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WE ARE ALL LETTERS IN THE SCROLL OF LIFE

RABBI RICK RHEINS
Not only is Judaism structurally different from the
other monotheistic faiths. It is also different from
the other great attempt to understand the human
condition: philosophy, the invention of ancient
Greece. The Greek idea is of truth as a system. The
Jewish idea is of truth as story. The philosophical
quest has at most times been the search for truth
that is timeless and universal. For Judaism, this
systematically omits the most important features
of the human situation, time and perspective. Time
is the medium through which we learn, in which
we make the long, slow journey from violence to
justice, oppression to freedom, hierarchy to
equality. Perspective is the dimension through
which we discover that there are points of view
different from, and not reducible to, our own.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks zl, A Letter in the Scroll, pp
98-9.

The late Rabbi Sacks has left us a considerable
library of his brilliant thoughts. Nearly every volume
is noteworthy but if you have time to read only one
of his works, I highly recommend his book, A Letter
in the Scroll. The theme of the book is an expansion
of a metaphor from the Baal Shem Tov: The Jewish
people join together to form the Torah and every
Jew is a letter. A letter on its own has no meaning.
But when it joins others, words are created. Each
Jewish family is a word. And when our families join
together, we form sentences. And when we join
those sentences together, we create a story.

Ours is a dynamic story that evolves and grows
through time. Ours is a story that includes your
voice along with the voices of all who join our
Jewish family. Ours is a story that is woven through
thousands of years and countless cultures. Our
story is Torah and the visions of prophets that
transformed the world. Our story is built from
Midrash and Mishnah to create Gemara and
Talmud. Our story is told in layers of commentary
added by every generation. Our story is found in
the deep musings of great thinkers and scientists.
Our story is found is the heartbreaking tales from
the ghettos and during times of oppression in the
diaspora that still found hope and smiles to
brighten even the darkest of

ages. Our stories are also found in the whimsical and
often cynical humor of modern Jews who continue
our instinctual revulsion for the iconic “flavors of the
day” and other postures and poses of hubris. Our
stories are found in the plays and songs that have
captured the imagination, lifted the heart and mind,
and encouraged the noblest values of humankind.
Ours are the stories that have inspired men and
women to create businesses, invent products, lead
political movements, and devote themselves to
teaching children to begin writing new stories.

So it is, when we begin a new day, Jews traditionally
recite a prayer for study:

ם, עוֹלָ ךְ הָ מֶֽלֶ הֵֽינוּ  לֹ  יָ אֱ ה יְ תָּ  רוּךְ אַ בָּ
ה. י תוֹרָ רֵ בְ דִ עֲסוֹק בְּ וָּֽנוּ לַ   צִ יו, וְ וֹתָ צְ מִ שָֽׁנוּ בְּ   דְּ ר קִ שֶׁ  אֲ
Barukh Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melekh ha-olam,
asher asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav, v’tzivanu la-asok
b’divrei Torah.

Praised are You, Adonai, our God, Sovereign of the
universe, who has sanctified us with mitzvot and has
commanded us to engage with the words of Torah.

It is a prayer that invites us to engage and not
merely learn and certainly not simply memorize. We
are urged to add our letter of the scroll to whatever
text we are reading and to whatever lesson we are
studying. In this way, the text and the lessons
include our voice and perspective.

God willing, our Jewish children and grandchildren,
each one a letter in the scroll, will continue joining

their letters and create new visions and new stories.

Yes, we are the people of the book. But even more
significant is our role as letters in the sacred scroll that
reflects time and perspective; ever fresh, 
ever dynamic.

B’vrakhah, With Blessings,

Rick

Rabbi Rick Rheins
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TU BISHVAT: ROOTED, GROWING, AND
REACHING OUTWARD

RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS
Tu Bishvat, the New Year of the Trees, invites us to
slow down and reflect on growth, especially the
kind that happens quietly, patiently, and over
time. In the middle of winter, when the ground
still looks dormant, Jewish tradition insists that
something important is already happening
beneath the surface. Sap is rising. Roots are
strengthening. The future is bright.

Our tradition reminds us that this is not just about
trees. “For the human being is like the tree of the
field” (Deuteronomy 20:19). Just as trees need
deep roots and open space to grow, so do we. Tu
Bishvat becomes a mirror, asking us: How are we
tending our roots? How are we growing our
branches? And who are we growing alongside?

The Torah itself is described as a tree: “It is a tree
of life to those who hold fast to it, and all who
cling to it are blessed” (Proverbs 3:18). Torah,
community, and relationships are living systems,
they thrive when they are nurtured, revisited, and
shared. Growth in Jewish life doesn’t come from
standing still; it comes from engagement,
learning, and connection.

The sages understood this deeply. In Pirkei Avot
we are taught: “Make for yourself a teacher,
acquire for yourself a friend” (Avot 1:6). Growth is
relational. We do not become our best selves
alone. At Temple Sinai, Tu Bishvat calls us to
strengthen friendships, to reach out to new faces,
and to recommit to showing up for one another
across generations. There is a reason that
Temple Sinai is growing. It is growing because
people are investing in one another, through
learning, prayer, acts of kindness, and the simple
but sacred choice to belong.

There is also a powerful story in the Talmud
(Ta’anit 23a) about Honi the Circle-Drawer, who
sees a man planting a carob tree. When Honi asks
why, since the tree will not bear fruit for seventy
years, the man replies, “Just as my ancestors
planted for me, so I plant for those who will come 

Rabbi Shields
Rabbi Michael Shields 4

after me.” Tu Bishvat reminds us that Jewish
community is an act of faith in the future. We
invest today not only for ourselves, but for those
who will one day sit in our seats, sing our songs,
and call this community home.

Trees also teach us that strength is found in
connection. Forests survive storms because their
roots intertwine beneath the soil, sharing
nutrients and holding one another steady. So too,
our community grows stronger when we are
linked, to each other, to the broader Jewish world,
and to the enduring story of the People Israel.
When we spread our branches wide, we create
shade, shelter, and welcome for all who seek it.

This spirit of rootedness and reaching outward
comes alive in moments when we gather in new
and meaningful spaces, like the upcoming
Shabbat at DU that Temple Sinai is sponsoring on
Friday, March 13. We have a role to nurture our
local college students, supporting them during
this part of their journey in life. We meet them
where they are, extending our branches, and
reminding ourselves that Jewish life flourishes
wherever we support prayer, music, and
community. And as a value proposition, we hope
that synagogues throughout the United States
welcome and care for our Temple Sinai students
who go to college around the corner front their
shuls. 

As we mark Tu Bishvat, may we be inspired to
tend our roots with care, to invest in relationships
with intention, and to keep building a community
that is vibrant, welcoming, and resilient. May we
continue to grow, deeper and wider, spreading
our branches to embrace all who embrace us, and
planting seeds of Jewish life that will bear fruit for
generations yet to come. 



lISA THORNER

SECURITY UPDATE: WHAT OUR COMMUNITY
SHOULD KNOW

At Temple Sinai, the safety and well-being of our
congregants, staff, and visitors remains our highest
priority. In today’s world, we understand how
important it is to be thoughtful, prepared, and
vigilant, and we take this responsibility very seriously.
Every decision we make regarding security is guided
by caution, care, and a deep commitment to
protecting our community while preserving the
warmth and openness of our sacred space.

An important part of this commitment is our newly
formed Security Committee, led by Temple Sinai
member, Jon Levison. The committee is composed
of individuals with diverse professional backgrounds,
selectively recruited to bring extensive military, law
enforcement, security services, mental health and
critical medical specialty expertise. Each member
brings valuable experience and perspective, allowing
us to approach security proactively, thoughtfully, and
comprehensively.

The Security Committee will conduct regular
walkthroughs of our campus to identify potential
vulnerabilities and employ best practices to address
them taking advantage of the Temple’s robust
security system equipment. A key focus of the
committee is to support ongoing training and
preparedness efforts for both staff and congregants,
to ensure understanding of protocols and instilling
confidence about how to respond in the event of an
emergency. In addition, this group will work closely
with our security company and law enforcement
representatives in the community.
  
Temple Sinai has been recognized as a model for
security within the broader Colorado Jewish
community. According to the Secure Community
Network (SCN), the official safety and security
organization of the Jewish community in North
America, Temple Sinai is considered one of the most
secure Jewish institutions in Colorado. We meet
regularly with SCN professionals to review our
facilities, assess current conditions, and plan for both
immediate and long-term security needs. 

As we continue to enhance our security measures,
we are committed to transparency, communication,
and preparedness. We will keep our congregation
informed and engaged as part of this ongoing effort.
Together, we can ensure that Temple Sinai remains a
safe, welcoming, and a vibrant home for worship,
learning, and community.

With gratitude for your trust and partnership,

Lisa Thorner
Lisa Thorner

ANNUAL
EVENT

Sunday, June 7,  2026

SAVE THE DATE

Join us to celebrate!

Temple Sinai’s

Executive Director
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Dear Sinai Families,

We are delighted to announce that Rabbi Jordan Shaner will be joining Temple Sinai on July 1, 2026,
as our Director of Education. We are thrilled to welcome Rabbi Shaner and his family into our
Temple Sinai community.

Rabbi Shaner will be returning to Denver with his wife, Kate, a violinist and music educator, and
their four-year-old son, Meir. Rabbi Shaner is already familiar to many in our congregation. He grew
up in Colorado and previously served as Interim Rabbi at Temple Sinai during the summer of 2017.

In his role at Temple Sinai, Rabbi Shaner will oversee all educational programming, including our
Religious School. He will also help elevate educational offerings throughout the congregation by
enhancing classes, expanding speaker opportunities, and overseeing our Artist and Scholar-in-
Residence Program. We are excited to add his vision and passion for lifelong Jewish learning that
will energize congregants of all ages.

For the past seven years, Rabbi Shaner has served as Associate Rabbi at Temple Sinai in Toronto,
Canada, where he had a meaningful and creative presence on the bimah, worked closely with
young families and young professionals, and organized and led adult education programming.
Together with his wife, Kate, he created and developed a Family Time Shabbat program which
established a beloved experience for young families in the community. 

Rabbi Shaner has a deep passion for Judaism and education, both on and off the bimah. He is a
dynamic leader and educator, known for his ability to connect meaningfully across generations.

During his rabbinical studies, Rabbi Shaner was part of the inaugural ARZA HUC-JIR Fellowship,
which fostered an in-depth understanding of the American–Israeli relationship.

Please join us in offering a warm and enthusiastic welcome to the Shaner family as they join Temple
Sinai.

TEMPLE SINAI WELCOMES 
RABBI JORDAN SHANER

Welcome!‌
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Musically Yours,

Ruthie
Ruthie Lipshulch

Ruthie lipshulch
CANTORIAL SOLOIST

Tu Bishvat is a time to celebrate growth, renewal,
and our relationship with the natural world. Trees
remind us that growth often happens quietly,
long before it shows on the surface. Beneath the
soil, their roots share nutrients and strength;
above ground, their branches provide shelter,
balance, and life.

Here at Temple Sinai, we work together like the
trees of a forest, offering our individual gifts and,
together, creating an environment that is
meaningful to everyone. On their own, each tree
is strong and beautiful; together, they form a
resilient, living ecosystem.

Music as a Path to Connection: 
Music, like trees, can connect us in profound ways.
Two of my favorite melodies that help us honor Tu
Bishvat are:

🎵 Ellen Allard – For Trees
A song celebrating the life, hope, and beauty each
tree brings to the world.

🎵 Batya Levine – Tu Bishvat Niggun
A wordless melody that invites us to breathe,
listen, and be present. Its cyclical structure reflects
the rhythms of trees and the seasons, and its
communal accessibility allows many voices to join
like a forest, each noticing and supporting the
others, creating something stronger together.

Musical Shabbat: Growing Together Through
Song
As your Cantorial Soloist, my goal is to create a
participatory Musical Shabbat designed with you
in mind, your voices, your presence, and the many
ways you show up in prayer. By introducing new
melodies alongside familiar ones, and returning
to them over time, we build a shared musical
language as a community. Repeated refrains, call-
and-response melodies, and returning favorites
are simple ways we learn and grow together.

Like a forest, Musical Shabbat thrives through the
many voices of all ages. Some of the deepest
growth happens beneath the surface through
listening, showing up, and supporting one
another. Together, we form a living ecosystem of
prayer: rooted in tradition, reaching toward light,
and nourished by our shared song. Musical
Shabbat isn’t just one service; it’s about delighting
in prayerful melodies and creating something
lasting, together.

I invite you to join me at the next Sing Your Spirit
or Musical Shabbat to share your voice and help
build our growing musical culture. Your
participation makes this ecosystem thrive.

TU BISHVAT: THE NEW YEAR OF THE TREES

NEW DATE AND TIME

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/SS
https://open.spotify.com/track/4fTuM2JsukltWwHZJuzydN?si=2ea544eacc3a424a&nd=1&dlsi=50eb2ef5a1394d68
https://open.spotify.com/track/4fTuM2JsukltWwHZJuzydN?si=2ea544eacc3a424a&nd=1&dlsi=50eb2ef5a1394d68
https://open.spotify.com/track/4fTuM2JsukltWwHZJuzydN?si=2ea544eacc3a424a&nd=1&dlsi=50eb2ef5a1394d68
https://open.spotify.com/track/0oA7rFAskvuOI0bjnLq0v4?si=3aeae8f3c0c74699&nd=1&dlsi=9493234bb68f406c
https://open.spotify.com/track/0oA7rFAskvuOI0bjnLq0v4?si=3aeae8f3c0c74699&nd=1&dlsi=9493234bb68f406c


In Judaism, names matter. Just as we are created
B’tzelem Elohim - in the image of God - we
honor one another by knowing and using each
other’s names. Wearing a name tag helps turn
friendly faces into real connections, ensuring
everyone feels seen, known, and welcomed.
Whether you’re brand new or have been part of
our community for years, your name is an
important part of who you are - and we’re so
glad you’re here. 

A few months ago, our exceptional Engagement
Committee created a ‘Welcome/Name Tag’ table
greeting congregants before Erev Shabbat
services. Members wear blue name tags and
visitors wear gold so we can greet one another
by name. It has been very successful and it will
continue to be in the lobby.

It is now time to create permanent name tags
for our Temple community and we’d love to
make one for you. Our permanent name tags
are acrylic with a magnet attachment. 

Please sign up so we can prepare your name tag
and have it waiting for you at Temple. 

On the Name Tag Order Form, enter your first
and last name. If you’d like, we can also add
some information about you (i.e., a committee or
auxiliary you are part of, when you joined the
Temple, or something else that helps
congregants get to know you). 

NEW 
NAME 
TAGS! 

Click Here to  
Order your Free

Permanent
Name Tag!

Debbie

DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT AND PROGRAMMING

Debbie FOster
B’TZELEM SHEM: EVERY NAME HAS MEANING
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Mona Spitz
director of development

I’m honored to introduce myself as Temple Sinai’s Director of Development. My role is to
partner with Rabbi Rheins and Rabbi Shields, the Board of Trustees, and staff to ensure that
Temple Sinai has the resources it needs to thrive today and for generations to come.
 
To my fellow congregants, I welcome conversations about what inspires you, what brought
you to Temple Sinai, and how you hope to be involved. Whether you are interested in learning
more about how our programs are funded, exploring ways to honor a loved one, or thinking
about long-term giving as an expression of Jewish values, I am here to help guide those
conversations in partnership with our rabbis and Executive Director, Lisa Thorner.
 
Please say hello when you see me around the Temple or reach out anytime. I’m excited to
work together to nurture a vibrant and secure future for our congregation.

Warmly,

Mona Spitz
Mona Spitz

Rabbi Bobbie Rosenberg
Teacher and curriculum specialist 

February is Jewish Disability Awareness and Inclusion Month (JDAIM), a time to raise awareness,
challenge stigma, and recommit to building Jewish communities where people of all abilities truly
belong.

Disability touches every stage of life, often in ways we see and just as often in ways we do not. JDAIM
reminds us that inclusion is not an extra, it is a core Jewish value rooted in B’tzelem Elohim, the belief
that every person is created in the image of G-d.

This month invites us to listen, reflect, and take meaningful steps toward greater accessibility and
inclusion. When we remove barriers and lead with empathy, we strengthen our whole community.
May JDAIM inspire us to keep building a synagogue where everyone knows they belong. For February’s
JDAIM event click here!

Rabbi Bobbie has been a member of the Religious School for the past two years. He teaches 6,7 and
9th grades.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Bobbie Rosenberg

Rabbi Bobbie Rosenberg 9
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A Joyful Stretch of Learning Ahead

As we move into the remainder of the Religious School year, I want to share how truly
energized and grateful we are. Our students have been forming meaningful relationships with
their peers, and we are seeing real gains in Hebrew decoding and Jewish knowledge across the
grades. Thank you for partnering with us at home, those few moments spent reviewing letters
and vowels a few times each week truly make a difference.

Over these next few months, Wendy Applebaum, our Religious School Assistant and
Administrator, and I will be overseeing and guiding the curriculum even more closely. Our goal
is to ensure that teachers continue to feel supported and that your children benefit from the
thoughtful, engaging lessons of our ShalomLearning curriculum, always grounded in a warm,
stable, and developmentally appropriate classroom environment. We deeply appreciate your
partnership and trust.

There are also some wonderful school-wide and community-wide experiences ahead. Please
be sure to save these dates:

Sunday, March 8 (11:30 AM): Purim Carnival (immediately following Religious School;
Religious School will be dismissed at 11:30 AM). Sign up here.
Sunday, May 3 (9:00 AM–1:00 PM): Celebrate Israel Festival. Religious School and Temple
families will gather together to celebrate and support Israel and proudly represent Temple
Sinai. More details coming soon.
Sunday, May 17 (9:00 AM–1:00 PM): Temple Sinai Mitzvah Day with Religious School.
Families from across our congregation will come together to live out our Jewish values
through a wide range of meaningful projects. Families will be able to choose the projects
that speak most to them.

If you have any questions or would like to connect, please feel free to reach out to me directly
at rabbishields@sinaidenver.org.

Rabbi Shields
Rabbi Michael Shields
Acting Director of Temple Sinai Religious School

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/PC26
mailto:rabbishields@sinaidenver.org


SHEILA PURDIN
Director of EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

In Jewish tradition, we understand a human being as a
whole—guf (body), lev (heart), and neshamah (spirit)
woven together. When we nurture only one part, we
miss the fullness of who a child can become. Practices
like yoga, breath work, and mindfulness offer young
children—and the adults who care for them—simple,
powerful ways to support this sacred wholeness.

Very young children experience the world through
their bodies before they can name their feelings or
explain their needs. A child who wiggles, melts down,
or withdraws is often communicating stress, fatigue, or
overwhelm long before they have the language to say
it. Mind-body practices give children tools to notice
what is happening inside themselves and to respond
with care. A deep breath, a stretch, or a quiet moment
of stillness helps regulate the nervous system, bringing
children from a state of “too much” back into balance.

Recently, our school spent two full days learning
alongside Missy Brown, founder of Deep Play for Kids,
exploring how yoga, breathing exercises, and
mindfulness can be woven into daily classroom life.
Missy guided our educators through practical, playful
tools designed specifically for young children, while
also grounding us in the strong and growing body of
research showing how closely the mind and body are
connected. We experienced firsthand how movement,
breath, and awareness can shift energy, calm stress,
and restore focus—for teachers and student alike.

Research shows that even brief mindfulness and
movement practices can improve attention, emotional
regulation, and social skills in young children. When a
child learns to pause, breathe, and notice how their
body feels, they are also learning self-awareness and
empathy—core building blocks of lifelong emotional
health. In Jewish terms, we are helping them develop
da’at, the ability to know themselves and others with
clarity and compassion.

Yoga and mindful movement are especially powerful
in early childhood because they meet children where
they are: in motion, imagination, and play. Poses

Sheila
Sheila Purdin

become animals, trees, or Shabbat candles. Breathing
becomes blowing bubbles or smelling flowers. Stillness
becomes listening for a soft bell. These playful
experiences strengthen muscles, coordination, and
balance while also building focus and resilience.

The benefits extend just as deeply to the educators
who guide them. Teaching young children is sacred
work—and it is also demanding. Through our training
with Deep Play for Kids, teachers gained simple,
effective tools to reset in the middle of a busy day,
notice their own stress before it spills over, and
respond to children with greater patience and
presence. A regulated adult nervous system supports a
regulated classroom.

Jewish wisdom teaches us shmirat haguf—the
obligation to care for our bodies—and menuchah, the
restorative rest that allows us to return to ourselves. By
weaving yoga, mindfulness, and breath into our school
culture, we are living these values in tangible ways—
nurturing the whole child, and the whole educator,
every day.
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NURTURING THE WHOLE CHILD: MIND, BODY, AND
SPIRIT AT TEMPLE SINAI PRESCHOOL
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Hello Temple Sinai! 

Over the past few months, it has been such a joy
settling into my role as Youth Engagement
Director. I’ve loved jumping right into youth
programming for kindergarten through 12th
grade and getting to know our incredible
community. These first few months have been full
of energy, connection, and growth, and I’m so
grateful to be here!

Our Meretz and Ruach (K-5th grade) and Junior
Youth Group (6th-8th grade) had incredible
Chanukah parties to kick off the holiday. We
decorated cookies, ate latkes, and played with the
giant dreidel! Temple Sinai Youth Group (9th-12th
grade) took part in an epic latke cookoff, whipping
up latkes inspired by flavors and recipes from
around the world! In January, Meretz and Ruach
got up close and personal with incredible reptiles,
learning all about these fascinating creatures -
and even had the chance to hold snakes!

Upcoming Events:

Meretz and Ruach Chopped Challenge-
February 22, 12:00-1:30  

Join your friends after Religious School for lunch,
snacks and a fast-paced cooking challenge where
kids will team up, get creative, and put their skills
to the test!
Like all Meretz and Ruach events, this program is
designed for children grades K-5.

Meretz and Ruach Chocolate Seder - March
22, 12:00-1:30 

A sweet twist on tradition! Join us for a Chocolate
Passover Seder filled with delicious treats,
meaningful moments, and plenty of fun as we
experience the story of Passover in a totally unique
way.

Getting to know the amazing children in our
community has been so wonderful, and I can’t
wait to keep creating programs that bring even
more fun and Jewish joy to our Temple Sinai
family.

Brynn Tully 
Youth Engagement Director/
Family Programming Assistant

Respectfully,

Brynn 13

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/cc26
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/cc26
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/cc26
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/MARNW
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/MRCS26
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/MRCS26
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/MRCS26


weekly

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
All services are open for in-person attendance and will be streamed live at

sinaidenver.org/livestream or on our Facebook page at Facebook.com/SinaiDenver

erev shabbat service
Join us to welcome Shabbat every Friday
evening. Temple Sinai’s service is a rich mixture
of Jewish tradition and modern egalitarian
spirit which makes for an inviting and inclusive
experience for those of every age and
background. Our service is filled with wonderful
music that includes both traditional and
modern melodies. Thoughtful messages from
the rabbis enhance our services. We conclude
every Erev Shabbat service with an oneg
dessert and social time to renew friendships
and meet new friends.

FRIDAYS, 6:00 PM
Every Shabbat morning we have a lovely
service that encourages participation and
ruach, a joyous spirit. In addition to the rabbis,
congregants are invited to help lead the
service. Opportunities are available for
members to read Torah, provide a short drash
(message about the Torah portion) and help
lead the prayers. If you are interested in leading
a part of the service, contact Rabbi Rick Rheins
or Rabbi Michael Shields. This service is a
fabulous way to celebrate Shabbat and to meet
wonderful new friends.

SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN
SATURDAYS, 9:00 AM

temple sinai grief support group

Temple Sinai’s Grief Support Group resumes on Sunday, February 22, at 11:00 AM with Dr. Ana Dodson.  
The process of grief differs from person to person. We are proud to offer an opportunity for our
members to share and learn. Together we will find strength and support. These sessions are free for
Temple Sinai members. New members who are interested in learning more and/or joining should
contact Dr. Ana Dodson. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 AT 11:00 AM

14

MONTHLY

For our Healing Service, we gather virtually for prayers, meditations,
music, and the warm embrace of friends to renew our sense of hope,
strength, and healing.  The Healing Service is for those who are
struggling with their health, for those struggling with sadness and
grief, for caregivers who seek inspiration as they pray for the welfare
of loved ones. 

If you are unable to attend the Zoom Healing Service, just send us the
name(s) of the loved ones you would like mentioned during our
prayers. Please be sure to let them know that they are in all our
thoughts and prayers. All are welcome. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
HEALING service/VIRTUAL AT 11:00 AM

mailto:ana@nurturingheartsandminds.com


ADULT EDUCATION 

LUNCH AND LEARN
COME LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE

AND MEET FRIENDS 
THURSDAYS

FEBRUARY 5, 12, 19, 26
 AT  NOON

JEWISH WAR VETERANS MEETING

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8
AT 9:00 AM

Join the Jewish War Veterans for their monthly
meeting on Sunday, February 8, at Temple
Sinai. A complimentary breakfast begins at 9:00
AM, followed by the meeting at 10:00 AM. 

Guest speaker Professor Kevin France,
Associate Chair of Graduate Studies and
Associate Professor in Astrophysical and
Planetary Sciences at the University of Colorado
Boulder will join us. His research focuses on
exoplanets, their host stars, and ultraviolet
astrophysics. He is also Principal Investigator on
multiple NASA missions, including the ESACPE
Small Explorer concept and the CUTE small
satellite mission. 

Review ethical and moral issues in selected
Jewish texts. Discuss the important issues of
the day. Bring your lunch! We will serve the text
and topics! 

NEWCOMERS QUICKLY AND EASILY
FIT RIGHT IN! 

It’s a great way to learn and  
meet new friends!

February 25:  iMordecai, a fun, enjoyable
romp with Judd Hirsch. Snacks and drinks
will be served. 

RSVP
HERE

March 25: Shelly Shem Tov: Mother of
Returned Israeli Hostage, Omer
April 15: Miri Kornfeld: How to Engage with
Others on Difficult Topics
April 29: Dr. Joshua Furman: Jews in the Civil
War
May 13: TBD

Another exciting semester of Lifelong Jewish Learning is coming up! All programs are free
and (unless otherwise noted) are 6:30 to 8:00 PM at Temple Sinai. Be sure to mark your
calendars for February 25, March 11, March 25, April 15 and April 29, with a lighthearted
bonus program on May 13 that will be announced at a later date.

WEDNESDAYS
FEBRUARY 25
MARCH 11, 25
6:30-8:00 PM

LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING
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https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/LJLsp26
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/LJLsp26
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SICK? STRUGGLING? 
WANT A CALL OR A MEETING?

INFORM THE RABBIS!

SICK? STRUGGLING? 
WANT A CALL OR A MEETING?

INFORM THE RABBIS!
Adding to the agony and frustration of
dealing with illness or struggling with a
difficult time is the nagging thought that
you are forgotten and that no one cares.
Temple Sinai most certainly cares about
every one of our members. Rabbi Rick
Rheins and  Rabbi Michael Shields will be
quick to respond when any of our
members and loved ones are struggling. In
addition, Temple Sinai has a wonderful
group of volunteers on our  Caring
Community who help to provide
assistance. Please call or write to our rabbis
and let them know that you’d like their
help and attention.

Confidential messages can be made
directly to:
Rabbi Rick Rheins and  
Rabbi Michael Shields

INTERESTED IN BECOMING JEWISH OR LEARNING MORE 
ABOUT JUDAISM? SIGN UP FOR THE NEXT 
INTRODUCTION  TO JUDAISM COURSE!

INTERESTED IN BECOMING JEWISH OR LEARNING MORE 
ABOUT JUDAISM? SIGN UP FOR THE NEXT 
INTRODUCTION  TO JUDAISM COURSE!

The Rocky Mountain Rabbis & Cantors (RMRC) offers a nationally renowned 28-week
Introduction to Judaism (ITJ) course. This program is taught by rabbis and cantors
from the Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Modern Orthodox
movements. ITJ is a cornerstone of the Denver Jewish community’s conversion
program. It is one of the few in the country in which rabbis from all the respective
movements participate. There is a modest fee for the course, but some scholarships
are available. If you are interested in the Introduction to Judaism course, please call
either  Rabbi Rick Rheins or Rabbi Michael Shields at 303-759-1827.

B’NEI MITZVAH DATES AREAVAILABLE IN 2027 & 2028

B’NEI MITZVAH DATES AREAVAILABLE IN 2027 & 2028

Know that it is never too late to have our
children experience the life-affirming joy
and pride of accomplishment by leading a
service as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. If you have a
child who will turn 13 (or older) in 2027 or
2028 and you do not yet have a reserved
date for a service, please call Rabbi Rick
Rheins or Rabbi Michael Shields and we’ll
answer all your questions and help you find
a date that works for your family. Date
selection request forms are available in the
Temple Sinai office and can be mailed
directly to you. Know that our clergy work
personally with each student and their
family to help create a memorable
celebration that will bring a 
lifetime of blessings.

mailto:rabrheins@sinaidenver.org
mailto:rabbishields@sinaidenver.org






https://sinaidenver.org/upcoming-events/purim/


https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/HTH
https://sinaidenver.org/upcoming-events/purim/


https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/BOH


https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/hamentashen26
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/PC26
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PURIM TRADITIONS (FROM THE URJ WEBSITE)
In the Book of Esther, we read that Purim is a time for "feasting and merrymaking," as well as for

"sending gifts to one another and presents to the poor" (Esther 9:22). In addition to reading the Megillah
(Book of Esther), celebrants dress in costumes, have festive parties, perform Purim shpiels, send baskets

of food (mishloach manot) to friends, and give gifts to the poor (matanot l'evyonim).

COSTUMES
As part of the carnival-like atmosphere of Purim,
many children and adults wear costumes. Some
attribute this tradition to the fact that Esther
initially “masked” her Jewish identity. Now a
vibrant and widely practiced custom, some
choose to dress as characters from the Purim
story, while others select Jewish heroes from
throughout history.

In Israel, the celebrations are especially
extravagant and exciting. People of all ages take
to the streets, rejoicing with parades, parties,
costumes and carnivals. The parade through the
streets of Tel Aviv is known to be especially wild.
At the Kotel (the Western Wall) volunteers for
Women of the Wall read Megillat Esther in the
women’s section.

HAMANTASCHEN
Hamantaschen (Yiddish for Haman's pockets) are
three-cornered pastries filled with poppy seeds
(mohn in Yiddish), fruit preserves, chocolate, or
other ingredients that are traditionally eaten on
Purim. In Israel during the weeks leading up to
Purim, the aroma of freshly baked hamantaschen
can be smelled on every block. Their triangular
shape is thought to be be reminiscent of Haman's
hat or ears.

IN THE SYNAGOGUE
The Megillah (scroll) most often refers to 
Megillat Esther (The Scroll of Esther) which also
is known as the "Book of Esther." 

Traditionally, the Book of Esther is read at both
evening and morning services on Purim—both
in North America and in Israel. A number of
customs are associated with the reading.
Haman, the enemy of the Jews in this story, is
associated with all those who have tried to
destroy the Jewish people throughout history.
Therefore, we make 

loud noises—verbally or with noisemakers—at
every mention of Haman’s name in order to
drown it out. Derived from the Polish word
meaning “rattle,” a grogger is the noisemaker
used to drown out the name of Haman during
the reading of the Megillah. Beginning in the
13th century, Jews throughout Europe sounded
the grogger as a part of their Purim
celebrations.
A Purim spiel is a humorous skit presented on
Purim. Most parody the story of the Book of
Esther, but it also is common for participants to
take the opportunity to poke some gentle fun at
themselves and their idiosyncrasies. 

AT HOME
Mishloach manot are gifts of food that friends
(and prospective new friends!) exchange on
Purim. Often presented in baskets, most
mishloach manot include hamantaschen, the
traditional three-sided pastry eaten on Purim,
but may also include a wide variety of foods and
treats. These gifts are frequently referred to by
their Yiddish name, shalachmanos.

Jewish families make mishloach manot baskets
at home and distribute then to friends. Many
families also make hamantaschen to include in
these baskets and to enjoy at home.

Matanot l'evyonim (gifts to the poor) are gifts
given at this season to those in need so that they,
too, can celebrate Purim with a special meal.
Many families have committed to participating in
this important social justice aspect of the holiday.

MATANOT L'EVYONIM (GIFTS TO THE POOR) 
Are gifts given at this season to those in need so
that they, too, can celebrate Purim with a special
meal. Many families have committed to
participating in this important social justice
aspect of the holiday.



Temple Sinai has secured 50 tickets for this event for our
members. Tickets are available on a first come, first served basis. 

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/Todd-Siler-MOA
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/joe
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/adl
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/PLC
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/0hKtHoXrQBS7PDYVTct5RA#/registration
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/Stepping-On-Workshop
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/CFS26
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/ts220
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Temple Sinai recently hosted a two-part parent advocacy training focused on addressing antisemitism in
schools and supporting Jewish students. The first session opened with Scott Melton, Director of
Education and Advocacy for ADL Mountain States, who shared advocacy strategies and research from
ADL’s Center for Antisemitism Research. Parents learned ADL’s three pillars of effective advocacy,
Incident, Impact, and Response, a clear framework for raising concerns and seeking solutions.

The following session, parents gathered with senior leadership from Cherry Creek Public Schools and
Aurora Public Schools for an open conversation about partnership, communication, and student safety.
We were honored to welcome Chris Smith, Superintendent of Cherry Creek Public Schools; Mike Giles,
Superintendent of Aurora Public Schools; Dr. Remy Rummel, Director of Equity, Culture and Community
for Cherry Creek; and Joe Glover, Executive Director of High School Education. Their presence on a
Sunday morning reflected a strong commitment to listening to families and working collaboratively.

District leaders explained how incidents are addressed at the school and district levels, emphasized
starting with school administrators, and outlined escalation steps when issues persist. Parents were also
introduced to key reporting tools, including ADL.org/report and Safe2Tell.org.

Special thanks to Temple Sinai’s Action Against Antisemitism Committee, Rabbi Shields, Rabbi Rheins and
to Debbie Foster, for their leadership and dedication to strengthening partnerships between our community
and local schools.

The results of the congregational questionnaire included strong support for additional programs that would
teach how to respond to antisemitic confrontations. On February 1 at 9:30 AM, Susan Rona, Regional
Director for Mountain States, ADL will present a training session titled “How to Win Hearts and Minds:
Guidelines for Communication Strategies for Combatting Antisemitism.” The training, at Temple Sinai, will
last between ninety minutes and an hour.

Other News:
On December 9, the Action Against Antisemitism Committee presented the results of the congregational
questionnaire on antisemitism to the Temple Sinai Board of Trustees. The Board showed great interest in
the results, and some discussion on future programming took place.

Future Events:
The final Roots session, titled: “Antisemitism-Past, Present, Future” will take place at HEA on February 3
at 6:30 PM. The presenter will be Jeremy Jacobs.

Temple Sinai Hosts Parent
Advocacy Training with ADL

and Local School Leaders

When We Speak Together, We Are Heard

http://adl.org/report
http://safe2tell.org/
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Anonymous (38)
Jeanette Amayo
Andrea Anderson
Molly and Max Anger
Rachel and Michael Anger
Susan Aronoff and Eric Glasser
Mike and Phyllis Babich
Grace Bach
Joan Winn and Rick Ball
The Baltimore Family
Ralph and Susan Barocas
Andy and Rachel Baum
Doug Benson
Jayne and Keith Berman
The Berman Family
The Susan Berman Family
Stuart and Jill Bombel
Janet Bronitsky and Mark Suprenand
Amanda and Josh Brooks
Ari and Tracy Brunschwig
Michael and Geegee Brunschwig
Michelle Cagwin
Shelley and Ron Capozzi
Julie and Michael Chapman
Jack and Elaine Christensen
Adam and Mindy Cohen
Ira Dauber and Sylvia Brice

$75,176

$11,735
BUILDING
BEAUTIFY

$13,153
TECH

ENHANCE

$24,357
YOUTH

LOUNGE /
SPACES

IT’S THE SMALL MOMENTS IN LIFE THAT WILL ADD UP TO A FULL JOURNEY. 

EACH OF THE CHAI UNITS DONATED WILL ADD UP TO A YEAR FULL OF EVENTS, PROGRAMS AND
SPECIAL GATHERINGS TO BRING US CLOSER TO ONE ANOTHER IN A WAY THAT IS MOST

MEANINGFUL TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US. HERE ARE THE RESULTS...

$11,947
INTERGEN

PROGRAMS

$13,981
TEACHER
TRAINING

Gloria and Glenn Decker
Arielle Gumer and Max Delahanty
Ellie Deneroff
Sherri Diamond
Cindy and Steve Diamond
Jan and Linda Dorfman
Leslie and Kevin Dunn
Jay Dworkin
Robert and Leslie Eber
James and Gwendolyn Ehrlich
Anita and Alan Eisenberg
Dave Eisner and Renee Johnson
Gregg and Karen Engel
Aileen and Murray Englander
Susan and Joe Epstein
Stewart Falk and Candi Powers
Steven and Debra Fendrich
Jan and Bryan Ferguson
Andy Figa
Barbara and Richard Finke
Jan Fisher
Debbie Foster
Richard and Susan Frank
Rondi and David Frieder
Rich Gabriel and Jill Wichlens
Gordon Garb
Stuart and Andrea Gavurin



29

Debra and Joseph Stasio
Arthur and Sherry Steiker
Laura and Andrew Stephens
Barry Stevelman and Korena Novy
Jim and Jill Stone
Michael Strait
Cathy Sunshine
Karen Susman
Benny and Carly Swan
Nancy Fridstein and Rick Tallian
David A Taryle
Andrea and David Tenenbaum
Lisa Thorner
Stephen Tick
Terri Tilliss and Stacy Pocrass
Marshall and Carol Tobin
Dee and Ben Trasen
Mitch, Lauren and Josie Tulper
Anna Twerskoi
Annette and Michael Weiner
Alan and Linda Weinstein
Melanie and John Wiseman
Anita and Barry Wohlgemuth
Jan and Cliff Yeckes
Gary Yourtz
The Zeiger Family
Mike and Edie Zelman
Rabbi David J. and Donna D. Zucker

THANK 
YOU 
TO 
OUR

AMAZING 
DONORS

Ellie and Michael Kaplan
Stephen E Katz and Judith Aronson
Bennett and Karen Kaufman
Vicki and Bill Kaufman
Susan and Stan Kerstein
Jack and Marilyn Kiner
Marjorie Kitzes
Rick and Judy Kleiner
Lorie and Will Klumb
Tracy and Scott Kozak
Juli and Ken Kramer
Sue and Scott Krieger
Ken and Barbara Laff
Jerry and Natalie Lassow
Steven Lassow
Marian Lauterbach
Jeff and Anna Lavenhar
Ethan and Aimee Lazarus
Jeremy and Debbie Lazarus
Sheila and Wayne Lepkin
Jon and Jerri Levison
Fred and Ann Leviton
Jim and Shirley Levitt
Todd Levy and Julie Elkins
Terry Lien
Richard Livingston

Joanne and Arnie Luterman
The Magno Family
The Mandelstam Family
Fred and Lois Margolin
Elliot and Samantha Marks
Jessica and Constance Marshall
Marty and Doug Meitus
Rosemary and Scott Melnick
Abby and Leon Merker
Estelle Meskin
Lauren Mielziner
Eileen Naiman
Kim Nevins
Rick Newberger
Stephanie and Michael Podolak
Gaar Potter
Rabbi Michael Shields 
Discretionary Fund
Margie Rashti
Marc and Susan Reissner
Sara and Eric Resnick
Rabbis Rick and Susan Rheins
Cass Robbins and Herb Josepher
Sara and Eric Resnick
Rabbis Rick and Susan Rheins
Cass Robbins and Herb Josepher
Jane Robbins
Jeff Robbins
Maureen and Donald Rome
Alec and Carrie Rosenfeld
Ali and Brian Saleh
Diane and Barry Samet
The Shaner Family
The Shaw Family
Sterling Sheldon
David Shepard and Renee Kaplan
David and Karin Shields
Jacquie and Rabbi Michael Shields
Dana and Zach Shulman
DeeDee and Mark Shulman
Tamara and Adam Siegel
Debra Simon
Allan Singer
Linda Leonard and Jonathan Singer
Eivind Skildheim
Alicia Smith
Rick Smith
Barry, Lindsay, Mila, and Isaac Snower
Alison Sorkin
Marc and Laurie Sorkin
John and Lori Spanbauer
Roseann and Neal Spevack
Mona and Mark Spitz

Adele and Erwin Gelfand
Jason, Niki and Jonas Gewirtz
Barbara Glassman
Meryl and Mark Glickman
Beth and Marty Gold
Paul and Terry Goldfarb
Joel and Elaine Goldstein
Sarah, Dmitriy, Jayden and Julia Goldstin
Reid and Linda Goodman
Matt and Marie Gordon
Jerry and Dorothy Gotlieb and Family
Irv and Rohan Granoff
Michael Grazi
Marcy Greene
Jean Guthery
Rebecca Hea-Wilson and Allan Wilson
David and Ann Hoffman
Ginny Hoffman and Brad Wall
Helene Hoffman
Devon and Danielle Isaacson
Marilyn Jordan
Karen and Brian Kaehler
Gale and Ron Kahn
Duke and Sandy Kaminsky



learn more and apply at:
sinaidenver.org/what-we-do/scholarships 

lisa thorner, executive director: lisa@sinaidenver.org

WHETHER IT'S FOR SUMMER CAMP, STUDIES, A LIFECYCLE EVENT OR TRAVEL, THERE ARE SO MANY WAYS
THAT YOU CAN BE AWARDED AN EXTRA BOOST OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO FULFILL YOUR PERSONAL OR

FAMILY'S GOALS. 

TEMPLE SINAI IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE FAMILIES AND RESOURCES WHO HAVE DESIGNATED MONETARY
FUNDS FOR THAT EXTRA "BOOST." THESE FUNDS WERE ESTABLISHED FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS BUT

THEY ALL HAVE THE SAME COMMON PURPOSE - TO HELP JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS KEEP THEIR JEWISH
SPIRIT ALIVE!

THESE SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES ARE TO BE USED; IT FILLS THE HEARTS AND SOULS FOR EVERYONE
WHEN SCHOLARSHIPS AND OPPORTUNITIES ARE AWARDED. EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST AND MAKE THE

MOST OF YOUR JEWISH JOURNEY!

THE JEFFREY O. ROSENBERG MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
The Jeffrey O. Rosenberg Memorial Scholarship for
Jewish Studies was created by his family to honor his
memory and to sustain his passion for Jewish
scholarship and culture. Each year this scholarship
will support:

1) Textbooks and course materials for Temple Sinai
members enrolled in higher education Jewish study
courses and rabbinic studies. Distributes up to $500
each year to one or multiple students. The applicant
should write a letter describing their Jewish studies
course(s) and the course materials they would like
covered.

2) B’nei Mitzvah tutoring for families: Provides a
student with $500 each for B’nei Mitzvah tutoring. 

BOOST YOUR CONNECTIONS THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS AND JEWISH OPPORTUNITIES!

ALLAN AND HELENA STRIKER SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Temple Sinai is honored to offer a new scholarship,
the Allan and Helena Striker Scholarship Fund. This is
a needs-based scholarship generously funded for the
purpose of supporting academically strong young
men completing their senior year of high school and
attending college the following year. The scholarship
amount is $2,500.
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Alexandra & Ryan Dandes, Julianna and Noah
Alexa & Josh David, Rowan and Caleb

Jessie & Eliav Levy, Jamie, Maya, and Elisheva
Lana & Gregory Mazin, Asher and Hudson

Alissa & Eivind Skildheim
Miriam & Dick Snyder

Lainey Tick & Sam Fallon, Frankie and Bodie
Michelle & Travis Underwood, Sage and Hayden

Carly & Michael Yang, Clayton, Vera, and Saul

welcome to temple sinai’s newest members

mailto:lisa@sinaidenver.org
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Lyor is the son of Jason Greenfield and Paulette Yousefzadeh
Greenfield, and the brother of Shai and Adira. His hobbies include
STEM activities, piano, swimming and martial arts. For his Mitzvah
Project, Lyor chose to dedicate his time and energy to meaningful
volunteer work with the Ellis David Greene Post #344 of the Jewish
War Veterans of the United States.

lyor greenfield - february 21, 2026

Elliott is the son of Eryn and Danny Rubin and the brother of Silas. He
attends West Middle School. His hobbies include music production
and listening to rap, hip-hop, and EDM. He also enjoys playing and
watching basketball, soccer, and football, in addition to video games
and playing with his dog, Luna. In the spirit of Elliott’s Torah portion,
which centers on the Ten Commandments, Elliott has been putting
the idea of being a good person into action. He’s looked for practical
ways to help others, shoveling snow, blowing and raking leaves,
clearing gutters, and walking dogs for neighbors. For Elliott, this
wasn’t about checking a box; it was about giving back to the
community we live in and truly being a good neighbor.

Elliott Rubin - february 7, 2026 
B’NEI MITZVAH

Alistair Marshall BAR MITZVAH, february 28, 2026

hannah hines - february 28, 2026
Hannah is the daughter of Beth and Chris Hines, and the sister of
Zach and Caleb. Her hobbies include horseback riding, traveling and
spending time with friends and family. She loves all animals. For her
Mitzvah Project, Hannah donates old and used horseback riding
equipment to young riders and barns in need. She also is a mentor
and camp counselor to young riders, and helps rescued horses who
need rehabilitation. 
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Zikhronam Livrakhah, may they be remembered for a blessing.

IN MEMORIUM
Loretta Cawelti, mother of Kalen (Peter Coster) Landow, Bill (Kate) Landow, 
Loren (Michelle) Landow, and Jennifer (Hank Audet) Cawelti, sister of 
Patricia (Don) Coleman and Karen (Dwight) Cook, grandmother of Jack (Isobel) Cawelti,
Grace Cawelti, Megan Lewis, Tyler Lewis, Taylor Landow, Morgan Landow, 
Isaac (Moose) Landow and Veronica Landow, great-grandmother of Sonny Cawelti, in-law
of Gene Landow and Betty Landow

Janet Frank, wife of Don Frank, mother of David and Daniel (Kathy), grandmother of Daigo,
Keito, Sarah and Joshua

LaVern Franzen, brother of Ellene (Richard) Austin

Wilma Friedman, aunt of Marilyn (Donald) Weinhouse

Donald Friend, father of Michelle (Travis) Underwood, grandfather of Sage and Hayden

Alan Geldzahler, father of Evan (Ann) Geldzahler, grandfather of Claire, David, and 
Alex Geldzahler

Eugene "Gene" Heller, brother of Stuart (Judy) Heller

Alan Kris, husband of the late Gloria Kris, father of Vicki (David) Goldman, 
Steve (Elizabeth) Kris, and Gary (Lydia) Kris, grandfather of Corey, Marissa, Kaley, Allison,
Owen and Milo

Michael Sabbeth, husband of Nancy Germer, father of Elise, Alexandra, & Erik Sabbeth

Art Wolfson, husband of the late Marilyn Kaitz Wolfson, father of two sons, uncle of 
Jerry Kaitz, Tammy Kaitz (Steve Crane), and Lori (Joe) Contreras
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Loretta Cawelti 
     Jean Guthery
     Melvyn & Roberta Klein 
Ilse Guthery, Ben Samit, Henry Van
De Polder
     Jean Guthery
Alan Kris 
     Jean Guthery
     Melvyn & Roberta Klein 
     Stephen & Sherri Weinstein
Carol Melnick 
     Richard & Elaine Ricklin
Dorothy Parris 
     Louis & Andrea Rosenthall
Helen Roth 
     Justin & Sharon Roth 

IN HONOR OF:
Mindy Cohen becoming a Bat
Mitzvah 
     Jean Guthery
Isabelle Emery and Timothy Emery 
     Emery Mendel Family Fund at 
     Rose Community Foundation 
Debbie Foster 
     Melvyn & Roberta Klein

DONOR:
Emery Mendel Family Fund at Rose
Community Foundation 

MARILYN TOBIN MEMORIAL
FLOWER FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Ben Lesser and Esther Lesser
     Mort Lesser
Eric Levine 
     Marshall & Carol Tobin 

IN HONOR OF:
Dorothy Gotlieb's full and speedy
recovery and Jerry & Natalie Lassow 
    Marshall & Carol Tobin

OSI & SELMA SLADEK CULTURAL
ARTS / MUSIC FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Janet Frank 
     Herb Josepher & Cass Robbins
Bert Grossman 
     Lee & Sharon Keene
Celeste Gorden, Jess Kortz, and
Herman I Laff
     Ken & Barbara Laff
Joseph Rosen and Blanch Schiff 
     Oscar & Selma Sladek
John and Mary Van Risseghem 
     Mary Bleecher

DONORS:
Erwin & Adele Gelfand 

ALAN FARBER MEMORIAL CAMP
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Carolyn Auerbach 
     John & Lori Spanbauer
Harriett Feld 
     Frank & Evelinda Urman
Linda Hafft, Claire Poll, and Hap Poll
     Marilyn Jordan
Yoni Schwartz and Loraine
Waldman 
     Leslie Schwartz

ARNOLD L. GREENBERG
MEMORIAL FUND FOR INTERFAITH
DIALOGUE
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Antonietta Menza 
     Kenneth Greenberg & Anna 
     Menza
Alan Kris 
     Tammy Holder

BROTHERHOOD FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Harriet Feld 
     Charlene Loup

BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Alan Kris, Isadore Sorkin, Ann Sorkin,
and Celia Sorkin
     Marc & Laurie Sorkin
Dave Shafer 
     Byron & Evelyn Shafer 

CANTORIAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Alan Kris 
     The Kris and Goldman Families
Ethel Segal 
     Edward & Debby Rosenfeld
Rosalie Trachtenberg 
     David Trachtenberg

DONORS:
Erwin & Adele Gelfand 

COHEN FAMILY B'NEI MITZVAH
CHUMASH FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Chong SikChoe 
     Jay & Sing He Cohen

DANIEL A. LIPSON MEMORIAL IST
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Altha Cohn, Jim Jordan, and June
Rose
     Marilyn Jordan
Harvey Stein 
     Richard & Elaine Ricklin
Brenda Sheldon 
     Daniel & Cathryn Sheldon

EBER CULTURAL ARTS FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Harriet Feld 
     Allan & Suzan Markman

HAAG FAMILY ASSISTANCE FUND
DONORS:
Anonymous

ILENE SHIROFF MEMORIAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Loretta Cawelti 
     Daniel Bennett
     David & Vicki Goldman
     Herb Josepher & Cass Robbins
     Gerald & Natalie Lassow 
     Andrew & Cynthia Pollet
     Ed & Debby Rosenfeld 
     Ron & Janet Shiroff
     Joe & Marlynn Silver
     Frank & Evelinda Urman
     Wendy Vean
     Stephen & Sherri Weinstein
Alan Kris 
     Wendy Vean

IN HONOR OF:
Grace Bach and Larry Mogolov
     Wendy Vean
Barbara Glassman's 90th Birthday 
     Stacy Pocrass & Terri Tilliss

JEFFREY O. ROSENBERG
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FOR
JEWISH STUDIES
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Jeff Rosenberg 
     Michael Shapiro & Julie 
     Rosenberg

JEWISH EDUCATION FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Alan Kris 
     Alan & Anita Eisenberg
Sara Jane Epstein 
     Rozanne Kobey
Loretta Cawelti 
     Jason Landow, Jeff & Meg 
     Landow, Gene & Betty Landow, 
     and Neil & Linda Landow 
     The Shaner Family

JULIUS & HELEN RING IST FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Howard Ballenzweig, Rachel
Ballenzweig, Jerome Gottlieb, Saul
Gottlieb, and Sylvia Gottlieb
     Melvyn & Roberta Klein 
Estelle Baron, Earl Libman, and
Bertie Libman 
     Marilyn Jordan

donations *Donations processed November 1 - December 31, 2025*
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Bernard Waller 
     Alicia Smith
Dr. Weller 
     Gregg & Karen Engel
Leslie Brown Zedd 
     Evan & Ann Geldzahler

IN HONOR OF:
Lindsey, Louis, David, and Reid
Baltimore 
     Ron & Andy Linkow
Drs. Boris and Elena Draznin's
Wedding Anniversary and Birthdays 
     Celeste Grynberg
     Michael & Fern Sabian
     Michael & Carol Sarche
Kennedy Gad's Baby Naming 
     Max & Lauren Gad
Jason Lavenhar’s Full Recovery
     Jeffrey Lavenhar
Jordy Linkow, Emily Dewey, Elie
Linkow-Dewey and Pearl Linkow-
Dewey 
     Ron & Andy Linkow
Eric & René Malden 
     Ancile E Malden
Brian Nieder and Temple Sinai Choir 
     Robert & Barbara Nieder
Rabbi Susan Miller Rheins 
     Richard & Susan Altman 
Rabbi Rick Rheins 
     The McVicker Family
Evan and Sonya Solomon becoming
B'nei Mitzvah 
     Gary Solomon

DONORS:
Paul & Barbara Fruitman
Erwin & Adele Gelfand
Helen Ginsburg 
Lisa Laff 
Richard & Joanne Sanders 
WILD Group

RABBI ZWERIN DISCRETIONARY
FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Loretta Cawelti, Lillian M. Ginsburg,
and Dr. Nathan Ginsburg
     Thomas & Marlene Ruha
Steve Shapiro, Charlotte Wolf, and
Homer Wolf 
     Marilyn Jordan
Arthur Wolfson 
     Steve & Julie Rotenberg
Allen Yarnell, Lillian Yarnell, and Max
Yarnell
     Philip & Barbara Yarnell

IN HONOR OF:
Rabbi Raymond & Rifka Zwerin 
     Steve Reinhardt & Diane Stahl

PRESCHOOL UNDERWRITING
FUND
DONORS:
Mark & Michele Hellerstein 
Lisa Shaoul 

RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Les Cohen 
     Dan, Shana, & Eli Cohen
Pearl Newirth 
     Gerald & Natalie Lassow
Peggy Pepper 
     Alan & Linda Weinstein
John & Charlotte Pratt and Max
Yarnell
     Philip & Barbara Yarnell
Art Wolfson 
     Estate of Art and Marilyn Wolfson

IN HONOR OF:
Mindy Cohen becoming a Bat
Mitzvah
     Judy Cohen
Rabbi Michael Shields 
     Arnold & Joanne Luterman 
     Jeff & Elena Tucker

RABBI RICHARD RHEINS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Marsha Alpert 
     Ted Alpert and Family
     Michael & Traci Sidon
Alan August, Ruth Cohen, and David
Luterman
     Arnold & Joanne Luterman
Joan Beck 
     Laurence & Joan Rubenstein
Norman Blum and Juliet Brown
     Alfred & Bonnie Blum
Buzzy Brandeis, Ada Wolf, and
Asheur Wolf
     Marilyn Jordan
June Braverman, Rosalie
Braverman, Jean Breggin, Dana
Coles, Rebecca Richman, and Elsie
Wingo
     Jody & Janie Braverman
Loretta Cawalti 
     Hal Spritzer
Herb and Myndel Cohen 
     Ralph & Susan Barocas
Ada Dodson, Esther Wurmbrand,
Marc Wurmbrand, and Sam
Wurmbrand 
     Rocco & Judi Dodson
Leon and Rose Dorfman 
     Jan & Linda Dorfman
Sherman Dreiseszun 
     Marshall & Helene Abrahams
Linda Dworkin 
     Jay Dworkin

Frederic Engel, Larry Laycob,
Nathan & Gertrude Rosenthal, and
Edward Rosenthal
     Carol Laycob
Douglas Erickson 
     Freda Fern Erickson
Harriet Feld 
     The Feld Family
     Rick & Judy Kleiner
Frances Garber 
     Mark & Diane Kennedy
Jerome & Shirley Ginsberg, Morris &
Dora Ginsberg, Aaron & Lillian
Gottlieb, Leonard & Elizabeth
Siekmeier, and Bernie & Sharon
Witkin
     William & Linda Ginsberg
Dr. Nathan Ginsburg 
     Thomas & Marlene Ruha
Phyllis Goodman 
     Lee & Melanie Siegel
Rose Grylack 
     Lawrence Grylack
Victor Katz 
     Stephen Katz & Judy Aronson
Lynn Karlson 
     Dave Karlson
Jess Kortz 
     Ken & Barbara Laff
Alan Kris 
     Jon & Sheryl Goodman
     The Kris and Goldman Families
     Sanford & Rosemary Hertz
     Philip & Francine Yeddis
Laurie Lavenhar 
     Jeffrey Lavenhar
Shayna Avery Lazarus 
     Jeremy & Debbie Lazarus
Richard Leventhal 
     Jared & Lynn Leventhal
Sol Lewensohn 
     Barbara Glassman
David Joseph Lustig and Esther
Lustig
     Stephan Lustig
Miriam Meiches 
     Libby Marcus
Marilyn Nadel, Jay Steiner, and
Nancy Steiner
     Peter & Sally Nadel
John & Charlotte Pratt, and Max
Yarnell
     Philip & Barbara Yarnell
Eugene Markell Rosenthall 
     Louis & Andrea Rosenthall
Patti Ross 
     Michael Ross
Eleanore Shapiro 
     Steven & Mona Shapiro
Miriam Rudin Sharon 
     Martin & Ellen Fliegelman
Stanley Jay Ullman 
     Steve & Donna Mark
Judge Marion Wakefield 
     Dana & Pamela Wakefield

donations *Donations processed November 1 - December 31, 2025*
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Bessie Kessler, Sam & Esther
Littman, Larry Littman, Philip Stahl,
and Sol Stahl 
     Sherwin & Alice Littman
Nettie Kitzes 
     Marjorie Kitzes
Todd Koppel 
     Lawrence & Barbara Polman
Alan Kris 
     Robert & Samantha Baumgarten 
     Mr. & Mrs. Bernie Eisenstat
     Ron & Mimi Goss
     Karen Kaplan
     Mark & Barbara Lettes
     Rocky & Suzi Miller
     Brent & Julie Morse
     Howard & Jill Snyder
     Lisa Thorner
Tess Majors 
     Stan & Nancy Braun
Betty Pitter 
     Charlene Spiegelman
Peter M. Propst 
     Arthur & Sandra Reidel
Marguerite Rashti 
     Robert & Margaret Rashti
Dorothy Shafer 
     Byron & Evelyn Shafer
Jacob Smith 
     Alicia Smith
Joe Susman 
     Michael & Geegee Brunschwig
Ralph and Adele Stein 
     Alan & Gretchen Stein
Irwin and Elizabeth Striker 
     Allan & Helena Striker
Boris Twerskoi 
     Anna Twerskoi
Dave Weisberg 
     Glory Weisberg
Marilyn Wolfson 
     Estate of Art and Marilyn Wolfson

IN HONOR OF:
Loren Finkelstein and Shelly Toltz 
     Jesse & Mary Finkelstein
Barbara Glassman's 90th Birthday 
     Mitchell & Judy Glassman
Rabbi Rick Rheins 
     Alicia, Jacob, & Debby Smith
 
DONORS:
Diane Gilboa 
Paige Hoebel 

WE CARE/SOCIAL ACTION FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Maurice Drechsler 
     Richard & Doreen Nadler
Alan Kris 
    Grace Bach

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Frances Deneroff and Louis
Deneroff
     Eleanor Deneroff
Loretta Cawelti 
     Jerry & Joan Kirshenbaum
Buzzy Borges, Bud Poll, and Marial
Poll 
     Marilyn Jordan

ROBIN'S WORLD PLAYGROUND
FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Sol Stahl 
     Sherwin & Alice Littman 

DONORS:
Rabbi Raymond & Rikki Zwerin

SISTERHOOD FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Phyllis Botoff and Morton
Schoenfeld
     Gary & Nancy Eisenberg 
Loretta Cawelti 
     Daniel & Sharon Sloane 
George Kitzes 
     Marjorie Kitzes
Ruth Greene 
     Marcy Greene
Bert Grossman 
     Lee & Sharon Keene

DONOR:
Lawrence Malin

TEMPLE SINAI GENERAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Loretta Cawelti 
     Marion Goldstein
     Jack & Lisa Rouff
     Gerald & Sheila Rudofsky
     Marcia Snyder
     Lisa Thorner
Harriet Feld 
     Barbara Ziskin Dey 
     Joyce Oberfeld
     Carolyn Steele
Herman Fishbein and Sarah
Fishbein 
     Goldie Fishbein
Irving Fried 
     Jeffery & Jennifer Tempas
Cindy Friedman and Doris Heller 
     Jonathan & Betty Heller
Gene Heller 
     Bennie & Joan Bub
Ben Hoffman 
     Herbert & Elaine Hoffman
Bernie Katz 
     Judy Vad and Lisa, Josh, & Zach 
     Thorner

donations *Donations processed November 1 - December 31, 2025*
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SINAI STAFF:
RICHARD RHEINS
Senior Rabbi
ext. 205
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org

MICHAEL SHIELDS
Associate Rabbi
ext. 204
rabbishields@sinaidenver.org

RAYMOND ZWERIN
Rabbi Emeritus
ext. 217 

RUTHIE LIPSHULCH
Cantorial Soloist
ext. 208
ruthie@sinaidenver.org

LISA THORNER
Executive Director
ext. 206
lisa@sinaidenver.org 

staff and board

President - STEPHANIE PODOLAK
Vice President - ROB EBER
Vice President - KATHY ZEIGER
Vice President - MARSHALL TOBIN
Treasurer - PHYLLIS BABICH
Secretary - ANA KOSER
Past President - DAVID EISNER

executive committee:

JEANETTE AMAYO
AL BLUM 
AMANDA BROOKS
REID GOODMAN
JEAN GUTHERY
REBECCA HEA-WILSON
JERRY LASSOW

ADAM MELNICK
RACHAEL NARCISI
TAMARA SIEGEL
JOHN SPANBAUER
JIM STONE
MELANIE WISEMAN
EMILY YATES

trustees:

LINDSEY BALTIMORE
Marketing Manager
ext. 210
lindsey@sinaidenver.org 

RACHEL CRAM
Preschool Assistant Director
303.759.0755 ext. 102
rachelc@sinaidenver.org

LOGAN WILLIAMS
Preschool Operations Manager
303.759.0755 ext. 100
logan@sinaidenver.org

SHEILA PURDIN
Director of Early Childhood Education
303.759.0755 ext. 101
sheila@sinaidenver.org 

WENDY APPLEBAUM
Administrative Assistant
ext. 209
wendyg@sinaidenver.org 
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KELSEY OLIVER
Office Manager
ext. 200
kelsey@sinaidenver.org

LAUREN MIELZINER
Director of Business Operations
ext. 211
lauren@sinaidenver.org 

JESSICA WOLF
Operations Manager
ext. 201
jessica@sinaidenver.org 

DEBBIE FOSTER
Director of Engagement &
Programming 
ext. 203
debbie@sinaidenver.org 

BRYNN TULLY
Youth Engagement Director/
Family Programming Assistant
brynn@sinaidenver.org

MONA SPITZ
Director of Development
ext. 207
mona@sinaidenver.org 
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KEEP UP WITH TEMPLE SINAI

facebook.com/TempleSinai
facebook.com/SinaiDenverRS
facebook.com/TempleSinaiPreSchoolDenver

303.759.1827

3509 S. GLENCOE ST., DENVER, CO 80237

sinaidenver.org

MAIL@sinaidenver.org

mailto:MAIL@sinaidenver.org



