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Standing In Life Before
God: How Judaism
approaches both physical
and mental health.

FRIDAY, JAN. 19
6:00 - 7:30PM
EREV SHABBAT

SATURDAY, JAN. 20
10:30AM - 12:00PM
BRUNCH
The "Art" of Caregiving: A
look at how our tradition
views this new life stage
and how the
congregation's ‘Caring
Community’ can actualize
this mitzvah.

SATURDAY, JAN. 20
4:00 - 5:30PM

 SEUDA SHLEESHEET
Making Sacred Decisions as Life
Ebbs: A look at how tradition
and texts can form a theory of
how to make a Jewish decision
at the end of life.

SATURDAY, JAN. 20
5:30 - 6:00PM
HAVDALAH OF HEALING
SERVICE

SATURDAY, JAN. 20
6:15 - 7:30PM
DINNER & LEARN

SUNDAY, JAN. 21
9:15 - 10:15AM
FAMILY SESSION 1

SUNDAY, JAN. 21
10:45 - 10:45AM
FAMILY SESSION 2

The new Jewish Family:
Changes in our
demographic and
grandparenting.

A session with teens on
issues of resilience and
self destructive
behaviors.

JEWISHSACREDAGING.COM

2024 SCHOLAR 
IN RESIDENCE

JANUARY 19-21 AT TEMPLE SINAI
LIVING LONGER-LIVING BETTER: HOW
JEWISH TEXTS AND TRADITION HELP US
NAVIGATE LIFE'S THIRD AND FOURTH STAGES

RABBI
RICHARD
ADDRESS

CLICK HERE TO
RSVP!

sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/scholar-in-residence-rabbi-address

sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/scholar-in-residence-rabbi-address

https://jewishsacredaging.com/
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/scholar-in-residence-rabbi-address


TEMPLE SINAI’S

SHABBAT SHIRAH
Saturday, January 27, 2024

7:00 - 9:00PM

EXPERIENCE THE CLASSIC AND
CONTEMPORARY MUSIC OF

BROADWAY THROUGH THE WORK OF
JEWISH COMPOSERS

PERFORMANCES BY RUTHIE
LIPSHULCH, CANTORIAL SOLOIST

AND TENOR, NATHAN SNYDER

$118 VIP  tickets

$18 General Admission tickets

Inquire about other sponsorships

LIVE PERFORMANCE.
DESSERT RECEPTION. 

2024

CLICK TO BUY TICKETS

CONCERT

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/shabbat-shirah-2024
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IT’S THE SMALL MOMENTS IN LIFE THAT WILL ADD UP TO A FULL JOURNEY. 
JUST AS EACH OF THE CHAI UNITS DONATED WILL ADD UP TO A YEAR FULL OF EVENTS,

PROGRAMS AND SPECIAL GATHERINGS TO BRING US CLOSER TO ONE ANOTHER IN A WAY THAT IS
MOST MEANINGFUL TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US. HERE ARE THE RESULTS...



FRI
FEB 23

6:00PM
EREV ‘DOWN HOME’ SHABBAT
Gather up for a night of down-home celebration as we welcome in Shabbat with
country artist, Joe Buchanan. Boots and hats are welcome! This country-infused
Shabbat service is for everyone!

9:00AM
MUSICAL SHABBAT MINYANSAT

FEB 24
Join us after Shabbat morning minyan for a special talk called "Choosing to be Chosen."
After being married for 13 years, Joe's wife revealed that she was Jewish as they stood on the
steps of the Holocaust Museum in D.C. What came next changed their lives. Joe will share
the incredible story of his family's journey home to Judaism, the struggles that followed and
what it's like to Choose to be Chosen. Q&A will follow.

10:30AM
KIDDUSH BRUNCH: CHOOSING TO BE CHOSEN

6:00PM
HAVDALAH-CONCERT
Settle in for a special Havdalah service and concert of original Jewish country music with
Joe. He'll share music from his first two albums, several new songs and stories from 10 years
of choosing to be Jewish.

SUN
FEB 25

10:00AM
A CUP ‘A JOE WITH JOE, COFFEE AND SCHMOOZE
10:45AM
WORKSHOP: THE PATHS AND WAYS TO JUDAISM

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE, JOE BUCHANAN
WEEKEND OF FEBRUARY 23-25, 2024 

R S V P  T O D A Y

at Temple Sinai
S C H E D U L E  O F  E V E N T S

CLICK TO RSVP

7:00PM
SHABBAT BBQ DINNER
We’ll carry our down-home Shabbat through the evening with a catered BBQ dinner at
Temple Sinai. 

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/artist-in-residence-joe-buchanan




KARATE KID
$360

GOONIES
$720

BREAKFAST CLUB
$1,800

(2) TICKETS
NAME IN EVENT MATERIALS

NAME IN SLIDESHOW

(4) TICKETS
NAME IN EVENT MATERIALS

NAME IN SLIDESHOW
EVENT SIGNAGE

(6) TICKETS
NAME IN EVENT MATERIALS

NAME IN SLIDESHOW
EVENT SIGNAGE

OTHER SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES CAN INCLUDE: PHOTO BOOTH, CANDY BAR, MUSIC,

ENTERTAINMENT, SIGNATURE DRINKS AND MORE!    click here for details.

To make our event a success, we are looking for personal/business donations for our Temple
Sinai Preschool & Religious School Annual Event silent auction. These could be donations such

as: a stay at your vacation/mountain home, sporting event tickets, product(s) from your
business, other personal or professional goods and services. If you have an ability/interest in

providing a donation,  please complete this form. 

ADD MORE GLOW TO THE PARTY WITH YOUR EXTENDED GENEROSITY! FAMILY OR BUSINESS
SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE. HAVE A CREATIVE WAY TO ADD TO THE EVENT? WE’RE

HAPPY TO WORK WITH YOU, pACKAGES ARE CUSTOMIZEABLE. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1-sSy0T2WAH6r7iKQvu5eYAfnVe4Ov1GT8V8xvbazXQI/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1-sSy0T2WAH6r7iKQvu5eYAfnVe4Ov1GT8V8xvbazXQI/edit


RABBI RICHARD ADDRESS, SCHOLAR-IN-
RESIDENCE,  AND THE ISAAC MAYER WISE
AWARD
RABBI RICK RHEINS

Temple Sinai is thrilled to host Rabbi Richard Address
as our Scholar-in-Residence from January 19-21! 

Rabbi Richard Address has devoted much of his career
as a leader of Reform Judaism. For many years he was a
Regional Director and then, in 1997, he founded and
became director of the Department of Jewish Family
Concerns for the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ). His
most recent work as the Founder and Director of Jewish
Sacred Aging exemplifies his commitment to serving
the Jewish community and providing inspiring
guidance for Jewish families. During his time with us,
Rabbi Address will offer our Temple Sinai members his
wise advice and experience through special programs
and presentations. Those of you who have had the joy of
attending a class or session led by Rabbi Address know
that he provides life-affirming lessons with candor,
wisdom, and great humor.

In recognition of his lifetime of leadership, we are
honored to award Rabbi Address with the prestigious
Isaac Mayer Wise Award.

In 1983, Temple Sinai and Congregation Emanuel
created the Isaac Mayer Wise Award to be presented to
those who have made significant contributions to the
development of Reform Judaism and the Jewish people.
This award is given in recognition of the distinguished
service, inspiring efforts, and extraordinary
accomplishments of those who have championed
Progressive Jewish ideals of faith, scholarship,
egalitarian inclusiveness, and love of Israel. It is named in
honor of the founder of Reform Judaism in America,
Isaac Mayer Wise. He devoted his life to creating
institutions that would further the cause of Reform
Judaism. He established a Judaism that was fully
modern, yet authentically faithful to the fundamental
principles of our Jewish faith and heritage. A man of
tremendous energy and vision, Wise was the founder of
the three major institutions of the Reform Movement –
Hebrew Union College, the Reform movement’s
seminary, the Central Conference of American Rabbis,
our movement’s Rabbinic organization, and the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations, the congregational
arm of the movement which is now call the URJ, the
Union For Reform Judaism.

Past recipients of this award include Alexander
Schindler, Al Vorspan, Joseph Glaser, David Saperstein,
Jacob Rader Marcus, Herbert Bronstein, Gunther Plaut,
Alfred Gottschalk, Lydia Kukoff, Debbie Friedman,
Rachel Cowan, Daniel Freelander, Ray Zwerin, Steve
Foster, Anat Hoffman, Mark Washofsky, and Gary Zola.
This year's honoree, Richard Address, is especially
worthy of being included on this illustrious list. 

In our respective congregations you will find two
identical stained glass art pieces by the artist Irene
Stein to commemorate this award. Ours at Temple Sinai
is in the hallway just outside the new Youth Lounge and
Abrahams Family Chapel at Temple Sinai. In the days
and years to come, I hope you will find yourself near
these awesome works of art, pause, and take note of
the meaning and purpose of this Isaac Mayer Wise
Award---and of the outstanding men and women who
have earned our praise and our deepest, and most
profound, appreciation and respect.

At the Erev Shabbat service on Friday, January 19
(6:00pm) the clergy from Temple Emanuel will join our
Temple Sinai clergy on the bimah in the Zwerin
Sanctuary to honor Rabbi Address. Members of both
congregations will come together to worship, learn, and
celebrate the vibrancy and blessings of Reform
Judaism. I hope that you will be able to join us for the
service and for the other opportunities to meet and
learn from Rabbi Address.

B’vrakhah, With Blessings,

Rick

Rabbi Rick Rheins

VIRTUAL HAVDALAH
SATURDAY, JAN. 13
5:00PM
Havdalah is a sweet and joyful way to
conclude Shabbat and welcome the new
week. These 10-minute virtual services have
been very popular for people of all ages. As
the Rabbis lead, many participate by
lighting their own Havdalah candles and
sipping wine or juice and enjoying the
fragrance of the spices.
ZOOM LINK TO FOLLOW.



THE THEOLOGY OF “UH-OH”:
RABBI RICHARD ADDRESS AND THE
SACRED MESSINESS OF LIFE
RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS

Rabbi Address and his Department of Family Concerns,
which unfortunately no longer exists, deserves a lot of
credit for the many new sections that have been added to
the official Reform Movement Rabbi’s Manual. Here are just
some of the new additions that were added:

Making an End of Life Decision
Miscarriage, Experiencing Infertility
Before an Organ Transplant
Experiencing an Assault
Separation
Premature Birth
Mourning Prayer For a Parent Who Was Hurtful
Gender-Neutral Call to the Torah
Accepting Tzedakah/Food Assistance
Moving in Together
Entering an Assisted Living or a Care Facility

Rabbi Address will be here in just a few short weeks and I
ask you to attend as many sessions as you can so we can
deepen our understanding of and increase the ways in
which we care for one another. You can find the schedule
in this edition of the Kesher.

As we turn from 2023 to 2024 I am hopeful. I also carry
some anxieties and fears into this secular New Year. And
Lo, I looked to the new supplement to the Rabbi’s manual
and found this prayer:

I was nervous as it was my first time leading High Holy
Days. But it was supposed to be relatively simple – a flight,
a drive, and lead Rosh Hashanah Services. Then, rinse,
repeat, and return for Yom Kippur.

Almost immediately upon arrival though, I found myself
walking into the local hospital to be with a family. They
were facing the prospect of removing life support from
their loved one. 

There had been no class for this thus far in Rabbinical
school, and as I furiously thumbed through my rabbi’s
manual searching for the correct prayer or poem, or
reading, I realized I was at a loss. There were sections for
Birth, conversion, marriage, healing, and finally, mourning.
“It should be here,” I said, as I turned page after page.
“Where is the ceremony or service for removing someone
from life support?” It did not exist…..yet.  

In that moment, I did the best I could. I hope in my pre-
rabbinical stumbling I brought some comfort to the family.

Flash-forward two years to the New York campus. I
transferred to enroll in the Education Masters program. It
was during my time in New York that I first met Rabbi
Richard Address.

In 1999, the UAHC (now, URJ) created the Department of
Family Concerns (full resolution), of which Rabbi Address
was the Founder and Director. In that resolution, it stated
the following: Recognizing that the family in all of its
unique and different configurations is still a cornerstone
and strength of the Jewish people and of our
congregations, and coupled with the belief that our faith to
be relevant and meaningful, must address itself to these
very real life problems of our congregants, the UAHC has
created the Department of Jewish Family Concerns. These
real life problems included addressing special needs,
mental health, adolescent self-destructive behaviors,
suicide, mourning, support for caregivers, sacred aging and
more.

Rabbi Address also taught a class each semester at Hebrew
Union College. These classes turned out to be core material
for my future rabbinate, and I finally found the section on
removing someone from life support because one of our
assignments was to create a ritual for a situation that did
not have one. In partnership with a classmate we created a
ritual for that moment when a person is removed from life
support. 

That assignment empowered me. We can and must create
ritual for moments that demand ritual. The needs of our
congregants and households have changed, and therefore
our rituals must also grow and evolve. It also instilled in me
the great honor and responsibility it is to walk with people
as Rabbi Address often says “through the sacred messiness
of life.” 

Fear lurks
In the dark corners of our
hearts,
Waiting to convince us
That love will fail.
Sorrow lurks
In the dark corners of our
souls,
Waiting to convince us
That faith will fail.
Doubt lurks
In the dark corners of our
minds,
Waiting to convince us
That wisdom will fail.

Rock of Jacob,
Teach us to shine
The light of mitzvot
Into the dark corners of our
minds,
So that we face our fears with
courage,
Redeeming them with awe
and wonder.
Song of Miriam,
Teach us to shine
The light of t’filot
Into the dark corners of our
souls,
So that we face our sorrows
with strength,
Redeeming them with
righteousness.
God of old,
Teach us to shine
The light of Torah
Into the darkness of our minds,
So that we face our doubts
with honor,
Redeeming them with
holiness.

I wish all a hopeful New Year filled with new possibilities,
healing, wholeness, and peace.

Michael
Rabbi Michael Shields
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https://urj.org/what-we-believe/resolutions/transforming-congregations-inclusive-and-caring-jewish-communities
https://urj.org/what-we-believe/resolutions/transforming-congregations-inclusive-and-caring-jewish-communities
https://urj.org/what-we-believe/resolutions/transforming-congregations-inclusive-and-caring-jewish-communities


Sick? Struggling? Want a call or a meeting?
Inform the Rabbis!

Adding to the agony and frustration of dealing with illness or struggling with a difficult time is
the nagging thought that you are forgotten and that no one cares. Temple Sinai most

certainly cares about every one of our members. Rabbi Rheins and Rabbi Shields are always
quick to make a call and/or visit to any of our members and their loved ones. We also have a
group of volunteers on our Caring Committee who will do their best to respond with cards,

calls and offers of assistance. 

Please call or email our Rabbis and let them know that you’d like their help.

Confidential messages can be made directly to:
Rabbi Rick Rheins, rabrheins@sinaidenver.org

Rabbi Michael Shields, rabbishields@sinaidenver.org

. . .NOTES FROM OUR CLERGY
B'nei Mitzvah in 2024 & 2025

Know that it is never too late to have our children experience the life-affirming joy and
pride of accomplishment by leading a service as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. If you have a child

who will turn 13 (or older) in 2024 or 2025 and you do not yet have a reserved service date,
please call Rabbi Rick Rheins or Rabbi Michael Shields and we’ll answer all your questions

and help you find a date that works for your family.
 

Or if you would like to stop in, date selection request forms are available in the Temple
Sinai office. We can also mail one directly to you. 

Know that our clergy work personally with each student and their family to help create a
memorable celebration that will bring a lifetime of blessings. 

Interested in becoming Jewish or learning more about Judaism?
Sign up for the next Introduction To Judaism course!

The Rocky Mountain Rabbis & Cantors (RMRC) offers a nationally renowned 28-week
Introduction to Judaism (ITJ) course. This program is taught by Rabbis from the Reform,

Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Modern Orthodox movements. ITJ is a cornerstone of
the Denver Jewish community’s conversion program. It is one of the few in the country in

which Rabbis from all the respective movements participate. 

There is a modest fee for the course, but some scholarships are available. If you are
interested in the Introduction to Judaism course, please call either Rabbi Rick Rheins or

Rabbi Michael Shields. 

11



weekly

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11 / FEBRUARY 8
For our Healing Service, we gather virtually for prayers,
meditations, music, and the warm embrace of friends to renew
our sense of hope, strength, and healing.  The Healing Service is
for those who are struggling with their health, for those
struggling with sadness and grief,  for caregivers who seek
inspiration as they pray for the welfare of loved ones. 

If you are unable to attend the Zoom Healing Service, just send
us the name(s) of the loved ones you would like mentioned
during our prayers. Please be sure to let them know that they
are in all our thoughts and prayers.

HEALING service
MONTHLY

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
All services are open for in-person attendance and will be streamed live at

sinaidenver.org/livestream or on our Facebook page at Facebook.com/SinaiDenver

erev shabbat service
Join us to welcome Shabbat every Friday evening.
Temple Sinai’s service is a rich mixture of Jewish
tradition and modern egalitarian spirit which makes
for an inviting and inclusive experience for those of
every age and background. Our service is filled with
wonderful music that includes both traditional and
modern melodies. Thoughtful messages from the
Rabbis enhance our services. We conclude every Erev
Shabbat service with an oneg dessert and social time
to renew friendships and meet new friends.

FRIDAYS, 6:00 PM
SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN
SATURDAYS, 9:00 AM
Every Shabbat morning we have a lovely service that
encourages participation and ruach, a joyous spirit.
In addition to the Rabbis, congregants are invited to
help lead the service. Opportunities are available for
members to read Torah, provide a short drash
(message about the Torah portion) and help lead the
prayers. If you are interested in leading a part of the
service, contact Rabbi Rick Rheins or Rabbi Michael
Shields. This service is a fabulous way to celebrate
Shabbat and to meet wonderful new friends.

12

/ virtual, at 11:00am

erev shabbat shirah service
FRIDAY, JANUARY 26 AT 6:00 PM

SPECIAL SERVICE

Our Erev Shabbat Shirah service will feature our adult choir led by Leah Hamilton as well as our Youth Choir,
for a beautiful Shabbat of Song and Prayer. On Shabbat Shirah, we read Parashat Beshalach. This Torah
reading contains the Song of the sea which was the song by the children of Israel after the Passage of the
Red Sea. Please join us for this beautiful evening. 



zoom links and
accompanying materials
will be sent via email
prior to each session. 

SINAI SUNDAYS
WINTER 2024

EXPLORING THE TALMUD
TRACTATE KETUBOT

WITH RABBI RICK RHEINS

SHABBAT TORAH STUDY
WITH RABBI ZWERIN AND

RABBI KAYE
SATURDAYS, 10:30AM (VIRTUAL)

JANUARY 6, 13, 20, 27 / FEBRUARY 3, 10, 17, 24

LUNCH AND LEARN
COME LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE

AND MEET FRIENDS 
JANUARY 4, 11, 18, 25 AT NOON 

FEBRUARY 1, 8, 15, 22, 29

BROTHERHOOD, BIBLE & BEER
MEN TALKING TORAH WITH THE RABBIS

DARCY'S  BISTRO AND PUB
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16 AT 6:00PM
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6 AT 6:00PM 

We’ll review ethical and moral issues in selected Jewish
texts, discuss hot current topics, and debate the

important issues of the day. Bring your lunch and join in
the discussion. It’s a great way to learn as well as meet

new friends! 

Lunch and Learn will now be IN-PERSON AT TEMPLE
SINAI with a VIRTUAL OPTION!

Each month, Temple Sinai men get together for a little
study, discussion, and camaraderie. It is a perfect

opportunity to renew friendships and make new friends.
Rabbi Rheins and Rabbi Shields will alternate the leading of

these fun, conversational outings!

classes: JANUARY & FEBRUARY
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This year’s Sinai Sundays class will continue to explore
some of the most important passages and interesting

stories in the Babylonian Talmud. Each week we will read
and discuss selections from the Talmud. This semester we

are studying Tractate Ketubot. It does not matter if you
already have a familiarity with Talmudic text or are

exploring it for the first time. Come and join us as we
explore and discuss the great stories and passages of the

Talmud!

The classes will be held virtually. 
Sundays, 10:00-11:00am.

JANUARY 7, 28
FEBRUARY 11, 25

Join Rabbi Zwerin and Rabbi Kaye on Shabbat mornings
to explore the next few verses in the Torah, and examine

the commentary surrounding the text. Regardless of
previous knowledge, everyone is welcome to add to the
weekly discussions or just to listen. The class began with
Genesis 1 in 1986 and are now in our 38th year. We have  

reached the final few chapters of Deuteronomy. As this last
book of the Torah comes to an end, so does the life of
Moses - and, he has much yet to teach us all before he

ascends his last mountain.

EXPLORING THE HEBREW BIBLE
THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS
WITH RABBI RICK RHEINS

TUESDAYS AT NOON
JANUARY 9, 16, 23, 30
FEBRUARY 6, 20, 27

In January we will read the First Book of Kings. This text
from the Hebrew Bible contains the concluding stories of
King David and the life and experiences of King Solomon.
The stories are a foundational part of Western Civilization
for their spiritual, historical, and literary importance. For

each session, Rabbi Rick Rheins will provide a PDF text as
well as selections from classic commentaries. Of course,

we will also engage in a lively discussion! Join us
VIRTUALLY at noon!



Our tradition teaches us never to give in to despair. Hope is the key to a good life. 

In the spirit of hope, I invite you to our special Musical Concert and celebration of Shabbat
Shirah on Saturday, January 27 at 7:00pm. We have a big surprise for you, which is a special
finale featuring all our Rabbis along with myself, my singing partner Nathan Snyder and our
wonderful pianist, Joann Brown.

I know that many people have been thinking of the hostages so this is a way to honor them
through a musical tribute with the piece "Bring Him Home" from the musical Les Miserables.
Let's honor the hostages and their families by turning our hearts and prayers to their speedy
recovery and safe return to their families.
 
Translation of Hebrew in video:
 
Elohai Shma Koli: God, Hear my Voice
Goralo B'yadecka Eli: His Fate is in your hands, my God
Hu Tza Ir Sh'mar Darko: He is Young, Guard His Path
Ad Yashuv el Beito: Until he returns to his home in peace
B'shalom: Bring Them Home in Peace

Wishing you a happy and joyful 2024!

ruthie@sinaidenver.org

ON A MUSICAL NOTE . . .

Ruthie lipshulch
CANTORIAL SOLOIST

Musically yours,

Ruthie
Ruthie Lipshulch 

CLICK TO PLAY

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Megu6XQxZjmoE_J43wSmgw66q2Ihm-9R
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Megu6XQxZjmoE_J43wSmgw66q2Ihm-9R


the Date
save

TEMPLE SINAI’S
2024 ANNUAL EVENT

APRIL  7, 2024

DETAILS TO FOLLOW



SHEILA PURDIN

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

SHEILA@sinaidenver.org sinaidenver.orgRACHELC@sinaidenver.org

director,

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION
2024-2025

Registrations received after the priority period will be

accepted in the order they are received. When all spaces

are filled new applications will be placed on  waitlist in

the order they are received.

Nonrefundable and nontransferable registration fee and

tuition deposit due at registration.  



We are offering FREE babysitting on Friday evening,
January 26. What a wonderful Erev Shabbat to join us for!
It's Shabbat Shirah, which is a musical Shabbat that will

bring much joy and beauty to our Friday evening Shabbat
service on January 26. Our adult choir will be participating

in the service. 

We welcome all littles and they will be babysat by our
Madrichim.

This is a great way to enjoy Shabbat Services and make new
family connections!

sign up  here!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1O_kycVKaT2b0YW05wYmK6RSXJpIAC8uelDjOYmcauHA/edit?ts=659f03db


THEME: Community
KIBBUTZ CONTRIBUTION: Community Center

THEME: Self
KIBBUTZ CONTRIBUTION: Health Center

THEME: Arts & Literature
KIBBUTZ CONTRIBUTION: Central Library

THEME: Peers
KIBBUTZ CONTRIBUTION: Events Center
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doni kaye
director of RELIGIOUS education
SCHOOL-WIDE KIBBUTZ PROJECT

I hope everyone has a restful winter break! In addition to Judaics and Hebrew learning, next semester, each grade level
will be working on a school-wide project in guidance from our talented educator, Rabbi Bobbie Rosenberg. Each grade
will be contributing to an aspect of a SCHOOL-WIDE KIBBUTZ, or a traditional self-sustaining village found in Israel. The
purpose of this project is to create a sense of community between different grades, and to create inter-grade level
interaction and collaboration. We will send periodic updates on the project. We look forward to seeing how these
projects take shape and complement one another! Take a look at the class-specific project contributions below.:

THEME: Tikkun Olam 
KIBBUTZ CONTRIBUTION: Journalism Center

THEME: 5 Senses
KIBBUTZ CONTRIBUTION: Tourist Center

THEME: Family
KIBBUTZ CONTRIBUTION: Family Center

We look forward to seeing how these projects come together!
Wishing you all a pleasant start to the secular year, 2024!

L'Shalom,

Doni 
Doni Kaye, Director of Education

7TH
GRADE 6TH

GRADE

5TH
GRADE

4TH
GRADE

2ND
GRADE

3RD
GRADE

1ST
GRADE
KINDIE



doni@sinaidenver.org sinaidenver.organnette@sinaidenver.org

SNAPSHOTS OF RELIGIOUS SCHOOL!



MERETZ & RUACH ‘24 B’NEI MITZVAH

FAMILY PROGRAMS

FEB

02

JAN

12 Twisted Shabbat
[CLICK TO REGIS﻿TER]

MAR

02
Havdalah & Hot
Chocolate: Sinai South

MAR

24 Purim Carnival

MEET NEW FAMILIES, BUILD
RELATIONSHIPS AND HAVE FUN WITH

RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS! 

doni@sinaidenver.org sinaidenver.organnette@sinaidenver.org

YOUTH PROGRAMMING AND
IMPORTANT EVENTS

CHECK YOUR EMAILS & THE
RS WEEKLY NEWSLETTER
FOR REGISTRATION AND
MORE DETAILS!

Tu Bishvat with Ekar Farm
[CLICK TO REGISTER]

Chopped Cooking
Challenge

Krav Maga

Chocolate
Seder

JAN
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FEB

25

MAR

31

APR

21
Save the dates! Meretz & Ruach is for Grades

K-6 and offers a fun time for kiddos to
connect with Judaism in social, interactive
ways. Cost is $10/child and includes lunch. 

JAN
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SUNDAYS FOLLOWING RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
12:00 - 1:30PM AT TEMPLE SINAI

2024-25 B’nei Mitzvah
meeting: Torah portion
selection and the BNM
journey

LED BY OUR RABBIS
FOR PARENTS & STUDENTS

11:00AM - 12:00PM AT TEMPLE SINAI

Twisted Shabbat
[CLICK TO REGIS﻿TER]

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/23-meretz-and-ruach-ekar-farms
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/twisted-shabbat-january-12
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/twisted-shabbat-february-2


BA
T

M
IT
ZV

AH
Mariana (Mari) Brucker
January 27, 2024
Mari is the daughter of Julia and Jason and the
sister of Liam. She attends Summit Ridge Middle
School and enjoys drawing, modern dance,
skiing, and the occasional Boba tea. Over the
course of her Bat Mitzvah preparation, Mari has
donated funds to charities local to her home in
Jefferson County, CO as well as to those that
support family, friends, and troops in Israel.
Please consider donating to the Jewish National
fund in honor of her Bat Mitzvah.

sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/twisted-shabbat-january-12

CHALLAH MAKING FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG ATCHALLAH MAKING FOR THE YOUNG AND YOUNG AT  

SINAI FEATURES

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/sinai-swag


A most successful Christmas in the
Park mitzvah day! Thank you so
much to Paul & Susan Levine for
your hard work to collect,
coordinate and create community
year after year!

Thank you, volunteers!

STAY CONNECTED - 
UPCOMING PROGRAMS: JANUARY - FEBRUARY

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: December



SAVE
the
DATE

PURIM
pa-
LOOZA

3 . 2 3 . 2 0 2 4
DETAILS TO FOLLOW FOR TEMPLE SINAI’S CELEBRATION OF PURIM 5784.

SATURDAY, MARCH 23:  PURIM SCHPIEL , DINNER AND TRIVIA

SUNDAY, MARCH 24:  FAMILY PURIM CARNIVAL



boost your connections through scholarships and
jewish opportunities!

learn more and apply at:
sinaidenver.org/what-we-do/scholarships 

lisa thorner, executive director: lisa@sinaidenver.org

WHETHER IT'S FOR SUMMER CAMP, STUDIES, A LIFECYCLE EVENT OR TRAVEL, THERE ARE SO MANY WAYS
THAT YOU CAN BE AWARDED AN EXTRA BOOST OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO FULFILL YOUR PERSONAL OR

FAMILY'S GOALS. 

TEMPLE SINAI IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE FAMILIES AND RESOURCES WHO HAVE DESIGNATED MONETARY
FUNDS FOR THAT EXTRA "BOOST." THESE FUNDS WERE ESTABLISHED FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS BUT THEY
ALL HAVE THE SAME COMMON PURPOSE - TO HELP JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS KEEP THEIR JEWISH SPIRIT ALIVE!

THESE SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES ARE TO BE USED; IT FILLS THE HEARTS AND SOULS FOR EVERYONE WHEN
SCHOLARSHIPS AND OPPORTUNITIES ARE AWARDED. EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST AND MAKE THE MOST OF

YOUR JEWISH JOURNEY!

THE JEFFREY O. ROSENBERG MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
The Jeffrey O. Rosenberg Memorial Scholarship for
Jewish Studies was created by his family to honor his
memory and to sustain his passion for Jewish
scholarship and culture. Each year this scholarship
will support:

1) Textbooks and course materials for Temple Sinai
members enrolled in higher education Jewish study
courses and rabbinic studies. Distributes up to $500
each year to one or multiple students. The applicant
should write a letter describing their Jewish studies
course(s) and the course materials they would like
covered.

2) B’nei Mitzvah tutoring for families: Provides a
student with $500 each for B’nei Mitzvah tutoring. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN,
CO SECTION
For congregants who identify as a woman and are
hoping to further their education after high school or
might be an older returning student later in life, the
NCJW, Colorado Section will be awarding a number
of scholarships to Jewish women in need of
assistance with their tuition to college or technical
school attendance this fall 2023. Application and
information  can be found at 
www.NCJWColorado.org/programs.
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ALAN FARBER MEMORIAL CAMP SCHOLARSHIP
Jewish summer camp of your choice! First time
campers and needs based!

Temple Sinai members Lori and John Spanbauer
generously established the Alan Farber Memorial
Camp Scholarship Fund in loving memory of Lori’s
brother Alan. This annual scholarship will help Temple
Sinai students from qualified families attend a 2-week
or 3-week Jewish sleep-away summer camp. The
scholarship is also available for any mini-camp
sessions for a camper’s first camp experience. The
scholarship is available to all campers based on
financial need that otherwise would prevent them
from attending sleep-away camp.

To Apply: Please contact Lisa Thorner, Executive
Director, for more information at (303) 759-1827 or
lisa@sinaidenver.org.

ALLAN AND HELENA STRIKER SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Temple Sinai is honored to offer a new scholarship,
the Allan and Helena Striker Scholarship Fund. This is
a needs-based scholarship generously funded for the
purpose of supporting academically strong young
men completing their senior year of high school and
attending college the following year. The scholarship
amount is $2,500.

tel:3037591827
mailto:lisa@sinaidenver.org


PAY TRIBUTE TO YOUR LOVED ONES
It is never too late to remember a loved one or to celebrate a graduation, confirmation, Bar/Bat
Mitzvah, a special birthday or any other milestone. The events that we experience individually

are meant to be shared with our Sinai community. Here are several ways in which to do so:

BRICK-BY-BRICK PROJECT
Brick by Brick is an ever-evolving commemoration of
the special moments and people that shape and
influence our lives. Bricks can be purchased online at
http://www.sinaidenver.org/brick-by-brick.html. The
display of bricks is located in front of Temple Sinai’s
entrance. Cost: $125 (4x8 Brick) and $250 for (8x8
Brick).

The Wall of Remembrance, located outside the
Zwerin Sanctuary, is a way to memorialize the
passing of a loved one. Name plates are inscribed
with the name of the departed along with the
English and Hebrew date of death. Cost: $300.

WALL OF REMEMBRANCE

TREE OF LIFE
The Tree of Life sculpture was created by the
renowned synagogue artist Sanford Werfel. The
branches of the tree form the Hebrew words “Etz
Chaim.” The stones at the roots of the Tree are
symbolic of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. The golden
leaves and stones may be inscribed to highlight or
commemorate joyous occasions, including births,
weddings, anniversaries, graduations or to honor
family, parents or friends. Cost: $175 to inscribe a leaf
and $1,000 to inscribe a stone.
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in memoriam
Rachel Asseoff, mother of David (Aliza Spiegel) Aseoff, grandmother of Jesse and Samantha Aseoff
Eunice Finer, wife of the late Sam Finer, aunt of Janelle (Richard) Mock, friend of Leslie Schwartz
Sam Finer, husband of the late Eunice Finer, uncle of Janelle (Richard) Mock, friend of Leslie Schwartz
Adele Stein, mother of Alan (Gretchen) Stein

CONT’D RABBI RICHARD RHEINS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
Patty Ross 
     Michael Ross
Selma Winograd 
     Robyn Friedman

IN HONOR OF:
Hebrew naming of
Juniper Sadie Gindin 
     Matt & Mindy Gindin

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Frances Deneroff and Louis Deneroff
     Eleanor Deneroff

ROBIN'S WORLD PLAYGROUND FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Esther Littman and Sol & Bessie Kessler
Stahl 
     Sherwin & Alice Littman

TEMPLE SINAI GENERAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Stan Bauer 
     Sheldon & Elaine Hayutin
     Bev Rouleau
     Stanley & Liz Wolfson 
Nanette Eckstein 
     Pearlman-Swartz Family
June Glasser 
     Wendy Glasser
Jacob Smith 
     Raymond & Alicia Smith
Celia Sorkin and Ann Surkin 
     Marc & Laurie Sorkin

IN HONOR OF:
Steve Finesilver for his Lunch & Learn
presentation 
     Marc & Laurie Sorkin
Fern Seltzer's Birthday 
     Aaron Seltzer

WE CARE/SOCIAL ACTION FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Shirley Davis 
     Jan & Linda Dorfman
Carol DeYoung 
     Gerald & Natalie Lassow
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TRIBUTES

ALAN FARBER MEMORIAL CAMP
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Sam & Eunice Finer, Yoni Schwartz, and
Loraine Waldman 
     Leslie Schwartz

APPEL FAMILY YOUTH EDUCATION
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN HONOR OF:
Sterling Sheldon, Mordechai Menachem 
     Ken & Juli Kramer

ARNOLD L. GREENBERG MEMORIAL
FUND FOR INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
IN HONOR OF:
Bernie Greenberg's 70th Birthday 
     Kenneth L Greenberg & Anna Maria 
     Menza

ILENE SHIROFF MEMORIAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Mark Levy 
     Lilette Bagwin

JULIUS & HELEN RING IST FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Saul Gottlieb, Zev Grauer, Dr. Donald
Huttner, Sonya Singer, and Elaine Wolf
     Melvyn & Roberta Klein
Ilse Guthery, Ben Samit, and Henry Van
De Polder
     Jean Guthery
Dr. Stephen Meitus 
     Jean Guthery
     Melvyn & Roberta Klein 
Eugene Markell Rosenthall 
     Louis & Andrea Rosenthall

MARILYN TOBIN MEMORIAL FLOWER
FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Shirley Davis and Dr. Stephen Meitus 
     Marshall & Carol Tobin
Ben Lesser 
     Mort Lesser

IN HONOR OF:
Speedy recovery of Brad Licht 
     Marshall & Carol Tobin

OSI & SELMA SLADEK CULTURAL ARTS
/ MUSIC FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Sandra Tenenbaum 
     Steve & Julie Rotenberg
John Van Risseghem and Mary Van
Risseghem 
     Mary Bleecher

PRESCHOOL UNDERWRITING FUND
DONORS:
Mike & Dana Kershner 

RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Victor Katz 
     Stephen Katz & Judy Aronson

RABBI RICHARD RHEINS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Alan August 
     Arnold & Joanne Luterman
Brian Brucker 
     Jason & Julia Brucker
Shirley Davis 
     Jan & Linda Dorfman
Sherman Dreiseszun 
     Marshall & Helene Abrahams
Douglas Erickson 
     Freda Fern Erickson
Mary Gold, Clara Hamerling, Gloria
Weinstein, Molly Weinstein, and Murray
Weinstein
     Alan & Linda Weinstein
Ruth Mytelka Greene 
     Marcy Greene 
Victor Katz 
     Stephen Katz & Judy Aronson 
Sol Lewensohn 
     Barbara Glassman 
Dr. Stephen Meitus 
     Stu & Robin Pack
Frank Post 
     Paul & Susan Levine
 Joseph & Debra Stasio
Howard Reissner and Miriam Schindler
     Richard & Gayle Glucksman

donations *Donations processed November 1 – 30, 2023*



donations
learn about each of temple sinai’s funds
part of what’s special about temple sinai is the ability for our members to make donations to funds that feel meaningful
to them and/or their loved ones. our members’ contributions to these funds helps temple sinai thrive in our present day as
well as prepare for a bright future. 

Alan Farber Memorial Camp Scholarship Fund: To
provide funds to send kids to Jewish sleep-away
summer camp. 
Appel Family Youth Scholarship Fund: To help
students attend Temple Sinai’s Religious School with
tuition and fees. The fund is needs based. 
Arnold L. Greenberg Memorial Fund for Interfaith
Dialogue: To generate a climate of peaceful coexistence
and harmonious social relations among various Denver
area faith communities by increasing interfaith
dialogue, collaboration and initiatives. 
Brotherhood Fund: The Brotherhood at Temple Sinai
provides services to the Temple through Jewish men by
promoting a sense of fellowship and camaraderie
among its membership. Brotherhood fosters education,
social and cultural understanding; all men are welcome
to join us at any event throughout the year.  Helps
support the IST scholarship program.
Building Maintenance Fund: This fund supports the
physical demands of our brick and mortar structure.  It
allows us to make repairs and improvements for a more
secure, functioning and beautiful Temple for all who
enter our doors. 
Cantorial Fund: To support the cantorial services,
including concerts for the Temple.
Cohen Family B’nei Mitzvah Chumash Fund: Each
Bar/Bat Mitzvah should receive their own Chumash.
Once the principal is high enough to sustain the gifts, it
can no longer be invaded. A book plate will be placed in
each book.  
Cushman Neal Family Wellness Fund: To provide
health and mental wellness programs.
Daniel Aaron Lipson Memorial IST Scholarship: Grants
$1,000 to two Temple Sinai IST participants each year.
The scholarship is a needs-based award. 
Doron Abosch Memorial Fund: For the maintenance of
the grand piano and to support the annual concert. 
Eber Cultural Arts Fund: To promote and underwrite
cultural programs such as films, performers and
speakers. 
General Fund: To provide additional funding for the
operations of the Temple. 
Haag Family Assistance Fund: To help congregants in
extreme need of basic food and other essentials. 
Ida & Max Fogel Windows of the World Fund: To
purchase Jewish books and media and to endow library
staffing. 
Ilene Shiroff Memorial Fund: For the planting and
maintenance of the flower garden. 
Jeffrey O. Rosenberg Memorial Scholarship Fund: To
provide textbooks and other course materials for
Temple Sinai members enrolled in higher education
Jewish study courses and rabbinic studies and to
provide B’nei mitzvah tutoring for families in need.

Jewish Education Fund: To provide opportunities for
children to go to Israel on a program and to subsidize
scholars for discussion groups on Israel and other Jewish
matters. The fund also helps bring in guest speakers,
affords scholars-in-residence and hosts programs at little
to no cost to the congregation.  
Julius & Helen Ring Israel Teen Scholarship Fund: To
underwrite a portion of the community Israel Study Tour
(IST) and to provide funds for our youth traveling to Israel
on recognized programs. 
Marilyn Tobin Memorial Flower Fund: To provide pulpit
flowers for worship services.  
Osi and Selma Sladek Cultural Arts/Music Fund: To
support cultural and musical events at Temple Sinai. 
Prayer Book Fund: For Shabbat and High Holy Days
prayerbooks. 
Preschool Underwriting Fund: To support preschool
operations. 
Rabbi Richard Rheins Discretionary Fund: To provide
unbudgeted items and programs which the Rabbi
designates for the Temple, to help the needy in our
midst, and/or to support various local and Jewish
charities.
Rabbi Michael Shields Discretionary Fund: To provide
unbudgeted items and programs which the Rabbi
designates for the Temple, to help the needy in our
midst, and/or to support various local and Jewish
charities.
Rabbi Zwerin Discretionary Fund: To perpetuate the
future of Temple Sinai and to honor the contributions of
Rabbi Zwerin. 
Religious School Fund: To provide scholarship funds for
our teachers to attend educational conferences,
workshops and courses which will enhance Religious
School. Also to provide scholarships for children in
Religious School. 
Robin’s World Playground Fund: To provide upkeep and
expansion of the playground and outdoor learning
spaces. 
Teacher Education Fund: To help subsidize workshops
or conventions for teachers in both Religious School and
Preschool. 
We Care/Social Action Fund: Works to reach out to our
congregants in their moments of need and celebration.  
This fund also supports all of Temple Sinai’s Social Action
and Social Justice programs and allows us to make a
significant difference in our community.
Women’s Programming Initiative: The mission of
Women at Temple Sinai is to support women in our
congregation. The programs provide social, educational
and fun experiences.

click here to donate today
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https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/payment.php


SINAI STAFF:
RICHARD RHEINS
Senior Rabbi
ext. 307
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org

MICHAEL SHIELDS
Associate Rabbi
ext. 306
rabbishields@sinaidenver.org

RAYMOND ZWERIN
Rabbi Emeritus
ext. 304 

RUTHIE LIPSHULCH
Cantorial Soloist
ext. 309
ruthie@sinaidenver.org

LISA THORNER
Executive Director
ext. 315
lisa@sinaidenver.org 

LAUREN BUBIS
Business Administrator
lauren@sinaidenver.org 

LAUREN KIMBALL
Assistant Executive Director
ext. 314
lkimball@sinaidenver.org

JESSICA WOLF
Administrative Assistant
jessica@sinaidenver.org 

DEBBIE FOSTER
Family Connections
debbie@sinaidenver.org 

LINDSEY BALTIMORE
Marketing Manager
lindsey@sinaidenver.org 

staff and board

President - STEPHANIE PODOLAK
Vice President - JONATHAN FALK
Vice President - ANA KOSER
Vice President - MARSHALL TOBIN
Treasurer - ANNA KAMINSKY
Secretary - KATHY ZEIGER
Past President - DAVID EISNER

executive committee:

JEANETTE AMAYO
DAVID APPEL
PAULETTE BRODY
ROBERT EBER
GIL GERSTEIN
JEAN GUTHERY

REBECCA HEA
ALISON MAGNO
RACHAEL NARCISI
TERRI TILLISS
LISA MEER WEISS
EDDIE YENKINSON

trustees:
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RACHEL CRAM
Preschool Assistant Director
303.759.0755
rachelc@sinaidenver.org

DONIEL KAYE
Director of Education
ext. 308
doni@sinaidenver.org

DANAE RONBERG
Preschool Operations Manager
303.759.0755
danae@sinaidenver.org

SHEILA PURDIN
Director of Early Childhood Education
303.759.0755
sheila@sinaidenver.org 

ANNETTE WEINER
Religious School Administrative Assistant
annette@sinaidenver.org

KELSEY OLIVER
Administrative Assistant
ext. 322
kelsey@sinaidenver.org



KEEP UP WITH TEMPLE SINAI

facebook.com/TempleSinai
facebook.com/SinaiDenverRS
facebook.com/TempleSinaiPreSchoolDenver

303.759.1827

3509 S. GLENCOE ST., DENVER, CO 80237

sinaidenver.org

MAIL@sinaidenver.org




