder

TYLER WEITZENFELD
 

Graduating from Denver 
Jewish Day School

Attending Creighton 
University 

ASHER WOLF
 
Graduating from  
Overland High School

Attending University 
of Southern California, 
School of Dramatic Arts



15RECOGN I T ION

K e s h e r  |  J u n e  2 0 2 0

CLASS OF 2020  -  C O L L E G E  A N D  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L 
    RECOGNITION                                                                  

DAYNA SLOANE
 

Graduating with  
Distinction from  

University of Oklahoma 
with a BS in Astrophysics.

Dayna will use the  
upcoming year to work, 

explore her options, and 
spend time at home.

JOSS CHAPMAN
 

Graduating from  
Colorado School of  
Mines with a BS in  
Computer Science.

Continuing at Colorado 
School of Mines for a 
Master’s in Computer 

Science.

ROSS COHEN
 

Graduating from Elon 
University with a BA in 

Music in Liberal Arts.

Attending New York 
University, Tisch School 
of the Arts to receive an 
MFA in Musical Theater 

Writing. 

ABIGAIL FORLINA
 
Graduating from University 
of Missouri Kansas City 
with a Bachelor of Music in 
Saxophone Performance 
and Psychology Minor.

Attending University of 
Southern California  
Thornton School of Music 
for a Master of Music.

NAOMI GOLD
 
Graduating from Indiana 
University with an MFA in 
Theater Technology and 
Lighting Design.

SARAH HUMPHRIES
 

Graduating Magna Cum 
Laude from Brandeis 

University with a BA in 
History.

After completing a MA in 
Teaching this summer, 
Sarah will teach Social 

Studies at Grandview 
High School in the fall. 

KATHERINE PODOLAK
 

Graduating from  
University of Michigan, 

School of Literature, 
Science and the Arts with 

a BA in Judaic Studies 
and Sociology.
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Alan Farber Memorial Camp 
Scholarship Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Michael Shapiro

Joan & Bennie Bub
Samuel Krasnik and Suzanne 
Trautwein

John & Lori Spanbauer 
 
Alan Jacobson Memorial Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Elliott Jacobson, Paul Jacobson, and 
Sue Spielman

Lawrence & Jacquie Jacobson 
 
Building Maintenance Fund  
In loving memory of: 
Morris Wolfson 

Art & Marilyn Wolfson 
 
Cemetery Beautiful Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Stan Botkin

Beatrice Botkin 
Ted Ruskin 

Anita Fricklas
Stephen & Lisa Friedman
Marilyn Jordan
Stacy Pocrass & Terri Tillis
Cynthia & Andrew Pollet
Marc & Susan Reissner
 

Covid 19 Relief Effort 
Donors: 
Gene & Bunny Cole  
Nancy Crawford  
Neil & Sandra Culbertson  
Barbara Glassman 
Brad & Lisa Humphries  
Melvyn & Roberta Klein  
Todd Levy & Julie Elkins  
Ashley & Chris Rice 
Marc & Laurie Sorkin 
Allen Vean 
 
In loving memory of: 
Herbert G. Davis 

Jan & Linda Dorfman 
Liz Hoskins 

Gary Hoskins 
Linda Kellner

Anita Fricklas 

Ted Ruskin 
Richard & Doreen Nadler
Richard & Patricia Strouse
Stephen & Sherri Weinstein 

Susan Shevitz 
Julia & Jason Brucker
 

In honor of: 
Lisa Thorner 

Lygia Mandell
 

Haag Family Assistance Fund 
Donors:  
Marc & Susan Reissner

 
In loving memory of: 
Lawrence K. Strouse 

Richard & Patricia Strouse
 

Ilene Shiroff Memorial Fund  
In loving memory of: 
Elaine Levitin and Harold Rosenblatt

Dorothy Rosenblatt  
Elaine Pywen 

Stacy Pocrass & Terri Tillis 
Shirley Vean 

Wendy Vean
 

Jewish Education Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Eugene Eisen 

Alan & Anita Eisenberg 
Howard Katz 

Barbara Glassman 
Gene Plattner

Charlene Spiegelman
 

Joseph H. Sigman Youth  
Scholarship Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Buzzy Borges 

Marilyn Jordan 
Ginni Freedberg 

Stephen & Sherri Weinstein
 

Julius & Helen Ring Israel Teen 
Scholarship Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Frieda Brill, Donald Gorewitz, and Ethel 
Landow

Barbara Suson 
 

Manny Dworkin
Matthew & Marie Gordon
Jean Guthery  

Steve Farber, Ginni Freedberg, 
Susan Goldman,  
Dr. Gilbert Hermann, Betty Joblove, 
Linda Kellner, Marty Mann,  
Rose Pluss, Muriel Klein Rabstein, 
Sam Sloven, and Marvin Wolf

Melvyn & Roberta Klein   
Eleanore Judd 

Paula & Dennis King
Melvyn & Roberta Klein 

Diane Kaminsky
Jean Guthery
Melvyn & Roberta Klein  

Ted Ruskin
Jean Guthery
Melvyn & Roberta Klein
Arnold & Eileen Lash 

Susan Shevitz
Jean Guthery
Matthew & Marie Gordon                                                                                                                          

Sue Spielman
Matthew & Marie Gordon
Jean Guthery 

Beatrice Steinberg and Harry 
Steinberg

Arnold & Eileen Lash  
Suzanne Trautwein

Karen Kaplan 
Estelle Waller

Jean Guthery 
Melvyn & Roberta Klein
 

Marilyn Tobin Memorial Flower 
Fund  
In loving memory of: 
Elaine Pywen Brinn and Ted Ruskin

Marshall & Carol Tobin  
Fran Gotlieb and Mel Gotlieb 

Jerome & Dorothy Gotlieb 
Ginni Freedberg

Myron & Dona Oliner
Marshall & Carol Tobin

Mitzvah Project Fund 
In loving memory of:
Hyman Wright 

Alan & Anita Eisenberg

K e s h e r  |  J u n e  2 0 2 0
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Osi & Selma Sladek Cultural Arts / 
Music Fund 
In loving memory of:
Manny Dworkin

Barbara Glassman
Ron & Toni Sladek

Ginni Freedberg 
Oscar & Selma Sladek

Irma Krom
Hal & Joyce Taback

Passover Seder Fund
Donors:
Michael & Kathy Elbinger Grazi 
Mark & Bobbi Kramer 
 
Prayer Book Fund
In loving memory of:
Esther Nahmoulis 
Mark & Hanna Shaner
 
Rabbi Jordy Callman  
Discretionary Fund 
In loving memory of:
Manny Dworkin 

Michael & Lisa Weiss
Laura Ann Lassow 

Gerald & Natalie Lassow

In honor of:
Ray Smith

Neil & Sandra Culbertson
 
Rabbi Richard Rheins 
Discretionary Fund 
Donors: 
David Croitor 
Paul & Barbara Fruitman
Dennis & Paula King
Mark & Bobbi Kramer 
Marshall & Carol Tobin  
 
In loving memory of: 
Robert Abelman 

Michael & Lisa Weiss
Charles Bauer 

Stan & Sandra Bauer
Lillian Bershof and Maurice Bershof 

Laurence & Joan Rubenstein
Elaine Pywen Brinn

Karen Kaplan 
 

Neale DeYoung and Linda Kellner
Gerald & Natalie Lassow

Arlene Susan Faunce and Dick Eber
Steve & Cindy Diamond 

Ginni Freedberg
Eleanor Deneroff
Ronald & Sara Epstein
Gerald & Natalie Lassow

Dr. Sidney Glassman, Betty Joblove, 
and Estelle Waller

Barbara Glassman
Katherine Harrison

Hugh & Marcia Miles
Hyman Heller

Joel & Elaine Goldstein
Elizabeth and Neil Heselson

Joan & Bennie Bub
Eleanore Judd and Ted Ruskin

Ronald & Sara Epstein
Sadie Kamin 

Raymond & Alicia Smith
Harry Kris 

Alan Kris
Manual Lourenco 

Dawn Nakamura Kessler
Hilda Ross 

Michael Ross
Rose Siegel and Dr. John Singer

Larry & Susan Siegel
Sue Spielman

Eleanor Deneroff
David and Shelley Hiller
Kenneth Stern & Linda Stein

Ardie Wandel
David & Shelley Hiller

Ben Zeidman 
Barbara & Bart Valls

In honor of:
Paul Levine’s Birthday for the Feed 
the Homeless Program 

Ethan Besser
Joan & Bennie Bub
Harold & Joyce Koch
Joseph & Debra Stasio

Rabbi Susan Rheins
Norma Varsubsky 

Rabbi Zwerin Discretionary Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Larry Romans

Debra Romans 

Religious School Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Jerry Altman, Frances Deneroff,  
Louis Deneroff, Nathan Fisher, and 
Jules Lippmann

Eleanor Deneroff 
Ardie Wandel

Alan, Linda, Geri & Cory Weinstein 
 
Robin’s World Playground Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Ethel Karp

Jeremy & Debbie Lazarus 
Ron Ruha

Thomas & Marlene Ruha 
Betty Joblove and Ted Ruskin 

Larry & Susan Siegel
 

Substance Abuse Awareness & 
Prevention Fund  
In loving memory of: 
Ida Kaitz Cohen 

Art & Marilyn Wolfson
 

 

DONATIONS     
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Temple Sinai General Fund  
In loving memory of: 
Sam Cantor

Eden & Phyllis Wenig 
Ginni Freedberg

Myrna & Bill Elkins
Leonard & Sharon Elkins
Helen & David Kobey
Jo Smernoff
Susie & Brett Walker 

Anna Goodman and Leonard Silverberg
Phyllis Goodman  

Paul & Peggy Greenberg, Bea & Joe 
Epel 

Joshua & Betsy Epel 
Steve Groussman

Patti Marsico-Sandler &  
       William Sandler 
Seymour Heller 

Jon & Betty Heller  
Betty Joblove 

Marion Goldstein  

IN MEMORIAM 
    RECOGNITION                                                                  
Dr. William Buchanan, father of Jean 
(Dan) Levitt, grandfather of David 
(Elizabeth Lord-Levitt) & Jeffrey Levitt, 
great-grandfather of Betty Levitt  

Doris Diamond, mother of Steve 
(Cindy) Diamond, Jean (Michael 
Karasek), Edward (Pam), and Alan 
(Carol Janus), grandmother of Andrew 
and Deborah (Ben Friedland) Karasek, 
Danielle and Kara (Brian Husmann) 
Diamond, Daniel, Monica (Scott 
Orellana) and David (Nissrin Ezmerli) 
Diamond, great-grandmother of Oscar, 
Sylvan, Hailey, Hana, River, Mila and 
Matthew 

Alvin Thomas Feldman, father 
of Cindy (Steve) Diamond, Valerie 
Hollomon, and Yakir (Karen) Feldman, 
grandfather of Jessica and Isabel 
Diamond, Kalen Hollomon, Harel, 
Maayan, Tamir and Coren Feldman

DONATIONS 
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Roger Meyers 
Sharon & Lee Keene 

Norm & Marlene Polman 
Lawrence & Barbara Polman  

Jerome Robins 
Kenneth & Judy Robins 

Eugene Roth
Justin & Sharon Roth 

Ted Ruskin 
Karen Cook
Marion Goldstein
Samuel & Carol Jonas
Frank & Dena Schneider
Jo Smernoff
Raymond & Alicia Smith 

Estelle Waller
Raymond & Alicia Smith 

Dr. Henry Wolf
Marcia Wolf 
 
In honor of: 
Rabbis Rick and Susan Rheins 

Michael Passow 

Sheila Ginsburg, mother of Jeff 
(Nancy Levy) Ginsburg, grandmother of  
Joe and Ali Ginsburg, Eric Simon, and 
Ilyssa Simon, wife of Jordan Ginsburg 
 
Renee Krakowski, mother of Don 
(Mimi) Krakowski, Judee (Howie) 
Rosenthal, and Ellen Mason,  
grandmother of Emily (Joshua) 
Belstock, Ruby (Jonathan) Falk, 
Jeffrey (Kristina) Mason, Tami Cantar, 
Daniel (Paulette) Mason, Ariel (Scott) 
Krakowski, great-grandmother of 
Georgia, Caleb, Sophia, Josef, 
Jessica, Mason, Sasha and Ziva, 
great-great grandmother of Colton and 
Clayton wife of the late Josef Krakowski  
 
Adele Berger Krieger, mother of 
Roberta (Robert) Loeb, Bruce (Deborah) 
Krieger, and Stefen (Karen) Krieger 

We Care/Social Action Fund 
In loving memory of:  
Doyle Martin 

Rosalie Martin 
Marilyn Weiss

Syliva Wolpa 
In honor of: 
Jerry Lassow’s Birthday 

Lois Haas 
 
Women’s Programming Fund  
In loving memory of: 
Norma Kitchin

Steve & Nancy Letman 
 
Youth Fund 
In loving memory of: 
Harold “Hap” Poll 

Marilyn Jordan

 

Lee Stuart Mendel, husband of Barbara 
Mendel, father of Neal (Katie) Mendel, 
Jodi Asarch, Tim Emery & Ptarmigan 
Emery, brother of Juanita Silberstein & 
Maurice (Lisa) Mendel, grandfather of 
Ari, Eli & Emi Asarch, Colette Mendel, 
Cooper & Isabelle Emery, cousin of 
Bob (Carol) Slosky and Leonard (Amy) 
Slosky, uncle of Nathan (Teresa) Mendel,  
great-uncle of Abigail and Hannah Mendel,  
brother-in-law of Geoffrey (Lori) 
Sadwith, John (Karen Grote) Sadwith 
and James (Nerissa Edwards-Cawley) 
 
Harold Reiner, father of Dr. Seth 
(Diane) Reiner, grandfather of Zachary, 
Issac and Charlye Reiner

Joann Rollnick, grandmother of 
Chelsea and Jamie Jacobson, former 
mother-in-law of Larry Jacobson, 
mother of Nancy Jacobson and Kathy 
(Jerry) Berenstein, grandmother of 
Samantha (Samuel) Rotbart



Staff
Richard Rheins 
Senior Rabbi 
ext. 307 
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org

Jordy Callman 
Assistant Rabbi 
ext. 306 
rabbicallman@sinaidenver.org

Dan Yolles 
Cantorial Soloist 
ext. 311 
dan@sinaidenver.org

Raymond Zwerin 
Rabbi Emeritus 
ext. 304

Greg Kellner 
Executive Director 
ext. 309 
greg@sinaidenver.org

Lauren Bubis 
Administrative Assistant 
ext. 322 
lauren@sinaidenver.org 
 
Yoni Buckman 
Program Specialist 
ext. 312 
yoni@sinaidenver.org 
 
Ron Leff 
Director of Education 
ext. 308 
ron@sinaidenver.org

Melissa Maahs 
Staff Accountant 
ext. 314 
finance@sinaidenver.org

Kelsey Oliver 
Preschool Administrative 
Assistant 
303.759.0755 
kelsey@sinaidenver.org 

Melissa Oxenhandler 
Youth and Marketing 
Coordinator 
ext. 324 & 334 
melissao@sinaidenver.org 

Sheila Purdin 
Director of Early Childhood 
Education 
303.759.0755 
sheila@sinaidenver.org  
 
Mimi Raizen 
Religious School Assistant 
ext. 301 
mimi@sinaidenver.org

Julie Spitz  
Assistant Director of Early 
Childhood Education 
303.759.0755 
julies@sinaidenver.org 

Lisa Thorner 
Director of Programming and 
Membership Engagement 
ext. 315 
lisa@sinaidenver.org

Board of Trustees 
Executive Committee

President - Bob Steine 
Past President - Larry Jacobson 
Vice President - Vicki Goldman 
Vice President - Fred Leviton 
Vice President - Stephen Weinstein 
Treasurer - Frank Urman 
Secretary - Bruce Tully 
 

Trustees 
 
Neil Culbertson  
David Eisner 
Sandy Korn 
Jeff Lavenhar 
Barbara Emery Mendel 
Larry Polman 
Jessica Strouse 
Kathy Zeiger 
 
 

TSYG President

Lucy Adlen

Temple Sinai 
3509 S. Glencoe Street 
Denver, CO 80237-1018 
303-759-1827 
www.sinaidenver.org
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