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REMEMBRANCE, REFLECTION, AND RENEWAL
(IT’S THE STORY OF OUR PEOPLE)

RABBI RICK RHEINS
April ushers in several very important Jewish
holidays and observances that at first glance are
totally unrelated but form a perfect expression of
the essence and spirit of Judaism and the Jewish
people. Each of these special and sacred days will
be observed with services and programs at Temple
Sinai. This issue of the Kesher is packed with dates,
times, and details about each one. But in what way
are these different observances related to one
another? Let me share a few thoughts on this with
you.

Passover, which begins Saturday evening, April 12,
is the seminal experience of Judaism that marks
our liberation from Egyptian slavery and the
beginning of our people’s journey: becoming a
nation, receiving the inspiration of Torah, and
preparing to enter the Promised Land of Israel.
How fitting it is that this sacred observance is
inclusive for all our family regardless of age. All have
a role at the Seder. We strive for each person to feel
personally connected to the redemption from
slavery and the gift of freedom.

Just a few days after Passover concludes, we
observe Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Memorial Day.
This year marks 80 years since the liberation of
Auschwitz and the end of the Holocaust. On
Wednesday, April 23 we participate with the entire
community in the annual ADL Governor’s
Holocaust memorial program (5:30-7:00 PM at
Emanuel).

A few days after Yom HaShoah, the community will
come together for Yom HaZikaron, the Memorial
Day for Israeli soldiers. This moving program will be
our opportunity to honor the sacrifice of the men
and women who created and protected the Jewish
homeland of Israel. This year’s community
observance will be held at the JCC on Tues. April 29.

Yom HaAtzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day, is
Thursday, May 1. Temple Sinai will have a special
Lunch & Learn program (noon) to commemorate
this happy day. On Erev Shabbat, May 2nd, we will
celebrate Israel during services followed by an
Israeli themed Shabbat dinner.

And on Sunday, May 4, we will participate in
JEWISHcolorado’s annual Israel Walk and Festival.
The program is from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Great
Lawn Park (101 Yosemite Street).

So, in what way do Passover, Yom HaShoah, Yom
HaZikaron, and Yom HaAtzmaut relate to one
another? They all tell parts of the story of Jewish
survival and our indomitable spirit of creation and
celebration of life even after tragedy. After slavery
we did not merely achieve freedom. Rather, we also
found the inspiration of Torah and the creation of
Israel, our ancestral Jewish homeland. 

After the Holocaust we did not simply survive.
Rather, we found the strength to finally re-establish
Israel as a modern nation. We created the links and
pathways for the remnant of the Jewish people
scattered across Europe and the Middle East to
come home to freedom, safety, and dignity in Israel.
So it is with Yom HaZikaron that we pause to reflect
on the selfless sacrifice of so many Israelis who
fought to build and protect that haven for our
people. And Yom HaAtzmaut parallels Passover as a
celebration of freedom and hope for a blessed
future. 

Jews, like all people, suffer tragedies and setbacks.
Our stories are detailed in the holiest of books and in
the annals of history. Indeed, the story of the Jewish
people has inspired billions of people of different
faiths and nations who relate to our traditions of
remembrance, reflection, and renewal. And to that
chronicle of our ever-unfolding Jewish story is your
personal journey and that of your family. 

With every Jewish observance, your personal story is
woven into the fabric of our sacred history. Each
experience creates yet another loving embrace that
nurtures and sustains our loved ones in this
generation and for generations to come.

Susan joins me in wishing you and your loved ones a
joyous and inspiring Passover
Chag Pesach Sameiach,

Rick

Rabbi Rick Rheins
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PASSOVER AND JUSTICE 

RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS
However, if we sustain our support until
stability, peace and
independence have been attained…
Dayenu! Then it will be enough.

May the ongoing nature of our own story remind
us of the continuing need to help others in their
struggle to attain true freedom.

Judaism has a vision of justice here and now that
demands freedom from oppression and an
relentless aspiration for a future that is better and
more just than the present. The liberation of the
Israelites from Egypt is core to the biblical
conception of justice.  

As we gather around the Seder table, we recount
our journey from slavery to freedom. We
recognize that our people’s liberation was not
achieved in any single moment, but rather it
happened gradually over 40 years in the desert
and it continues to unfold for each of us today.

As we sing Dayenu, we recall our redemption
from Egypt, the splitting of the sea, the care with
which God sustained us in the wilderness, and
ultimately, the giving of the Torah and our arrival
in the land of Israel. And although we express
gratitude for each moment—it would have been
enough—we know that, in fact, all were necessary.
Had the journey ended with the leaving of Egypt,
we would not be free people today.

Let us draw from the example of Dayenu and
reach out our hands to support these
communities through every step to recovery. The
following is a Dayenu written by a colleague:

If the world responds only to the cries of the
wounded, but does
not stay to help them heal…
It will not be enough.

If we empower our brothers and sisters to rise
out of the rubble,
but desert them when it’s time to rebuild…
It will not be enough.

If our generosity supports the needs of today,
but forsakes the
needs of tomorrow…
It will not be enough.

Rabbi Shields
Rabbi Michael Shields
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L 'DOR  V 'DOR:  
The  Magic  of  Generat ions

Funds raised will benefit Temple Sinai's Religious School
Let us come together on this special night as one commUNITY
and celebrate the accomplishments of our amazing religious

school. 

$ 1 5 0  P E R  P E R S O N
$ 7 5  F O R  F I R S T - T I M E  A T T E N D E E S  

E N T E R T A I N M E N T  
A n t h o n y  D e m p s e y

A s  t h e  h i g h e s t  r a t e d  M a g i c i a n  &  M e n t a l i s t  i n  T e x a s  &
h a v i n g  j u s t  a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  h i t  t e l e v i s i o n  s h o w  P e n n  &

T e l l e r :  F o o l  U s ,  I  c a n  g u a r a n t e e  y o u r  g u e s t s  w i l l  b e
b l o w n  a w a y !

A n t h o n y ' s  g o t  y o u  c o v e r e d  w i t h  a  m i n d - b l o w i n g  m a g i c
a n d  m e n t a l i s m  s t a g e  s h o w  t h a t  u s e s  a u d i e n c e

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f r o m  s t a r t  t o  f i n i s h .  
 

You ’ r e  I n v i t e d  t o :
Temple Sinai’s Annual Event



Temple Sinai’s 2025 Annual Event 
Sunday, June 8 at 5:00 PM 

L’Dor V’Dor: The Magic of Generations
Sponsorship Information 

 

I am proud to be a sponsor at the following level: 
(Please call Lisa Thorner at 303.759.1827 or lisa@sinaidenver.org with any questions) 

$540
Magical Sponsor 

 
* Name listed in Event 

Journal, on website
and in Temple Sinai's
monthly bulletin 

* Signage at the event 

* Quarter-page ad in 
the Event Journal 

* Two (2) tickets to 

event 

$1,000
Mystical Mentor

Sponsor 

* Name listed in Event 
Journal, on website 
and in Temple Sinai's 
monthly bulletin 

* Signage at the event 

* Half-page ad in the 
Event Journal 

* Four (4) tickets to 
event 

$2,000
Master of the Mind 

Sponsor 

* Name listed in Event 
Journal, on website 
and in Temple Sinai's 
monthly bulletin 

* Signage at the event 

* Full-page ad in the 
Event Journal 

* Six (6) tickets to event 

* Recognition in all 
event promotional 
materials 

$5,000
Grand Illusionist Sponsor 

 
* Name listed in Event Journal, 

on website and in Temple
Sinai's monthly bulletin 

* Signage at the event 

* Full-page ad in the Event 
Journal with priority 
placement 

* Eight (8) tickets to event and 
front table for all eight 

* Recognition in all event 
promotional materials 

Name:

Address: 

City: 

Phone/Cell: 

Email: 

Please charge my credit card in the amount of $_______________ 

State: 

Card Number: 

Cardholder Signature: 

MasterCard 

Exp. Date: 

 

Zip: 

Visa

CCV No: 

____Magical ($540)
____Mystical Mentor ($2,000) 

____Master of the Mind ($1,000)
____Grand Illusionist ($5,000) 
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2025 ANNUAL EVENT - TRIBUTE JOURNAL 
Sunday, June 8 at Temple Sinai 

Now is your opportunity to send special thanks or make a
tribute to our Temple! 

 
Business Advertising 
• Showcase your business or the company you work for by placing an advertisement 

Temple Sinai’s Annual Event will take place on Sunday, June 8, at 5:00 PM at Temple Sinai. Join
us as we come together to raise vital funds for Temple Sinai’s Religious School, supporting the
education and growth of our rising generations. Your generosity helps us build a bright future
for our students and our congregation. We look forward to celebrating with you! 

The Tribute Journal is a showcase of the businesses, families and individuals who help to 
ensure the future of our congregation. This is a wonderful way to recognize, honor and 
appreciate the work of Temple Sinai. 

Event Journal advertising ideas: 

Tribute 

• Share a special memory from Temple Sinai’s history
• Acknowledge or thank someone special in your life
• Place a picture or greeting to your children or grandchildren
• Honor a family event or memory that took place at Temple Sinai 

(i.e., birth of a child/grandchild, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, wedding) 
• Congratulate friends or family for any special occasion 
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TRIBUTE JOURNAL
Size Options 

Size of Advertisement Pricing 

Check Date: 

Please remit form to: 
2025 Event Journal 
Jessica Wolf 
Temple Sinai 
3509 South Glencoe Street
Denver, CO 80237 
Deadline: May 26, 2025 

Card Holder Signature: □ Visa □ Mastercard 

Check Number: Check Amount: 

Contact us:

Lisa Thorner, Executive Director, Temple Sinai 
Jessica Wolf, Operations Manager, Temple Sinai 
(303) 759-1827 or lisa@sinaidenver.org or 
jessica@sinaidenver.org 

Back cover (8” x 10 ½”) $2,500 

Inside cover (8” x 10 ½”) $1,800 

Full-page ad (8” x 10 ½”) $540 

One-half page ad (8” x 5¼”) $250 

One-quarter page ad (4” x 5¼”) $175 

One business card sized ad (3 ¾” x 3¼”) $100 

One personal two-line greeting $50 $50 

Use same advertisement as last year (varied based on ad) 

Please send your text, photos or artwork (if applicable) by May 26, 2025. 

We are happy to format your text and send you a proof! (Please submit artwork in a PDF format on the registration website or 
email kelsey@sinaidenver.org) 

Name: Member: ◻ Yes ◻ No 

Company: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone / Cell: 

Credit Card Number: Expiration Date: CCV: 
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We would greatly appreciate any contribution to
our silent auction. Popular items include gift cards,
sporting or theater tickets, spa packages, themed
baskets, and golf experiences. Your generosity
helps make our event a success! Even the smallest
donation helps.

Primary Donor:

Contact Person:

Email Address:

Address:

City:

State / Zip:

Phone:

Cell:

Fax:

Donor Item(s):

Retail Value:

Valid Date(s):

Restricted Date(s):

Contact Information: 
Send this form to Jessica Wolf

EMAIL: jessica@sinaidenver.org
PHONE: 303-759-1827; FAX: 303-759-2519 

Silent Auction Form
June 8, 2025

at Temple Sinai

NEW ITEMS ONLY

Please submit this form by
May 21, 2025

Please retain a copy of this document for tax purposes.
501 (c)(3) tax identification: 84-6050187

Donor Information

Thank you for your donation to Temple
Sinai's Annual Event. Please complete and

submit this form, along with the item(s) you
are donating and any photographs,

marketing materials, certificates, etc. to the
address below or online at: 

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/20
25-auction-form.html

Please send materials to:
Temple Sinai Attn: Jessica
Wolf 3509 South Glencoe
Street Denver, CO 80237

Description of item(s)including website link. 
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We are so grateful for the incredible student and family
engagement with the holiday of Purim and our family
Shabbat programming!

Registration for Religious School 2025-2026 begins April
8, 2025 (keep an eye out for the link coning soon). We are
encouraging families to register early for Religious
School next year. Our deadline for the early-bird
discount is May 11, 2025, the last day of school. Please
take a look at our price structure below for further
information.

Our madrichim program will be experiencing some
changes for next year.

8th grade junior madrichim will be training to
become madrichim in the fall of 2025. 

In the spring, 8th grade madrichim will be more
immersed in classrooms, with frequent check-ins
with the Director of Education.
8th grade madrichim attend classes on a
combination of Wednesdays and Sundays.

9th and 10th grade madrichim will be enrolled in our
9th and 10th grade classes. 

9th and 10th grade madrichim are given a stipend
paid in two installments.
They will check in with the Director of Education
regularly.

11

doni kaye
director of education

11th and 12th grade senior madrichim will serve as
teaching assistants who work in the classrooms
closely with teachers. 

Senior madrichim will lead mini-lessons in
classrooms and will also prepare and implement
class projects. Their experience is characterized by
applying their training to their work in
classrooms. They will check in with their teachers
and the Director of Education only as needed to
share successes and to gain support for ideas.

You can take a look at key dates below to close out the
year here.

ל טוּב  כָּ

L'Shalom,

Doni 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16wNY_WLusputknaAzjl3sxvfKk9TThgzhE5wRSmR7_k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16wNY_WLusputknaAzjl3sxvfKk9TThgzhE5wRSmR7_k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16wNY_WLusputknaAzjl3sxvfKk9TThgzhE5wRSmR7_k/edit?usp=sharing
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DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT AND PROGRAMMING
Debbie FOster

Are you looking for a tangible way to make a huge impact in Israel? 
HELP CHILDREN IN ISRAEL by sponsoring a ‘Healing Arts Kit’: 
On Sunday, April 27, Temple Sinai Religious School will join together with YAD and
Repair the World to pack hundreds of Healing Art Kits for children living in Israel. The
Healing Arts Kits, a project of Art Over Hate Collective, are designed to slow or stop the
onset of new cases of PTSD in children exposed to trauma. Each Healing Art Kit is only
$65. The cost of the kit covers all the materials, shipment to Israel and dissemination of
the kits (at no charge) to organizations such as bomb shelters, hospitals, mental health
centers, schools, and religious institutions. Click here to sponsor an art kit

COMMEMORATION AND CELEBRATION

The Triumphant Spirit Exhibit and Lifelong Jewish Learning program: During the
month of April, Temple Sinai will showcase ‘The Triumphant Spirit,’ an extraordinary
exhibit featuring photographs and stories of survivors of the Holocaust. The author,
Renee Rockford, CEO of JEWISHcolorado, will be at Temple Sinai on Wednesday, April 16
at 6:30 PM as part of our Lifelong Jewish Learning semester. This is a ‘do-not-miss’ event.

Warmly,

Debbie
Debbie Foster, Director of Engagement and Programming

Shabbat For Israel on May 2 
JNF’s Shabbat for Israel joins hundreds of synagogues and homes across America
celebrate Shabbat, Israel and Yom Ha'Atzmaut! Shabbat services begin at 6:00 PM
followed by Oneg and an Israeli Shabbat Dinner, music and Israeli dancing. Watch for the
registration link in our weekly emails.

Celebrate Israel Walk and Festival Sunday, May 4
Walk with our Sinai community!
This year, the theme is “Hineni – We All Belong.”
Celebrate Israel is Colorado’s largest festival
dedicated to the people, culture, and state of Israel,
bringing together Jewish people and allies from
across the Centennial State for music, food, and
connection. Register Here 

Spring is a time for commemoration and celebration;
a time for Jews to stand in solidarity and strength.

https://www.healingartskits.org/jewishcolorado
https://events.idonate.com/2025celebrateisraelwalkandfestival


PASSOVER AT SINAI

This year, the first night of Passover is Saturday, April 12. We begin with a First Night Festival
Service from 5:30-6:00 PM in the Abrahams Family Chapel. Then we will gather in the social

hall for our congregational First Night Passover Seder at 6:00 PM. 

Our Temple Sinai community Seder is always a joyous, friendly, and meaningful experience.
It is interactive, inclusive, and engaging. It will be led by Rabbis Rick and Susan Rheins,

together with Rabbi Michael Shields and Cantorial Soloist, Ruthie Lipshulch. And of course,
it will include a delicious catered meal featuring many of your traditional favorites! 



PASSOVER AT SINAI
8th and Final Day of Passover Yizkor-

Memorial Service
featuring the Temple Sinai Adult Choir

Sunday, April 20 at 10:00 AM

The conclusion of Passover is observed with a
sacred service which includes Yizkor and the
inspiring music from our Adult Choir. Yizkor is
a memorial service during which we lovingly
remember and honor our family and friends
who have died. It is also a time of healing as
we reflect on the ongoing legacy of those
who nurtured us. 

Participation in a Yizkor service is a time-
honored way to keep alive the memory of
those who blessed our lives. At our Temple
Sinai Yizkor services, we will read the names
of our loved ones who died over the past 12
months. In addition, we will read and honor
the memories of those who have died in past
years. A list for you to add additional names
will be provided at the time of the Yizkor
services.

This service will conclude with a free special
Lox & Matzah brunch at 12:00 PM! 

The New Passover Haggadah is available including
illustrations from acclaimed artist Todd Siler

You shall tell your child on that day saying, ‘It is because of
this that Adonai did for me, when I left Egypt.’ 

Over the past six years, Temple Sinai has used The
New Haggadah, Celebrating Freedom that was
written by Rabbis Rick and Susan Rheins. The new
text and the phenomenal artwork by Temple Sinai
member Todd Siler, an internationally acclaimed
artist, were so popular that many have wanted to
acquire copies for their own families and friends. After
refining the text, layout and printing, we are proud to
announce that copies of The New Haggadah are now
available for purchase.

For those who want to know “mah nishtanah---what’s
different about this Haggadah?”

Know that The New Haggadah is designed for
modern families. Traditional liturgy predominates, but
greater emphasis has been given to the original story
in the Torah. Some of the Medieval passages have
been pared away in order to focus on the essential
message in the Torah of freedom, courage and hope.

The creations of the great artist Todd Siler adorn the
pages of this The New Haggadah. They complement
the text with captivating images that promote
personal introspection and summon group dialogue
in the retelling of our story of the Israelites’ exodus
from Egypt. 
To purchase copies of The New Haggadah, contact
the Temple Sinai office or visit our website.



Preparing Our Homes For Pesach
Bedikat Chametz

Removing Leavened Food From Our Homes
הּ תֵּ  רְ עַ א בִ לָ הּ וּדְ תֵּ  מִ א חֲ לָ י דְּ שׁוּתִ רְ א בִ כָּ אִ ה דְּ יעָ מִ א וַחֲ ירָ מִ ל חֲ כָּ
נָא עְ דַֽ א יְ לָ וּדְ
א עָ רְ אַ א דְ רָ פְ עַ ר כְּ קֵ פְ וֵי הֶ הֱ ל וְלֶ טֵ בָּ לֵהּ לִ

Any kind of leaven in my possession which has
escaped my notice, and which I have not
removed, shall be regarded as nonexistent or as
mere dust of the earth.

This year the search and removal of chametz
from our homes is done on Friday, April 11.
*Many Ashkenazi families do not eat corn, rice,
and legumes during Passover.

Technically, these are not chametz and need not
be removed. Whether you eat corn, rice and
legumes during Passover should be based on
your family’s custom.

PASSOVER AT SINAI

It is written in the Torah: No leaven shall be found
in your houses for seven days. For whoever eats
what is leavened, that person shall be spiritually
cut off form the assembly of Israel. . . You shall eat
nothing leavened. Rather, wherever you dwell,
you shall eat matzah (Exodus 12:19-20).

When our ancestors escaped from Egypt they did
not have time to allow their dough to rise. Matzah,
unleavened bread became a symbol of freedom
and an essential part of the Passover experience.
Removing all leavened products from our homes
is a time-honored ritual. By cleaning our homes
from leaven (chametz) we signal that we are
ready for Passover. It is akin to saying: 

“Just as my ancestors went without chametz,
we, too, will not possess chametz. As they ate
matzah, so will we eat matzah. Their redemption
we will tell by reading the Haggadah and holding
a Seder because their story is our story!”

Here is the ritual for removing the leavened
products:

Before searching for and gathering all the
chametz, we say the following blessing which
declares our intention to fulfill the mitzvah from
the Torah.

ל וָּֽנוּ עַ   יו, וְצִ וֹתָ צְ מִ שָֽׁנוּ בְּ   דְּ ר קִ שֶׁ  ם, אֲ עוֹלָ ךְ הָ מֶֽלֶ הֵֽינוּ  לֹ  יָ אֱ ה יְ תָּ  רוּךְ אַ בָּ
ץ מֵ עוּר חָ בִּ

Barukh Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melekh ha:olam,
asher kideshanu b’mitzvotav, v’tzivanu al bee’ur
chametz.

Blessed are You, Eternal our God, Sovereign of the
universe, who has sanctified us with Your
commandments and commanded us concerning
the removal of leaven. Next, gather all the
leavened products, e.g. bread, cookies, pasta,
flour, beer and liquor, etc.* Then, either destroy
the leaven products by burning, throwing them
out, or hiding them as non-possessions, and say:



PASSOVER AT SINAI
Passover Ritual

“If it is a mitzvah to remove chametz (leavened
products) from our homes before Passover,
then what exactly is chametz?”
Chametz is food made from leavened grain. In the
Torah it is written: "Seven days you shall eat
matzah; on the very first day you shall remove
leaven from your houses..." (Exodus 12:15). The
rabbis specified five grains which can become
chametz: wheat, barley, spelt, rye, and oats.
Products from these grains cannot be eaten
during Pesach unless the flour produced from
them is mixed with water and cooked within an
18-minute period. 

Many rabbinic authorities in Eastern Europe
(Ashkenazi) added to the list of restricted food
stuffs. They forbade rice and legumes (these are
called kitniyot and include beans, peas, lentils,
and corn). Sephardic authorities, prohibit only the
five specified grains, thus Sephardic Jews are
allowed to eat legumes and rice during Passover.
Conservative and Reform rabbinic authorities
encourage each family to establish its own
custom concerning the eating of rice and
legumes. However, Jews of all denominations
strictly avoid eating leavened products from the
five grains.

On the days before Pesach, the house is
thoroughly cleaned and chametz is gathered. The
final “search” for chametz should be conducted
the evening before Passover. On the morning of
Passover, the last remaining pile of chametz is
destroyed. The prayers to be recited are found at
the front of most Passover Haggadot. The
essential declaration is as follows:

Any chametz which is in my possession which I
did or did not see, which I did or did not remove,
shall be nullified and become ownerless, like the
dust of the earth.”

““But if grain products are forbidden, how can
we eat matzah seeing that it is made from
grain?”
Of course, matzah is made from grain. However,
the wheat and flour for matzah is not given a
chance to rise. Thus, it is essential that the grain
used for making Passover matzah be kept
perfectly dry. Once the flour for matzah has been
mixed with water it must be put in the oven and
baked within 18 minutes. After the baking,
matzah can then be ground into meal and
soaked in liquid for as long as you want.

“Why is peanut oil permitted while peanuts are
not?”
Peanut oil is considered Kosher for Passover
because it isn't absolutely certain that peanuts
are forbidden. Halakhic authorities maintain that
peanuts are not kitniyot (see above) and that
Ashkenazic Jews abstain from them simply on
the basis of minhag (i.e. “custom”). So while
peanuts are off-limits for Ashkenazic Jews,
peanut derivatives are permitted. There are
differences of opinion concerning peanut butter.
Some consider it like peanuts, others say it is
more like oil. As my teacher Dr. Mark Washofsky
says: “Spread it on matzah and you take your
chances... in more ways than one!”

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/gAZcgKSa_Cg


weekly

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

All services are open for in-person attendance and will be streamed live at
sinaidenver.org/livestream or on our Facebook page at Facebook.com/SinaiDenver

erev shabbat service
Join us to welcome Shabbat every Friday
evening. Temple Sinai’s service is a rich mixture
of Jewish tradition and modern egalitarian
spirit which makes for an inviting and inclusive
experience for those of every age and
background. Our service is filled with wonderful
music that includes both traditional and
modern melodies. Thoughtful messages from
the rabbis enhance our services. We conclude
every Erev Shabbat service with an oneg
dessert and social time to renew friendships
and meet new friends.

FRIDAYS, 6:00 PM
Every Shabbat morning we have a lovely
service that encourages participation and
ruach, a joyous spirit. In addition to the rabbis,
congregants are invited to help lead the
service. Opportunities are available for
members to read Torah, provide a short drash
(message about the Torah portion) and help
lead the prayers. If you are interested in leading
a part of the service, contact Rabbi Rick Rheins
or Rabbi Michael Shields. This service is a
fabulous way to celebrate Shabbat and to meet
wonderful new friends.

SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN
SATURDAYS, 9:00 AM

THURSDAY, APRIL 17

For our Healing Service, we gather virtually for prayers,
meditations, music, and the warm embrace of friends to renew
our sense of hope, strength, and healing.  The Healing Service is
for those who are struggling with their health, for those
struggling with sadness and grief,  for caregivers who seek
inspiration as they pray for the welfare of loved ones. 

If you are unable to attend the Zoom Healing Service, just send
us the name(s) of the loved ones you would like mentioned
during our prayers. Please be sure to let them know that they
are in all our thoughts and prayers.

HEALING service
MONTHLY

/ virtual at 11:00 am
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RSVP HERE

The Denver unit of the Jewish War Veterans of
the USA meets at Temple Sinai one Sunday
morning each month. They provide excellent
no cost breakfast, guest speakers, camaraderie,
and social interaction. Come check them out!
For more information call, text or email Don
Price at donpriceusna73@gmail.com or 443-
995-9055. All are welcome.
April 27: John Crowley, Principal, Star Mesa
Capital, on his experiences as a Navy Seal and
then investment banker with Black Rock.

JEWISH WAR
VETERANS

LUNCH AND LEARN
COME LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE

AND MEET FRIENDS 
THURSDAY, APRIL 3, 10, 17, 24 AT 12:00 PM

EXPLORING THE STORIES OF THE
APOCRYPHA!

TUESDAYS AT NOON / VIRTUAL
 APRIL 1, 8, 15, 22

ADULT EDUCATION 

lifelong jewish learning SECOND SEMESTER

Review ethical & moral issues in selected Jewish texts.
Discuss hot current topics the important issues of the day

Bring your lunch! We will serve the text and topics!
NEWCOMERS QUICKLY AND EASILY FIT RIGHT IN!

It’s a great way to learn and meet new friends!

We will continue reading ancient Jewish texts by exploring
the Apocrypha literature. “Apocrypha” means “hidden

things” and these stories did not make the final canon of
the Hebrew Bible. For the most part these were beloved

stories that were written over two thousand years ago
(approximately 400-100 BCE). 

ZWERIN/KAYE AVOT STUDY
SATURDAYS AT 10:30 AM

VIRTUAL
APRIL 5, 12, 19, 26

Avot is a compilation of the ethical teachings and maxims
from Rabbinic Jewish tradition. It is unique in two ways: it is

the only Mishnah tractate that deals solely with ethical
principles, and it is the only Mishnah tractate that does not
appear in either the Jerusalem or the Babylonian Talmud.

Avot consists of five chapters dated from the time of Simon
the Just (c. 160 BCE) to Judah HaNasi (c. 200CE). There is also

a sixth chapter that is a repeat of a section from tractate
Kallah; it is added to Avot because its content and style are
similar to that in Avot. We do believe that all will enjoy this

very interesting section of the Oral Law. 

mailto:donpriceusna73@gmail.com


B’nei Mitzvah Dates are available in 2026 & 2027

Adding to the agony and frustration of dealing with illness or struggling with a difficult time is
the nagging thought that you are forgotten and that no one cares. Temple Sinai most

certainly cares about every one of our members. Rabbi Rick Rheins and Rabbi Michael Shields
will be quick to respond when any of our members and loved ones are struggling. In addition,

Temple Sinai has a wonderful group of volunteers on our Caring Community who help to
provide assistance.  Please call or write to our rabbis and let them know that you’d like their

help and attention. Confidential messages can be made directly to:

Confidential messages can be made directly to:
Rabbi Rick Rheins, rabrheins@sinaidenver.org

Rabbi Michael Shields, rabbishields@sinaidenver.org

Interested in becoming Jewish or learning more about Judaism?
Sign up for the next Introduction To Judaism course!

The Rocky Mountain Rabbis & Cantors (RMRC) offers a nationally renowned 28-week
Introduction to Judaism (ITJ) course. This program is taught by rabbis from the Reform,

Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Modern Orthodox movements. ITJ is a cornerstone of
the Denver Jewish community’s conversion program. It is one of the few in the country in

which rabbis from all the respective movements participate. 

There is a modest fee for the course, but some scholarships are available. If you are
interested in the Introduction to Judaism course, please call either Rabbi Rick Rheins or

Rabbi Michael Shields. 

Know that it is never too late to have our children experience the life-affirming joy and
pride of accomplishment by leading a service as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. If you have a child who

will turn 13 (or older) in 2026 or 2027 and you do not yet have a reserved date for a service,
please call Rabbi Rick Rheins or Rabbi Michael Shields and we’ll answer all your questions and

help you find a date that works for your family. Date selection request forms are available in
the Temple Sinai office and can be mailed directly to you. Know that our clergy work

personally with each student and their family to help create a memorable celebration that will
bring a lifetime of blessings.

Sick? Struggling? Want a call or a meeting?
Inform the Rabbis!

19



  
Bring all the Hostages Home, Build Lasting Peace: Your vote supports humanitarian aid and
rebuilding communities devastated by Hamas on October 7th in the Gaza Envelope and in
Northern Israel following Hezbollah rocket fire.
Strengthen Reform Judaism in Israel: Your vote supports Reform communities across Israel.
WZC election results directly impact the funding the Reform movement receives, and funding
for the salaries of Reform and Conservative community rabbis.
Champion Religious Freedom: Our opponents in this election hold views that clash harshly
with our Reform Jewish values. Your vote defends LGBTQ+ and gender equality in Jewish life,
and religious pluralism for all.
Protect Israeli Democracy: Do you want to make sure that the Reform Jewish voice is
reflected in our Jewish homeland? Your vote is a stand for a more just and inclusive Israel. 
Recognize Reform Conversions: You want policies that respect Reform conversions and the
Jewish identities of Reform children and families.
Equal Rights at the Western Wall: You believe the Western Wall should be a place of prayer
for all Jews, with equal access for women and non-binary Jews to read Torah and participate
fully. You also believe that the Egalitarian section must be maintained.
Uphold LGBTQ+ Rights: You support LGBTQ+ equality in Israel, including same-gender
adoption rights, employment discrimination, and transgender healthcare for all. 
Elect Reform Leaders: Your vote for the Reform slate gives a voice in the WZC, representing
our values this December.

Vote Reform!  All Jews 18+ who did not vote in the last Israeli election are eligible to vote.
Click here to register to “remind me to vote!”
Click here to register to learn how to vote and for more information from the WZC.

 
Want to volunteer to get out the vote from our Temple Sinai community?  Email Rabbi Shields
(rabbishields@sinaidenver.org) with any questions.
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Reasons to Vote Reform in the World Zionist Congress Elections

Your voice matters! The World Zionist Congress (WZC) is a democratically elected group
that meets every five years. It gives Jews living outside of the State of Israel a say in Israel's

future, both by allocating $1 billion and by electing leaders who share our progressive
values. 

Vote Reform in the upcoming WZC elections, from March 10 to May 4! This is a key
chance to champion our Reform Jewish values. Here's how your vote can make a

difference:

https://azm.org/wp-content/uploads/Vote-Reform-Two-Pager.pdf
https://urj.tfaforms.net/1507?utm_source=sfmc&utm_medium=email&utm_content=2/4/2025__EmailJobID-9241298___
https://azm.org/elections/
https://azm.org/elections/
https://www.vote4reform.org/what-is-wzc
https://azm.org/wp-content/uploads/Vote-Reform-Two-Pager.pdf
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parent

workshop

Join Debbie Foster on Sunday, April 6, at 9:15 AM for a hands-on
workshop to enhance your Passover experience with connection,

great food, and Jewcy ideas. 

Perfect for beginners, experts, and interfaith families—plus, take
home some matzah toffee! 

Debbie, author and illustrator of The Jewcy Haggadah, brings a
fresh approach to making Passover accessible for all.

Make your Seder meaningful and fun!

Sunday, April 6 at 9:15am

Passover



The Triumphant Spirit Exhibition 

The Triumphant Spirit exhibition represents an enduring
legacy of Holocaust Survivors who found their way to
America’s shores, created new lives and families and built
successful businesses. Over the years, these Survivors have
become legends of hope that continue as a bright beacon
for others who face insurmountable obstacles and for all
humanity. Today, these portraits and stories also are
validations of man’s inhumanity to man—that horrific
moment in history that never must be forgotten. 

This exhibition will be featured in our Lobby and West Social
Hall during the month of April.
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Rhythm ‘N’
Ruach 
Rhythm ‘N’
Ruach with Debbie Foster

Temple Sinai is proud to offer
Rhythm 'N' Ruach classes for

Babies and Toddlers (0-3) and
their caregivers. Rhythm 'N'

Ruach is an interactive
experience through music,

movement and Joyful Judaism.
Light Nosh and playtime to follow.

Members: Free
Non Members: $10 per class (includes child and adult)

11:00am @ Temple Sinai
Fridays, April 18, and May 23



26

Join Rabbi Shields, Ruthie Lipshulch and Debbie Foster for a joyful
Jewish morning featuring...Passover Stories, Shabbat Prayers and

Rhythm & Ruach  (a music and movement program). We will enjoy
a 'make-your-own-matzah' bar, crafts, time for kids to play

together and adults to connect. This special event is free but we do
require registrations by Thursday, April 17.

 This special event is free but we do require registrations by Thurs 4/17.

Passover Family Jam
Saturday, April 19

9:30am at Temple Sinai
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Help raise funds for Temple Sinai when you buy your groceries by linking your SooperCard to Temple Sinai!
(We will receive 5% of all purchases!)

Follow the instructions below to sign up:

King Soopers Community Rewards makes fundraising easy by donating to local organizations based on the
shopping you do every day. Once you link your card to an organization, all you have to do is shop at King Soopers

and swipe your SooperCard!

Selecting the organization that you wish to support is as simple as updating the King Soopers Community Rewards
selection on your digital account.

1. Sign in to your digital account (or create a new one).
2. Go here to search for your organization.

3. Enter Temple Sinai Denver.
4. Select the appropriate organization from the list and click “Save.”

Support Temple Sinai through King SoopersSupport Temple Sinai through King Soopers



We need each family to:



brotherhood/Sisterhood



Temple Sinai extends a heartfelt 90th birthday 'Mazel Tov’ to
Osi Sladek, who continues to speak publicly about his childhood

survival of the Holocaust including recent and upcoming
engagements at Denver Academy, Centaurus High School,

Foxridge Academy, Regis High School, Thomas Jefferson High
School, Vista Ridge High School, and more. In 1974, a fledgling
Temple Sinai, operating out of offices on University Boulevard

and holding services at the First Plymouth Congregational
Church on Hampden Ave., hired Osi as its first full-time Executive

Director. The growing congregation soon embarked on a
campaign to secure land and construct its first building on

Dartmouth Avenue. Over the next two decades, Osi worked side
by side with Rabbi Raymond A. Zwerin, steering the

congregation through good times and bad, including the
construction and loss of the first building, the acquisition of Pitts

Elementary School, and its transformation into the first-class
synagogue facility that exists today. In 1984, Temple Sinai

honored him for his dedication and service to the congregation.
If you’re a longtime member of Temple Sinai, you remember Osi

leading the congregation in song at the start of nearly every
Shabbat service over a period of 14 years. Osi and his beautiful

wife Selma (Temple Sinai’s 2018 Annual Dinner Honorees and the
establishment of the Osi & Selma Sladek Cultural Arts & Music

Fund...) are also now celebrating their 66th wedding
anniversary and remain ever-present and active in the Denver

Jewish community: inspiring, educating, entertaining, and
continuing to make their children and grandchildren very proud.
Their children are Ron, Adena, Daniel and Michael (together with

their spouses) and they have seven grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. Osi’s newly-published, gripping memoir

Escape To The Tatras - A Boy, A War and A Life Interrupted is
now available (book & audiobook) at Amazon / Audible. 

30

Happy birthday



Addison is the daughter of Arin and Bryan
Council and the sister of Harper. She attends
North Star Academy and enjoys soccer, skiing,
and travel. Addison aligned her Mitzvah Project
with her Passion Project elective at North Star
Academy to support the Ronald McDonald
House Charities (RMHC). RMHC provides a
home-away-from-home for families with
children undergoing long-term hospital care,
offering meals, housing, and support. Addison
organized a supply drive by assigning categories
of needed supplies to different grade levels.
With the help of Student Leadership, North Star
Academy held a school-wide drive in December.
Over three weeks, families donated carloads of
supplies, which Addison delivered to the Ronald
McDonald House of Aurora. She was proud of
her fellow students’ support and honored to
complete the project. The Ronald McDonald
House was overwhelmed by the NSA
community’s generosity, which helped many
families in need.

B’NEI MITZVAH
Addison council - 4/26/25

Marjorie Kitzes
Bob & Erin Sikorski, Ryan and Abigail

welcome to temple sinai’s newest members

Shirley Jean Karner, grandmother of Mitchell (Lauren) Tulper, great-grandmother of Josie
Julia Vean, aunt of Wendy Vean and Michael Strait

IN MEMORIUM

Zikhronam Livrakhah, may they be remembered for a blessing.



BOOST YOUR CONNECTIONS THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS
 AND JEWISH OPPORTUNITIES!

learn more and apply at:
sinaidenver.org/what-we-do/scholarships 

lisa thorner, executive director: lisa@sinaidenver.org

WHETHER IT'S FOR SUMMER CAMP, STUDIES, A LIFECYCLE EVENT OR TRAVEL, THERE ARE SO MANY WAYS THAT YOU
CAN BE AWARDED AN EXTRA BOOST OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO FULFILL YOUR PERSONAL OR FAMILY'S GOALS. 

TEMPLE SINAI IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE FAMILIES AND RESOURCES WHO HAVE DESIGNATED MONETARY FUNDS FOR
THAT EXTRA "BOOST." THESE FUNDS WERE ESTABLISHED FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS BUT THEY ALL HAVE THE SAME

COMMON PURPOSE - TO HELP JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS KEEP THEIR JEWISH SPIRIT ALIVE!

THESE SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES ARE TO BE USED; IT FILLS THE HEARTS AND SOULS FOR EVERYONE WHEN
SCHOLARSHIPS AND OPPORTUNITIES ARE AWARDED. EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST AND MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR

JEWISH JOURNEY!

THE JEFFREY O. ROSENBERG MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
The Jeffrey O. Rosenberg Memorial Scholarship for
Jewish Studies was created by his family to honor his
memory and to sustain his passion for Jewish
scholarship and culture. Each year this scholarship
will support:

1) Textbooks and course materials for Temple Sinai
members enrolled in higher education Jewish study
courses and rabbinic studies. Distributes up to $500
each year to one or multiple students. The applicant
should write a letter describing their Jewish studies
course(s) and the course materials they would like
covered.

2) B’nei Mitzvah tutoring for families: Provides a
student with $500 each for B’nei Mitzvah tutoring. 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 25-26
Eligibility:

Parents/guardians of the student(s) must be a
Temple Sinai member in good-standing with the
synagogue.
Registration process for Religious School must be
complete.
As awards are needs-based, applicants are asked to
complete an Application Process.
Scholarship amounts are dependent upon the
quantity of requests.
Please submit your scholarship request as soon as
possible. Deadline for submission is August 1, 2025.
Determination and notification will occur prior to
the start of school.
Financial adjustments are applicable for tuition only
and will be applied to the member’s account.



It is never too late to remember a loved one or to celebrate a graduation, confirmation, Bar/Bat
Mitzvah, a special birthday or any other milestone. The events that we experience individually

are meant to be shared with our Sinai community. Here are several ways in which to do so:

BRICK-BY-BRICK PROJECT
Brick by Brick is an ever-evolving commemoration of
the special moments and people that shape and
influence our lives. Bricks can be purchased online at
http://www.sinaidenver.org/brick-by-brick.html. The
display of bricks is located in front of Temple Sinai’s
entrance. Cost: $125 (4x8 brick) and $250 for (8x8
brick).

The Wall of Remembrance, located outside the
Zwerin Sanctuary, is a way to memorialize the
passing of a loved one. Name plates are inscribed
with the name of the departed along with the
English and Hebrew date of death. Cost: $350.

WALL OF REMEMBRANCE

TREE OF LIFE
The Tree of Life sculpture was created by the
renowned synagogue artist Sanford Werfel. The
branches of the tree form the Hebrew words “Etz
Chaim.” The stones at the roots of the Tree are
symbolic of the Twelve Tribes of Israel. The golden
leaves and stones may be inscribed to highlight or
commemorate joyous occasions, including births,
weddings, anniversaries, graduations or to honor
family, parents or friends. Cost: $175 to inscribe a leaf
and $1,000 to inscribe a stone. 33

pay tribute to your loved ones



RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Laurie Lavenhar 
      Grace Bach

IN HONOR OF:
Lauren Bubis and Jessica Wolf's
promotions 
      Grace Bach
Stacy Pocrass's and Terri Tilliss's
new granddaughters 
      Steve & Debra Fendrich
Rabbi Susan Rheins's Birthday 
      Grace Bach

SISTERHOOD FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Jerry Kitchin 
      Steve & Nancy Letman
 
TEMPLE SINAI GENERAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Charles Bauer 
      Sandra Bauer
Rena Defez 
      Jack Defez
Frances Fried 
      Jeffery & Jennifer Tempas
Mary Hoffman 
      Herbert & Elaine Hoffman
Alan D. Laff 
      Pearle Rae Levey
Henrietta Lebowitz and Alex
Rothzeid
      Alan & Karen Thursby
Gertrude "Trudy" Martin 
      Rosalie Martin
Marguerite Oxman 
      Justin & Sharon Roth 

IN HONOR OF:
Debbie Foster
      Richard Ball & Joan Winn
 
WE CARE/SOCIAL ACTION FUND
IN HONOR OF:
Speedy recovery of Judy Aronson 
      Stephen Katz & Judy Aronson

ALAN FARBER MEMORIAL CAMP
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN HONOR OF:
Lori Spanbauer 
     Wendy Vean

DONORS:
Estate of Norman and Brenda
Sheldon (z’l)

ARNOLD L. GREENBERG
MEMORIAL FUND FOR
INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Arnold Greenberg 
     Kenneth Greenberg & Anna  
     Menza

CANTORIAL SOLOIST RUTHIE
LIPSHULCH DISCRETIONARY
FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Louis Dinner 
      Edward & Debby Rosenfeld
Marian Goldhirsch 
      Richard & Barbara Finke

IDA & MAX FOGEL WINDOWS OF
THE WORLD FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Ida & Max Fogel 
      Marshall Fogel

IN HONOR OF:
Michelle and Zach Howard 
      Matt Wexler

ILENE SHIROFF MEMORIAL FUND
IN HONOR OF:
Barb Lettes and Debi Tepper 
      Wendy Vean

JEFFREY O. ROSENBERG
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR
JEWISH STUDIES
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Jeffrey Rosenberg on his 60th
birthday 
      Julie Rosenberg

JEWISH EDUCATION FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Milton Patt and Ruth Patt Patt
      Richard & Althea Patt

JULIUS & HELEN RING IST FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Robert Gold 
      Marsha Gold and Family 
 
DONORS:
Estate of Norman and Brenda
Sheldon (z’l)

MARILYN TOBIN MEMORIAL
FLOWER FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Lyn Civitello, Elinor Debber, Duffy
Hatch, John Martinez, and Mike O'Layo 
      Marshall & Carol Tobin

IN HONOR OF:
Complete and speedy recovery of
Miles Doane 
      Marshall & Carol Tobin

OSI & SELMA SLADEK CULTURAL
ARTS / MUSIC FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Harry Goldman, Irving Kaplan, and
Sonia Lewis
      Mary Bleecher

RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Robert Cohan 
      Mark & Carrie Goldman 
Harry Heldman 
      Margaret & Robert Rashti
Esther Lustig
      Stephan Lustig

IN HONOR OF:
Hebrew naming of Sarah
Hammerman 
      Adam & Lexi Hammerman

RABBI RICHARD RHEINS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Herb and Myndel Cohen 
      Ralph & Susan Barocas
Dorothea Flax 
      Richard & Barbara Finke
Dr. Stephen Gorden 
      Dana & Pamela Wakefield 
Alan D. Laff 
      Ken & Barbara Laff
Joyce Lottner 
      Marshall & Helene Abrahams
Leonard Nadel 
      Peter & Sally Nadel
Harvey Rothenberg 
      Audrey Rothenberg
Sara Zacker 
      Jonathan & Betty Heller

IN HONOR OF:
Pam Law 
      Jeremy & Beth Gold
Nathan Nieder becoming a Bar
Mitzvah 
      The Nieder Family
The birth of Tzipora bat Daniel v Chana
Leah - Marlow Sheldon 
      Ken & Juli Kramer
Wendy Vean 
      Linda Mitz

donations *Donations processed February 1 – 28, 2025
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SINAI STAFF:
RICHARD RHEINS
Senior Rabbi
ext. 205
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org

MICHAEL SHIELDS
Associate Rabbi
ext. 204
rabbishields@sinaidenver.org

RAYMOND ZWERIN
Rabbi Emeritus
ext. 217 

RUTHIE LIPSHULCH
Cantorial Soloist
ext. 208
ruthie@sinaidenver.org

LISA THORNER
Executive Director
ext. 206
lisa@sinaidenver.org 

LAUREN BUBIS
Director of Business Operations
ext. 211
lauren@sinaidenver.org 

JESSICA WOLF
Operations Manager
ext. 201
jessica@sinaidenver.org 

DEBBIE FOSTER
Director of Engagement &
Programming 
ext. 203
debbie@sinaidenver.org 

LINDSEY BALTIMORE
Marketing Manager
ext. 210
lindsey@sinaidenver.org 

staff and board

President - STEPHANIE PODOLAK
Vice President - JONATHAN FALK
Vice President - KATHY ZEIGER
Vice President - MARSHALL TOBIN
Treasurer - PHYLLIS BABICH
Secretary - ANA KOSER
Past President - DAVID EISNER

executive committee:

JEANETTE AMAYO
ROBERT EBER
JEAN GUTHERY
REBECCA HEA
JERRY LASSOW
LISA MEER WEISS

RACHAEL NARCISI
JIM STONE
TERRI TILLISS
MELANIE WISEMAN
EMILY YATES
EDDIE YENKINSON

trustees:

DONIEL KAYE
Director of Education
ext. 207
doni@sinaidenver.org

RACHEL CRAM
Preschool Assistant Director
303.759.0755 ext. 102
rachelc@sinaidenver.org

DANAE RONBERG
Preschool Operations Manager
303.759.0755 ext. 100
danae@sinaidenver.org

SHEILA PURDIN
Director of Early Childhood Education
303.759.0755 ext. 101
sheila@sinaidenver.org 

KELSEY OLIVER
Office Manager
ext. 200
kelsey@sinaidenver.org
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JENIFER ENGEL
Youth Coordinator
jenifer@sinaidenver.org



KEEP UP WITH TEMPLE SINAI

facebook.com/TempleSinai
facebook.com/SinaiDenverRS
facebook.com/TempleSinaiPreSchoolDenver

303.759.1827

3509 S. GLENCOE ST., DENVER, CO 80237

sinaidenver.org

MAIL@sinaidenver.org


