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Temple Sinai 
2024 annual event 

Temple Sinai hosted its Annual Event on April 7 and itwas an

absolute blast marked by the delightful ambiance of dueling pianos.

Through a harmonious blend of music, camaraderie, and

generosity, we achieved remarkable results thatwill resonate far

beyond the melodiesof the evening. Thank you for your support and

allowing us to Shine a Light on Temple Sinai.



A tremendous thank you to our 2024 sponsors. 
This event would not have been possible without your support.

GRAND PIANO
Marshall and Helene Abrahams

David and Terry Appel
Richard and Ellene Austin

Mark and Bobbi Kramer
Bob and Margie Rashti

TEMPO TITANS
Jean Guthery

Mel and Roberta Klein
Rabbis Rick and Susan Rheins
GC2 Professional Services PC,

Jeffrey and Jay B. Cohen

MELODY MAESTROS
Grace Bach

David Eisner and Renee Johnson
Joe and Susan Epstein

Bernie Rogoff and Jean Greenberg
Fern Seltzer and Andrew Heymsfield

Marshall and Carol Tobin
Gary Yourtz

Rabbi Raymond and Rikki Zwerin

PIANO MAN
Michael and Geegee Brunschwig

Citadel Security, USA
Rob and Leslie Eber

Steven and Debra Fendrich
Matthew and Marie Gordon
Jerome and Dorothy Gotlieb

Jerry and Natalie Lassow
Dr. Jonathan Singer and Linda

Leonard
Estelle Meskin

Mt. Nebo Memorial Park and Cemetery
Mark and Barbara Lettes

Fred and Ann Leviton
Occasions Catering

Michael and Stephanie Podolak
Rabbi Michael and Jacquie Shields

Thank you to our DONORS, both
event and live auction and event

VENDORS
Dueling Pianos Road Show

Happy Canyon Flowers, Alex Jackson
Goodman Global Consulting and

Events, Eric Goodman
Michael and Stephanie Podolak
Stacy Pocrass and Terri Tilliss
A Perfect Pear, Tina Ramirez

KSL Capital, Eric Resnick
Rabbis Rick and Susan Rheins

Oskar Blues Brewery, Doug Rittenberg



Your paragraph text

Temple Sinai  
Seder 2024/5784

Temple Sinai celebrated the first night Seder with 200 people in attendance 



THE SIGNIFICANCE 
OF THE “YOMS”
RABBI RICK RHEINS

Yom in Hebrew means “day.” Something that is
described as “yom-yom” is “daily occurrence.” And then,
of course, there are days that are very special, which we
call a “yom tov” or in Yiddish, a “yontif.” For the most
part, we would use yom tov or yontif in reference to a
Festival observance, specifically Pesach (Passover),
Shavuot, and Sukkot. But over the past century, the
Jewish people have created three new “Yoms”, which we
will celebrate this year in May: Yom HaShoah (Holocaust
Memorial Day); Yom HaZikaron (Israel Memorial Day);
and Yom HaAtzmaut (Israel Independence Day). There
will be community observances of each of the “Yoms” in
Denver and Temple Sinai is honored to host Yom
HaZikaron on Sunday, May 12 at 7:00pm. 

These new “Yoms” have added significance for us this
year. On October 7, Simchat Torah, a Yom Tov,
Palestinian terrorists led by Hamas attacked Israel and
murdered over 1,200 innocent people, many of whom
were young people attending a music festival. The
Palestinians then kidnapped hundreds of Israelis and, to
this date, still hold around 200 people as hostages and
as human shields. The Palestinian pogrom on October 7
was the deadliest attack against Jews since the
Holocaust. Recently, on April 6, Iran fired over 300
missiles and killer drones against Israel. The threats to
annihilate Jews are not idle boasts by fringe sickos.
Rather, the perpetrators mean what they say and have
no hesitation carrying out their threats.

Unfortunately, there are those around the world,
including here in the United States, who enthusiastically
support these deadly attacks against Jews and Israel. It
is shockingly ironic that many of the pro-Palestinian
protestors opening call for death to Jews and the
destruction of Israel, and yet they accuse Israel of
genocide. The vast majority of leaders in this country
and around the world see through the cynical and
vicious twisting of truth by the antisemitic mobs that
are rioting on campuses, shutting down roads and
bridges, and harassing public meetings. The vast
majority of the American people recognize that the
radical leftist pro-Palestinian Hamas protestors are
simply another in the long line of those like Al-Qaeda,
Isis, Islamic Jihad, the Iranian Revolutionaries, and
anarchists, who seek to destroy both America and Israel.
The far-leftists are unlikely allies of the far-right Klan,
neo-Nazis, and other fringe groups that are equally
violent and seek to bring down this country. Their evil
intent is not just a Civil War movie fantasy.

So this year, Yom HaShoah, the Holocaust Memorial
observance, will be much more than remembrance of
the past. We now know that our promise “Never Again”
will have to be backed up with action.

And this year, when we observe Yom HaZikaron at
Temple Sinai and consider the brave men and women
who died in defense of Israel or who were murdered in
terrorist attacks, we know that the threats to Israel’s
security still present an on-going struggle.

And when we gather on Sunday, May 5 to celebrate
Yom HaAtzmaut, the State of Israel’s 76th birthday, we
will know with more conviction than ever that we
cannot take for granted Israel’s security and wellbeing.

Your prayers, your support, and your action are
blessings that are needed
more than ever.

B’vrakhah,

Rick

Rabbi Rick Rheins

Memorial Weekend Erev Shabbat Service
Honoring the Memories of Those who Fought and

Died to Defend and Protect our Nation
Friday, May 24 at 6 PM

On the Friday of Memorial Day weekend, we will
honor the men and women who gave their lives
in defense of our nation. The liberties, freedoms,
and opportunities that we enjoy in the United
States were secured through the sacrifice of
brave men and women who served the in the
Armed Forces in defense of our country. Too
many of those heroes paid the ultimate price.
Their lives should never be taken for granted.
Let this Memorial Day weekend be a time of
reflection, gratitude, and remembrance of those
who gave their lives for our freedoms.
Representatives of our Jewish War Veterans
post will make a special presentation.



COUNTING IS
IMPORTANT 
RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS

Judaism embraces a tradition of counting; from the
number of days during creation to the number of
Israelites who left Egypt, from the number of
commandments to the number of years we
wandered in the wilderness. Just a few years ago we
found ourselves in the uncertain and unknown
expanse of COVID. We experienced loss, grief, fatigue
and so much more. We also found new ways to
connect to one another. We were resilient, and now
we journey forward with some wisdom and strength
collected in that wilderness journey. 

Today, as individuals, families, and as a Jewish
community - part of Am Yisrael, the People of Israel,
we find ourselves again in the wilderness. Since
October 7, Jews in Israel, around the world, and right
here in the United States have been faced with
ongoing uncertainty. We continue to count the
growing number of attacks that our college students
face and the often lackluster and inadequate
responses from their universities. It could be easy to
give in to despair. 

However, there is hope. There are wells of sustenance
from which to draw hope. During these times we can
look to our 4000 year old tradition for guidance and
draw lessons from the Counting of the Omer. 

From Passover to Shavuot, God commands us to
count each day for a total of fifty days, called the
omer. Saturday May 25 is the 33rd day of the Omer,
called Lag B’omer, a day of special celebration. We
learn in the Talmud (Yevamot 61b) that during the
omer over 1500 years ago, a plague afflicted the
students of Rabbi Akiva. As a result, some follow the
tradition to refrain from cutting hair or shaving-
mourning rituals for those who died. 

Legend teaches that on the 33rd day of the omer the
plague lifted and we celebrate this time period with
bonfires and rejoicing. The students of Rabbi Akiva
were in a period of mourning leading up that day. We
too have been counting since October 7. We are all in
need of Lag B’omer more than ever. We pray for and
need for that time to come when the insidious
plague will lift and we can rejoice that the captives,
long-held, have been returned, that the enemies of
Israel have been vanquished, and that peace has
returned to the land.

Michael
Rabbi Michael Shields

We know that all of the problems that plague us in
our wildernesses will not magically end on Lag
B’omer but we can take this time to patiently wait
for but also actively work towards a more hopeful
and safe time. We can find reasons to count the
blessings we do have in our lives and express
gratitude. We can use our wellsprings of hope to
power us forward individually and communally. It is
important to count the many ways that we are not
just surviving, but thriving.

Sinai students are becoming b’nei mitzvah in our
sanctuary. Our Confirmation students will read
from our Holocaust Torah scroll. Our Youth Choir
members are blessing us with their beautiful voices
and our adult choir members are beginning to
whistle and hum the High Holy Day melodies that
will lift our prayers to the heavens in just a few short
months, and the Temple Sinai professional team
and clergy are in the beginning planning stages for
the Days of Awe. In the summer months we will
welcome our first Shabbat services in our new
outdoor space and the Temple Sinai Brotherhood
softball teams will take to the diamond to compete
against our Jewish brethren from around the
Denver area. 

Counting the Omer, the days of the week, month,
year, and more allows us to not only separate
different time periods but also different stages in
our lives. We count the years since we lost a loved
one, since we have been afflicted with disease, or
since a moment that transformed our lives forever,
and we also count and celebrate the number of
years of our lives, how long we have worked at a
specific place, the time we have spent with our
beloveds.

Each year our counting of the Omer and the
retelling of the story of Rabbi Akiva reminds us that
better days lie ahead. It will continue to take
patience, courage, community and faith, but we will
arrive at Sinai together. As we look ahead to Lag
B’omer, Shavuot, and the upcoming New Year, I
relish opportunities to deepen our bonds; gather
together, learn together, and pray together. I wish
you all health, peace, courage and comfort as we
count together.



ruthie@sinaidenver.org

Dear Temple Sinai,

Please enjoy this video I
made during Passover. It
is a Persian Jewish
Setting of the opening
invitation to the Seder.
This is the bread of
affliction; let all who are
hungry come and eat. 

Shalom and Chag Sameach!

ON A MUSICAL NOTE . . .

Ruthie lipshulch
CANTORIAL SOLOIST

Upcoming Performances
 Shabbat on May 17

CALLING ALL  K-5 MUSICAL SONGBIRDS! 

Your Cantorial Soloist,

Ruthie
Ruthie Lipshulch 

Ruthie

click here to enjoy the video 

mailto:ruthie@sinaidenver.orgDear
https://www.facebook.com/SinaiDenver/videos/3838122073112540


Finally, after smoothing out the bumps, my blog-
newsletter of offerings is up and ready to be
viewed. If you like what you see, please subscribe.
It’s free. Or if you want to help with the costs, you
are welcome to contribute.

So, you ask, what can I find there?

Sermons:  The Introduction to my book, Forty
Years of Wondering: The High Holy Day
Sermons of Rabbi Raymond A. Zwerin, plus a few
of those 100 sermons from each decade (1960s -
2000s) narrated by me. So far, there are a number
of sermons posted, and more will be added every
so often.

Life Stories:  Unusual weddings, odd happenings
at funerals, unexpected happenings while
conducting worship services in synagogues
during our travels abroad, miscellaneous
happenings to our family (such as extortion by a
wannabe member of the American Nazi Party),
etc. There are 47 such tales waiting to be posted. A
few already are. Some events are tweaked to
protect the innocent; all names removed. Each
story is unique. Rabbis don’t lead uneventful lives.

Spain: Rikki and I spent a number of weeks
traveling through this unusual country by car
looking for the Sephardic roots of our families, and
came across much about the past and much
about the present that is of interest. Over 20 cities
were on our itinerary, each with its unique history,
and each with its account of relationships
between Jews and Muslims in southern Andalusia
and with Catholics in the north -- Golden Ages to
the Inquisition. It’s part history, part travelogue,
part novel. Seville and Gibraltar are the first
posting. More on the way.

history, part travelogue, part novel. Seville and
Gibraltar are the first posting. More on the way.

Teachings: I have given lectures around the
country on numerous topics literally from A to
Z (“Angels: What and Why?” ~ “Zodiac: A
Jewish Calendar?”;), and have taught Melton
and OLLI courses for decades on countless
subjects. The first lecture of a course called
“Controversies in Judaism” is posted. It’s a long
read, but there is a Summary if you’re a short
reader.

More: Ultimately, I expect to post my novels
(published and unpublished), a history of our
outstanding Jewish educational book
company, ARE Publishing, Inc., and along the
way some thoughts, concerns, possibilities,
projects, responses to questions, you get the
idea. Will there be interviews? Not now, or as
Franz Rosenzweig might have said, not yet.

The blog is called “Beyond Belief.” Click here -
zwerin.substack.com. When it opens, click on
any of the topics under the bold Beyond Belief
header. The articles read from the bottom of
each column up. When you subscribe, you’ll
automatically receive each new posting by
email or you can read all postings anytime in
the blog. Drop me a note at rebbez@aol.com if
you need help with the site or have comments.
Thanks to all who have been nudging me for
years to do this, and thanks in advance to any
who might encourage me to continue to do it
... or not.

A Happy and Healthful 2024 to all,
Ray Zwerin, 

Ray Zwerin
Rabbi Emeritus 

mailto:rebbez@aol.com


Classes
Torah Study: Saturdays at 10:30AM

(virtual)

Bible Class: Tuesdays at 12:00PM
(virtual)

Lunch & Learn: Thursdays at 12:00PM
(in-person and virtual)

STAY CONNECTED - 
may AT A GLANCE

Monthly Programs

Worship Special Services

 Healing Service

visit us @ sinaidenver.org/calendar

Brotherhood, Bible and Beer
Darcy’s Pub & Bistro

Tuesday, 5/7 at 6:00PM 

Brotherhood Monthly Breakfast
Morning Story 

Thursday, 5/9 at 9:00AM

Knitting and Crocheting for JOY
Temple Sinai

Wednesday, 5/15 at 1:00PM

Jewish War Veterans
Monthly Meeting

Sunday, 5/19 at 9:00AM

Sinai Book Group Meeting
Temple Sinai

Wednesday, 5/15 at 6:15 PM

family Programs

Thursday 5/16

Friday 5/3

Saturday 5/4

Friday 5/10

Saturday 5/11

Friday 5/17

Saturday 5/18

Erev Shabbat

Shabbat Morning Minyan 

Erev Shabbat 

Shabbat Morning Minyan 

Erev Shabbat

Shabbat Morning Minyan

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . .

. . . . . .  

Friday 5/24

Shabbat Morning Minyan
Erev Shabbat

Saturday 5/25 . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Friday 5/31 Erev Shabbat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Final Spring Twisted Shabbat
Temple Sinai

Friday, 5/17 at 5:30PM

Friday 5/10 Erev Shabbat with
Confimation Class 5784

. . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . .

Friday 5/24    Erev Shabbat Honoring the
Memories of Those who

Fought and Died to Defend
and Protect our Nation

. . . 

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/calendar


weekly

THURSDAY, MAY 16
For our Healing Service, we gather virtually for prayers,
meditations, music, and the warm embrace of friends to renew
our sense of hope, strength, and healing.  The Healing Service is
for those who are struggling with their health, for those
struggling with sadness and grief,  for caregivers who seek
inspiration as they pray for the welfare of loved ones. 

If you are unable to attend the Zoom Healing Service, just send
us the name(s) of the loved ones you would like mentioned
during our prayers. Please be sure to let them know that they
are in all our thoughts and prayers.

HEALING service
MONTHLY

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
All services are open for in-person attendance and will be streamed live at

sinaidenver.org/livestream or on our Facebook page at Facebook.com/SinaiDenver

erev shabbat service
Join us to welcome Shabbat every Friday evening.
Temple Sinai’s service is a rich mixture of Jewish
tradition and modern egalitarian spirit which makes
for an inviting and inclusive experience for those of
every age and background. Our service is filled with
wonderful music that includes both traditional and
modern melodies. Thoughtful messages from the
Rabbis enhance our services. We conclude every Erev
Shabbat service with an oneg dessert and social time
to renew friendships and meet new friends.

FRIDAYS, 6:00 PM
SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN
SATURDAYS, 9:00 AM
Every Shabbat morning we have a lovely service that
encourages participation and ruach, a joyous spirit.
In addition to the Rabbis, congregants are invited to
help lead the service. Opportunities are available for
members to read Torah, provide a short drash
(message about the Torah portion) and help lead the
prayers. If you are interested in leading a part of the
service, contact Rabbi Rick Rheins or Rabbi Michael
Shields. This service is a fabulous way to celebrate
Shabbat and to meet wonderful new friends.

/ virtual, at 11:00am



zoom links and
accompanying materials
will be sent via email
prior to each session. 

SHABBAT TORAH STUDY
WITH RABBI ZWERIN AND

RABBI KAYE
SATURDAYS, 10:30AM (VIRTUAL)

MAY 4,11,18,25

LUNCH AND LEARN
COME LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE

AND MEET FRIENDS 
MAY 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30 AT NOON 

BROTHERHOOD, BIBLE & BEER
MEN TALKING TORAH WITH THE RABBIS

DARCY'S  BISTRO AND PUB
TUESDAY, MAY 7 AT 6:00PM

 
We’ll review ethical and moral issues in selected Jewish

texts, discuss hot current topics, and debate the
important issues of the day. Bring your lunch and join in
the discussion. It’s a great way to learn as well as meet

new friends! 

Lunch and Learn will now be IN-PERSON AT TEMPLE
SINAI with a VIRTUAL OPTION!

Each month, Temple Sinai men get together for a little
study, discussion, and camaraderie. It is a perfect

opportunity to renew friendships and make new friends.
Rabbi Rheins and Rabbi Shields will alternate the leading of

these fun, conversational outings!

MAY CLASSES

Join Rabbi Zwerin and Rabbi Kaye on Shabbat mornings
to explore the next few verses in the Torah, and examine

the commentary surrounding the text. Regardless of
previous knowledge, everyone is welcome to add to the
weekly discussions or just to listen. The class began with
Genesis 1 in 1986 and are now in our 38th year. We have  

reached the final few chapters of Deuteronomy. As this last
book of the Torah comes to an end, so does the life of
Moses - and, he has much yet to teach us all before he

ascends his last mountain.

EXPLORING THE HEBREW BIBLE
THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS
WITH RABBI RICK RHEINS

TUESDAYS AT NOON
MAY 7, 14, 21 & 28

In January we will read the First Book of Kings. This text
from the Hebrew Bible contains the concluding stories of
King David and the life and experiences of King Solomon.
The stories are a foundational part of Western Civilization
for their spiritual, historical, and literary importance. For

each session, Rabbi Rick Rheins will provide a PDF text as
well as selections from classic commentaries. Of course,

we will also engage in a lively discussion! Join us
VIRTUALLY at noon!



Sick? Struggling? Want a call or a meeting?
Inform the Rabbis!

Adding to the agony and frustration of dealing with illness or struggling with a difficult time is
the nagging thought that you are forgotten and that no one cares. Temple Sinai most

certainly cares about every one of our members. Rabbi Rheins and Rabbi Shields are always
quick to make a call and/or visit to any of our members and their loved ones. We also have a
group of volunteers on our Caring Committee who will do their best to respond with cards,

calls and offers of assistance. 

Please call or email our Rabbis and let them know that you’d like their help.

Confidential messages can be made directly to:
Rabbi Rick Rheins, rabrheins@sinaidenver.org

Rabbi Michael Shields, rabbishields@sinaidenver.org

. . .NOTES FROM OUR CLERGY
B'nei Mitzvah in 2025 & 2026

Know that it is never too late to have our children experience the life-affirming joy and
pride of accomplishment by leading a service as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. If you have a child

who will turn 13 (or older) in 2025 or 2026 and you do not yet have a reserved service date,
please call Rabbi Rick Rheins or Rabbi Michael Shields and we’ll answer all your questions

and help you find a date that works for your family.
 

Or if you would like to stop in, date selection request forms are available in the Temple
Sinai office. We can also mail one directly to you. 

Know that our clergy work personally with each student and their family to help create a
memorable celebration that will bring a lifetime of blessings. 

Interested in becoming Jewish or learning more about Judaism?
Sign up for the next Introduction To Judaism course!

The Rocky Mountain Rabbis & Cantors (RMRC) offers a nationally renowned 28-week
Introduction to Judaism (ITJ) course. This program is taught by Rabbis from the Reform,

Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Modern Orthodox movements. ITJ is a cornerstone of
the Denver Jewish community’s conversion program. It is one of the few in the country in

which Rabbis from all the respective movements participate. 

There is a modest fee for the course, but some scholarships are available. If you are
interested in the Introduction to Judaism course, please call either Rabbi Rick Rheins or

Rabbi Michael Shields. 



SHEILA PURDIN

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
director,

Temple Sinai Preschool is grounded by a strong
kehillah/community that is supported by volunteer
leadership, specifically our Parent Teacher
Organization (PTO). Our PTO is co-chaired by Rachel
Baum and Kirsten Chod. Rachel and Kirsten
answered the call to lead the organization while also
agreeing to participate in a four month Community
of Practice (CoP) sponsored by The Efshar Project to
prepare for the job. It was a huge commitment, with
the understanding that they would be at the helm
of the PTO for at least two years. I recently asked
Kirsten and Rachel to tell us about their work as
Temple Sinai Preschool PTO co-chairs.

What inspired you to co-chair Temple Sinai
Preschool Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)?
We are both passionate about creating community
for young families. After COVID, our PTO was, in a
sense, starting over from scratch. We were excited
to create a framework for how to operate the PTO,
and make it sustainable so future leaders would
have a solid foundation upon which to build.

What has been most rewarding for you as PTO
co-chairs?
Temple Sinai Preschool is known for its incredible
community - friendly “hellos” in the hallways,
classroom playdates, events that allow families to
get to know one another - we have so many families
who genuinely want to connect with one another,
so our role is just to create opportunities for them to
do so!  It has been rewarding to create new events
that foster a greater sense of community within our
school. We implemented class/grade breakfasts on
mornings when the preschool opened late for
professional development training. We held a
number of “Walk and Talks” where we met on the
highline canal after drop-off and walked together.
Along with so many other events our PTO has been
orchestrating for years, all our programs help foster
a greater sense of community within our school.

Our role has allowed us to bridge the home/school
connection not only for our other PTO volunteers
and families, but for ourselves as well. Showing our
children that our school is a part of our extended
family is so meaningful and has been incredibly
rewarding for us. 

What are you most proud of in your first year
leading the PTO?
We have put so much work into creating a
framework for our PTO that is sustainable. We’re
proud of how often we are complimented on our
organization and clear communication, and we’re
proud our work has paid off! 

What are your goals for PTO next year?
Our goal for next year is to grow our parent
involvement and provide more opportunities, both
large and small, for families to be involved and get
connected. We spent this past year creating the
flyers, communication methods, and new program
ideas. This coming year we can have more fun
marketing our events and volunteer opportunities
and less time mapping out the logistics! 

Warmly, 

Sheila



SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

Due to the addition of the second month of
Adar, and the subsequently delayed start to
Passover, we wrap up a very full and
meaningful year here at the Temple Sinai
Religious School during this major festival. It’s
a unique moment for the Religious School
community to conclude their learning, and
reflect on a year of quality Jewish experiences
together. 

Some energizing highlights from this year in
an effort to provide spaces and structure for
eclectic ways of journeying Jewishly include:

Choreographed musical K-2 services with
Ruthie and Rabbi Shields.
Student leadership and Torah talks with
Rabbi Rheins at 3-7 services.
Rotation and activity based Judaic and
Hebrew learning in all grades with our
amazing teachers and madrichim.
Guest visits from Andrew Galitzer, Todd
Hennessey, and other talented educators.
Israeli culture with our shinshinit.
RS Task Force hosted greeting and
mingling stations and family gatherings.
Hebrew After Hours for additional support
in mastering Hebrew and liturgy with Arin
Simon and Rabbi Bobbie Rosenberg.
Our end-of-year Sinai Brotherhood hosted
BBQ.
Our annual Chocolate Seder.
Unpacking relevant Jewish topics and
discovering Jewish adulthood in Teen
Academy.
Studying Mussar and Jewish prayer in
Confirmation class.
Confirmation Retreat and Confirmation
Service.
6th grade B’nei Mitzvah family learning
with Rabbi Shields.
Minyan Makers with the Rabbis.
Family Education with Rabbi Shields. 
Mitzvah Day with Sinai teaching staff and
homeroom parents!

Doni Kaye

L'Shalom,

Doni 
Doni Kaye, Director of Education

Jewish Music and Choir sessions with
Ruthie.

We look forward to continued quality
learning experiences together starting mid-
August of 2024! Please be on the lookout for
Pre-registration in the coming days! We
want to thank parents, teachers, students,
volunteers, and all community members for
being an indispensable part of this very rich
and meaningful journey together.

Save the Date!
2024 Annual Meeting

As we're about to conclude another fiscal year, we invite
you to save the date for our 2024 Annual Meeting on

Tuesday, June 18 at 5:30 p.m. Due to the large attendance
numbers for this meeting, we will once again hold the

meeting virtually. 
All congregants in good standing who wish to attend

must register online in order to join the meeting. You will
only receive a Zoom link and password if you have

successfully registered.
A formal email invitation will be sent out shortly,

including the Zoom link and additional materials. Some
highlights of the meeting will include 2023-24

accomplishments, 2024-25 goals, a review of our
financials and the proposed slate of 2024-2025 Board of

Trustees and Officers will be available in the report. 
Thank you all for a wonderful 2023-2024 year. We

couldn't have continued to do what we do without each
and every one of you. 

Sincerely, 
Lisa Thorner, Executive Director
Rabbi Rick Rheins, Senior Rabbi

Stephanie Podolak, President
Please contact Lisa Thorner with any questions at

lisa@sinaidenver.org.

mailto:lisa@sinaidenver.org?subject=2022%20Annual%20Meeting


REligious School

BBQ

Thank you to

Our wonderful

Brotherhood



BROTHERH    D
Temple Sinai Brotherhood Board is working hard to expand programming that brings both old
and new friends together for fun social events as well as service activities that support the
needs of the larger Temple and Jewish communities.

Here is what’s happening:

Most recently we were excited to support both the Annual Purim Carnival and the Religious
School End of Year BBQ helping to ensure smiles and fond memories during our kiddos
time at the Temple.
Our monthly Bible and Beers at Darcy’s Irish Bistro allow friends to gather in spirited
discussion over the weekly Torah portion and world events led by Rabbis Rheins and Shields
and then just sit back, relax, and catch up over cold beers and great food.  Next up 5/7 at
6:00 pm.  
In addition, we host a monthly breakfast at Morning Story Restaurant in the Tech Center
where guys can catch up with the gang over a great breakfast and hot coffee. Next up 5/9
at 9:00 am. 
In late April, the Brotherhood hosted a Bowling Night at Pindustry where guys got to get
together and make new friends (see picture).
We are planning an Afternoon with the Rockies at Coors Field on May 26 th  at 1:00 pm. 
Come watch the Rockies play the 2022 National League champs and 2023 World Series
participant, Philadelphia Phillies.  We have secured some excellent seats in the Club Section
(Club level 244) for a sweet price of $48/ticket.   This section is covered so we are set rain or
shine.  This event is open to all family members. So, bring your children and grandchildren,
wives, and significant others for a fun afternoon. Sign up at brotherhood@sinaidenver.org.
We are also starting to field a few teams for the Jewish Men’s Softball League.  Games are
an on Sunday mornings for an hour at Kennedy Ball Fields. The games are about having a
great time with fellow brothers from the temple and the larger Jewish community.  We
often grab a bagel and coffee afterward. Even if you haven’t played since little league don’t
let that stop you!
Finally, keep your eyes posted for our next Dinner and Movie Night Out. This too is planned
as an informal get together to make new friends and rekindle old acquaintances over a
casual dinner, and then enjoy a bro-centric-movie with us.

Please let us know if you would like more information on upcoming events
(brotherhood@sinaidenver.org). If you are not getting regular Brotherhood email
announcements, also please let us know and we will get you on the Temple Brotherhood
distribution list. We are excited at the direction your Brotherhood is headed and even more
excited about our growing numbers!

. . .MAKE SPECIAL CONNECTIONS



Save the date
Sinai Social Car Rally Scavenger Hunt

June 29th
More details to follow



Show your solidarity at Am Yisrael Chai Festival: a JEWISHcolorado Celebrate
Israel Event. Historically, Celebrate Israel has been Colorado’s largest festival

dedicated to the people, culture, and state of Israel. As we confront these
uncertain times, Am Yisrael Chai aims to continue to bring together Jewish

people and allies from across the Centennial State for music, food, and
connection.

 Registration is FREE. T-shirts are $12 each. 
Sunday, May 5 | Great Lawn Park, Denver, CO | RAIN OR SHINE

9:00 am - Registration opens
 10:00 am - Program begins

10:30 am - Live music and festival
 1:00 pm -Event concludes

Important Information
 Photo ID required. To ensure event security, photo identification will be

required for entry.
No pets allowed. Please leave your furry friends at home for this event.
 No backpacks allowed. Only small purses and bags will be allowed to

enter the event; medically necessary bags will be allowed.

 Parking information can be found on Jewish Colorado’s website.
For questions, please contact us at Events@JEWISHcolorado.org.

We expect to have over 2,000 members of the Jewish community gathering to
show their love for Israel. Thank you for helping make this a great event!

TERMS & CONDITIONS
Photography Waiver: By attending this event, you agree to be photographed

and/or filmed and give permission to use your likeness in JEWISHcolorado
promotional and marketing materials.

Temple Sinai is a community sponsor so come visit our booth! 

Celebrate Israel



https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/sinai-social-wine-tasting.html


Temple Sinai to Host the Community Yom HaZikaron Service

Israel Memorial Day
Sunday, May 12 at 7:00pm

Join us at Temple Sinai on Sunday, May 12, as we unite to honor the memory of
those who have bravely served and sacrificed their lives for the Jewish State, as well

as those lost to senseless acts of terrorism. In addition to commemorating these
heroes, we will recognize the enduring connection our community shares with Israel.
Yom HaZikaron, Israeli Memorial Day, stands as a solemn occasion preceding Israel’s
Independence Day, Yom HaAtzmaut. It serves as a poignant reminder for Israelis and
Jewish communities worldwide to honor the sacrifices of fallen soldiers and victims

of terrorism.

This year, the significance of coming together in grief and respect is amplified as we
mourn the devastating loss of countless lives, particularly on October 7th and since,

within our Jewish community.

The connection between our community and Israel is profound, and it is essential to
acknowledge and strengthen this bond.

On this day, Israelis pause their daily activities for a two-minute standstill, marked by
blaring sirens, to collectively pay homage to the fallen. This ritual, established by law

in 1963, has evolved into a deeply ingrained aspect of Israeli culture, 
resonating globally.

As part of our tribute, we are honored to host two special guests, Hadiya and Eldad,
who will share poignant stories of courage and sacrifice, offering glimpses into the

lives of those we honor on this day.

If you wish to memorialize a friend or family member who was a fallen Israeli soldier
or victim of terror, kindly reach out to Nelly Ben Tal at nbental@jewishcolorado.org.

Let us stand together in remembrance and solidarity.

mailto:nbental@jewishcolorado.org
https://www.jewishcolorado.org/events/yom-hazikaron-2024/#:~:text=Event%20Details,-Join%20us%20at&text=Yom%20HaZikaron%2C%20or%20Israeli%20Memorial,soldiers%20and%20victims%20of%20terrorism.


https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/mah-jongg-2024.html


KICK OFF  EVENT!
SUNDAY,  JUNE 2 

5:30 PM @ TEMPLE S INAI

Sinai Sisterhood

BUNCO 
NITE

HORS
D’OEUVRES

WINE
&

SWEETS

FREE!
ALL AGES

WELCOME!

Join us for a fun evening!
Come and go as the
timing works for you!

Never played Bunco? No
worries, as it's an easy
game to learn or you're
welcome to enjoy the
opportunity to sit and

chat! 

REGISTER HERE 

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/sinai-social-march-171.html


2O24
Ethan Cagwin
Graduated Cherry Creek
High School

Attending University of
Colorado Boulder

Alex Geldzahler
Graduated East High School

Attending Yale University to
study Archaeology and
Classical Civilization

Graduated Eaglecrest High
School

Noah accepted an
apprenticeship with Sky
Blue Builders

Noah Boivin

Jenifer Engel
Graduated University of
Colorado Boulder 
Plans for next year: Travel in
Europe in the fall with my
mom.

Blake Jordan-Borns
Graduated Heritage High
School 
Attending Kent State
University to study
Aeronautical Science with a
concentration in
Professional Pilot

Joshua Bub
Graduated Colorado
Academy 
Attending Brandeis
University to study Physics

Noah Bub
Graduated Colorado
Academy

Attending Cal Poly
Mechanical Engineering

Madeleine (JoJo)
Haupert 
Graduated Cherry Creek
High School with Honors

Attending University of
Indiana as a direct admit to
the Kelley School of
Business 

GRADS

Graduated Ralston Valley
High School

Attending CU Boulder to
study Aerospace EngineerIng

Jason Cassara

Graduated Jupiter High
school in Jupiter, FL

Attending Duke University
Durham, NC
Major Civil Engineering
Minor Aerospace Engineering

Chase Baxter



Graduated University of
Iowa

Alexandra “Lexi” Ohringer

Graduate from the School of
Education and will continue
at Iowa in their Master’s
Program.

Joshua Lefkowitz
Graduated Heritage High
School 
Attending University of
South Florida, Tampa,
Florida. Muma College of
Business/Judy Genshaft
Honors College. Major:
Marketing/Sports Marketing

Graduated Fusion Academy
Denver

Patrick Kaplan

Attending The Walter
Cronkite School of
Journalism and Mass
Communications, and a
student of the Barrett
Honors College, at Arizona
State University. His major is
in Sports Journalism and
Broadcasting.

Prior to starting school in
the fall of 2024, he will be
completing the first half of
his MLB Baseball Stadium
tour, announcing at games
at Heritage High School,
and also ushering at Coors
Field. He is also writing for
Rockies Now, a local
fanpage

Evan Margolin
Graduated Cherry Creek
High School with Honors 
Attending University of
Colorado as a Chemistry
major

Graduated Cherry Creek
High School

Megan Rosenthall

Indiana University/Kelley
School of Business

Graduated Cherry Creek
High School

Bree Rittenberg

Attending University of
Colorado Boulder
Major: Integrative
Physiology 

Gavin Schiff
Graduated Thomas
Jefferson High School
Attending University of
Colorado Boulder
Major: Finance

Tyler Marshall
Graduated Denver Jewish
Day School 
Tyler is moving to Florida to
help his father run his
restaurants.

Graduated Cherry Creek High
School

Attending University of
Denver

Jo Pierce

Graduated Cherry Creek High
School

Attending Wellesley College;
Major in Economics.

Madeline Pierce



Bob Steine

Plans to continue to provide
innovative leadership
principles as a Patrol
Sergeant at the University of
Colorado Anschutz Police
Department and in law
practice.

Graduated with a Master’s in
Management with a
specialization in Business
Strategy and Innovation
from the University of
Colorado Denver, School of
Business in the summer of
2024.

Vanessa Stallsmith
Graduated Colorado State
University
Vanessa has earned her
Master of Science in partial
fulfillment of her PhD in
Counseling Psychology.
Vanessa has been advanced
to Doctoral candidacy and
will start a training position
at UCHealth Primary Care -
Lone Tree to gain
experience providing
mental health services in a
medical setting. Over the
next year, she will also be
wedding planning with her
fiancée, Alex Shapiro.

Graduated  with a Bachelor of
Arts degree from University of
Colorado Boulder with majors
in both Political Science and
Economics

Plans for next year include
touring the Orient and
possible political campaign
work

Matthew WeinerAvery Schwartz
Graduated Littleton High
School
Attending University of
Kansas

Sam Siegal
Graduated Arapahoe High
School
Majoring in Business
Finance in the Honors and
Scholars Program at
Colorado University's Leeds
School of Business



https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/2024-confirmation-greetings


B’nei Mitzvah

Sasha and Theo are the children of
Tracy and Scott and attend Slavens
School. Theo enjoys coding,
swimming, reading and skiing.
Sasha enjoys ballet, volleyball,
reading, and singing. For Theo’s
mitzvah project, he has served as a
coding tutor to younger students at
his school. For Sasha’s mitzvah
project, she has been tutoring
elementary school students in
reading and phonics.

Sasha & Theo
Kozak - 5/25/24



Bryca & Tia Baker, Emery and Avi
Mark & Mauri Berman, Liam and Layla

Loren Finkelstein & Shelly Toltz
Terry Lien

Elliot & Samantha Marks
Jonathan & Lacey Pomerantz, Cooper

Gregory & Ann Rolbin
Rick & Janis Schimmel

Alexander Victor & Elana Bakst, Lilah
Ross Wardrup

Welcome to our New Members!



PAY TRIBUTE TO YOUR LOVED ONES
It is never too late to remember a loved one or to celebrate a graduation, confirmation, Bar/Bat
Mitzvah, a special birthday or any other milestone. The events that we experience individually

are meant to be shared with our Sinai community. Here are several ways in which to do so:

BRICK-BY-BRICK PROJECT
Brick by Brick is an ever-evolving commemoration of
the special moments and people that shape and
influence our lives. Bricks can be purchased online at
http://www.sinaidenver.org/brick-by-brick.html. The
display of bricks is located in front of Temple Sinai’s
entrance. Cost: $125 (4x8 Brick) and $250 for (8x8
Brick).

The Wall of Remembrance, located outside the
Zwerin Sanctuary, is a way to memorialize the
passing of a loved one. Name plates are inscribed
with the name of the departed along with the
English and Hebrew date of death. Cost: $350.

WALL OF REMEMBRANCE

TREE OF LIFE
The Tree of Life sculpture was created by the
renowned synagogue artist Sanford Werfel. The
branches of the tree form the Hebrew words “Etz
Chaim.” The stones at the roots of the Tree are
symbolic of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. The golden
leaves and stones may be inscribed to highlight or
commemorate joyous occasions, including births,
weddings, anniversaries, graduations or to honor
family, parents or friends. Cost: $175 to inscribe a leaf
and $1,000 to inscribe a stone.



Zikhronam Livrakhah, may they be
remembered for a blessing.

in memoriam
Daniel Barnet, son of Fred and Beth Barnet, brother of Fred (Brittany) Barnet, uncle of
Frederick V and Charlie, dog dad to Kuma
Donna Whipple Kolosky, mother of Anne Whipple and Mary (Chris) DeLisa, grandmother of
Landon and Ashton, daughter of Lucille Tourney, sister of Linda (Michael) Madigan and Jeanne
Tourney
Sharon Witkin, wife of the late Bernie Witkin, mother of Susan (Jon) Tandler, Andrea (David)
Tenenbaum, Mitchell Witkin, and RaeAnn (Rabbi Harry) Brechner

TRIBUTES



RABBI ZWERIN
DISCRETIONARY FUND
DONORS:
Jonathan & Betty Heller 

TEMPLE SINAI GENERAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Daniel Barnet and Jo'An Roth 
     Stewart Falk
Bill Branowitzer 
     Herbert & Elaine Hoffman
Miriam Dembling 
     David & Joyce Spiegler 
Harry Kris 
     Alan Kris
Joyce Spritzer 
     Harlan Spritzer
Donald Vad 
     Lisa, Josh, Zach Thorner & Judy Vad
Jim Waller 
     Marcia Waller

IN HONOR OF:
Arnold and Joanne Luterman 
     Janice Fine
Twisted Shabbat 
     Brent & Eileen Ladd

DONORS:
Stacy Pocrass & Terri Tilliss 
Martin & Ellen Seldin

WE CARE/SOCIAL ACTION
FUND
IN HONOR OF:
Laurie Lavenhar and Sharon
Sloane 
     Grace Bach

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Jo'Ann Roth 
     Stacy Pocrass & Terri Tilliss

CANTORIAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Sol & Dorothea Flax 
     Richard & Barbara Finke

CHAI FIVE CAMPAIGN - ADULT
EDUCATION
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Jo'An Roth 
     Douglas & Martha Meitus

JEWISH EDUCATION FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Sophia Eisenberg 
     Alan & Anita Eisenberg 
George Winters, Sara Winters, and
Sheila Winters
     Richard & Judith Kleiner

JULIUS & HELEN RING IST FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Peter Guthery 
     Jean Guthery
 
IN HONOR OF:
Dr. Melvyn Klein and Stephen Tick
for their Lifelong Jewish Learning
Presentations
     Jean Guthery

OSI & SELMA SLADEK CULTURAL
ARTS / MUSIC FUND
IN HONOR OF:
Birth of Maya Eliana Samet 
     Oscar & Selma Sladek

PRESCHOOL UNDERWRITING
FUND
DONORS:
Stuart & Jill Bombel 
Lawrence Matten & Susan Krems

RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN HONOR OF:
Twisted Shabbat 
     David & Ronnie Hauptman

RABBI RICHARD RHEINS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Barbara Altman 
     Michael Ross
Daniel Barnet 
     Michael & Diana Kaplan
     Richard & Janelle Mock
     Joseph & Debra Stasio
Joan Beck, Joseph and Zelda
Rubenstein 
     Laurence & Joan Rubenstein
Dr. Henry Brystowski 
     Marshall & Helene Abrahams
Jack Fischer 
     Anonymous
Sidney Glassman 
     Barbara Glassman
Dr. Robert Gold 
     Marsha Gold
Mike Haley 
     Philip Braunstein & Ina Cherington
Katherine Harrison 
     Hugh & Marcia Miles
Sadie Kamin and Estelle Waller 
     Raymond & Alicia Smith
Kathryn Knezevich 
     Brian & Karen Kaehler
Dr. Stephen Meitus 
     Richard & Judith Kleiner
Estelle Nadel 
     Anonymous
     Daniel & Shana Cohen
     David & Rondi Frieder
Terri Yourtz 
     Sheldon & Elaine Hayutin

IN HONOR OF:
Birth of Jack Dylan Berlinberg 
     Jan & Susan Hammerman
Axton Rhys Kamlet's Brit Milah 
     Kamlet Family
Rabbi Richard Rheins 
     Barbara Glassman
     Pamela Law
     Arnold & Joanne Luterman
     Geoffrey Wodell
Lisa Thorner 
     Geoffrey Wodell

DONORS: 
Joseph & Gale Chapman
Ross Wardrup 

donations *Donations processed March 1-31, 2024*



SINAI STAFF:
RICHARD RHEINS
Senior Rabbi
ext. 205
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org

MICHAEL SHIELDS
Associate Rabbi
ext. 204
rabbishields@sinaidenver.org

RAYMOND ZWERIN
Rabbi Emeritus
ext. 217 

RUTHIE LIPSHULCH
Cantorial Soloist
ext. 208
ruthie@sinaidenver.org

LISA THORNER
Executive Director
ext. 206
lisa@sinaidenver.org 

LAUREN BUBIS
Business Administrator
ext. 211
lauren@sinaidenver.org 

JESSICA WOLF
Operations Manager 
ext. 201
jessica@sinaidenver.org 

DEBBIE FOSTER
Family Connections
ext. 203
debbie@sinaidenver.org 

LINDSEY BALTIMORE
Marketing Manager
ext. 210
lindsey@sinaidenver.org 

staff and board

President - STEPHANIE PODOLAK
Vice President - JONATHAN FALK
Vice President - ANA KOSER
Vice President - MARSHALL TOBIN
Treasurer - ANNA KAMINSKY
Secretary - KATHY ZEIGER
Past President - DAVID EISNER

executive committee:

JEANETTE AMAYO
DAVID APPEL
PAULETTE BRODY
ROBERT EBER
GIL GERSTEIN
JEAN GUTHERY

REBECCA HEA
ALISON MAGNO
RACHAEL NARCISI
TERRI TILLISS
LISA MEER WEISS
EDDIE YENKINSON

trustees:

33

RACHEL CRAM
Preschool Assistant Director
303.759.0755 ext. 102
rachelc@sinaidenver.org

DONIEL KAYE
Director of Education
ext. 207
doni@sinaidenver.org

DANAE RONBERG
Preschool Operations Manager
303.759.0755 ext. 100
danae@sinaidenver.org

SHEILA PURDIN
Director of Early Childhood Education
303.759.0755 ext. 101
sheila@sinaidenver.org 

ANNETTE WEINER
Religious School Administrative Assistant
ext. 209
annette@sinaidenver.org

KELSEY OLIVER
Office Manager 
ext. 200
kelsey@sinaidenver.org



KEEP UP WITH TEMPLE SINAI

facebook.com/TempleSinai
facebook.com/SinaiDenverRS
facebook.com/TempleSinaiPreSchoolDenver

303.759.1827

3509 S. GLENCOE ST., DENVER, CO 80237

sinaidenver.org

MAIL@sinaidenver.org

mailto:MAIL@sinaidenver.org



