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AGAINST ALL ODDS?
ISRAEL’S 78  BIRTHDAY IS A MIRACLE AND A
MITZVAH

TH

RABBI RICK RHEINS
desert, to plant the trees, and to build the towns,
villages, kibbutzim, and cities of modern Israel.

Against all odds? Perhaps. But miracles and mitzvot
turn dreams into realities. It goes without saying that
from her birth, modern Israel has faced unrelenting
threats and opposition from her neighbors and from the
descendants of the old tribes of antisemites and bigots
who plague every generation. Some who seek to
destroy Israel and attack the Jewish people are neo-
Nazis; some are afflicted with the self-righteous
arrogance of radical chic; some are sadly ignorant and
easy marks for conspiracy creeps on the dark web; some
are lost simpletons manipulated by rogue professors,
professional campus agitators, and hired thugs. Those
who are filled with hatred for Jews and Israel are
probably a lost cause. But our mitzvah, our sacred duty
to protect one another, requires us to be better
informed. Unless we can better articulate the blessings
of Judaism and Israel, we will find an erosion of our faith
and family.

To help us, Temple Sinai is proud to host an evening
with Eylon Levy. From October 7, 2023 and throughout
most of the war against Hamas and Hezbollah, the
Israeli spokesperson who was the most eloquent and
effective was Eylon Levy. He attended University of
Oxford, where he received his Bachelor’s degree in
Philosophy, Politics, and Economics in 2013. He received
his Master’s degree in International Relations from the
University of Cambridge. Suffice it to say that, Eylon is
whip smart, funny, engaging, and by far the best
advocate for Israel in the English-speaking world. He
continues his public advocacy work, with a podcast
partly sponsored by the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs and
Combating Antisemitism. I encourage you to check out
some of Eylon’s videos on YouTube.

Eylon Levy will speak at Temple Sinai on Thursday, May
28, to inform and inspire us. To help cover the cost of the
program, there is a modest fee ($15 for Sinai members
and $25 for non-members. Students with school
identification are admitted free.). Registration is
required to ensure a safe and secure experience.

Modern Israel and the welfare of the Jewish people are
both miracles and mitzvot. We should never take for
granted that we live in an era with a strong and
independent Jewish nation. Let us celebrate her
birthday by strengthening our bonds to our ancestral
homeland and to each other.

As you know, this is the year we celebrate the 250th
anniversary of the United States and our Declaration of
Independence from Great Britain in 1776. And this also is
the year we proudly note the 150th anniversary of
Colorado’s declaration of statehood in 1876. With so
much attention rightly given to the significant
milestones of our nation and state, I want to add a plea
that we not overlook the birthday of Israel. Yom
HaAtzma’ut, Israel’s declaration of independence from
Great Britain, is observed on May 14, 1948, which
corresponds to the Hebrew date of 5 Iyar. (Note that the
5th of Iyar falls this year falls on April 21-22).

From its birth, the modern state of Israel has faced
hostile neighbors and existential challenges. And yet, it
has not merely survived these past 78 years; it has
thrived and grown into one of this world’s great
democracies. The Jewish State of Israel gave refuge to
Jews from European, African, and Arab countries that
had persecuted and oppressed Jews for centuries. Israel
welcomed our Jewish brothers and sisters when they
had absolutely nothing and helped to transform us so
that once again we could fulfill God’s promise to break
the yoke of oppression and to guide us to walk upright
and proud in our land (Leviticus 26:13).

Yes, one can confidently describe the creation of
modern Israel as a miracle. For over 1,900 years, the
majority of Jews were forced to live in exile. While a
small remnant continued to live under the harshest of
conditions in our ancestral homeland, Jews in the
Diaspora kept our connections to Israel through prayers;
the expression “Next Year in Jerusalem” was an ever-
present part of our gatherings. For centuries, Jews faced
murderous pogroms, oppression, humiliation, and
slaughter in Europe and the Middle East. Well before
the Holocaust, Jews around the world began to realize
the necessity of a return to Zion in order to reestablish
an independent Israel for our safety and well-being.
Wise men and world leaders scoffed at the idea of
Zionism. Many Jews also initially resisted the idea,
fearing that we would be accused of “dual-loyalties” and
jeopardize the delicate veneer of “assimilated
acceptance” that provided some security.

Throughout our long history we have learned that while
God’s miracles provide opportunities, it is up to us
perform the mitzvah. It took brave and principled men
and women to organize a return to Zion. It took
generous, hardworking, and idealistic people to
purchase the land, to drain the swamps, to irrigate the B’vrakhah, With Blessings,

Rick

Rabbi Rick Rheins



Becoming Who We Are Meant to Be: B’nei Mitzvah 
at Temple Sinai

RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS
From the very bottom of my heart, I want to begin with
gratitude. Thank you for making Temple Sinai your
family’s spiritual home. It is a sacred privilege to walk
alongside your children and your families at such a
meaningful moment in your lives.

At Temple Sinai, each student is honored and treasured
for who they are. No two learners are the same, and we
take that seriously. We recognize that each student
learns differently, grows differently, and connects
differently. Our role is not to force a single mold, but to
meet each child where they are and help them discover
how Judaism can speak to them in a way that is
authentic, substantial, and personal.

This year, I have the added blessing of experiencing this
journey not only as a rabbi, but as a parent of a Bar
Mitzvah. Sitting on the other side, watching my own
child prepare, struggle, grow, and step into this moment,
has deepened my appreciation for just how powerful
and emotional this process is. I feel the same pride, the
same nerves, the same hope that you do. It has
reminded me in a very personal way that this is not just
about mastering prayers or delivering a speech. It is
about witnessing our children become who they are
meant to be, and about families marking that
transformation together in a sacred and lasting way.

Because of that, our approach to B’nei Mitzvah is not
about checking boxes or cramming information. It is
about cultivating a relationship with Jewish tradition,
with community, and with one’s own emerging identity.
Becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah is not a finish line. It is a
beginning. It marks the start of a lifelong Jewish journey
filled with curiosity, meaning, and growth.

There is a beautiful teaching in Pirkei Avot, where Rabbi
Shimon HaTzadik teaches: “The world stands on three
things: Torah, prayer, and acts of human kindness.”
These three pillars, Torah, Avodah (prayer), and Gemilut
Chasadim (acts of kindness), form the heart of any B’nei
Mitzvah experience.

Each student engages deeply with Torah, not only
learning to chant from it, but to wrestle with it, question
it, and ultimately teach it. They explore prayer,
discovering both the structure and the spirit of Jewish
worship, and gain the skills and confidence to lead our
community. And they embrace Tikkun Olam, acts of
repair and responsibility, learning that Judaism calls us
not only to study and pray, but to act with compassion in
the world.

Rabbi Shields
Rabbi Michael Shields

Through this process, our hope is simple but profound:
that each student fills their mind with knowledge,
their soul with spirituality, and their heart with love.

Just as each child is unique, so too is each B’nei
Mitzvah service. We work closely with every family to
create an experience that reflects who they are. We
listen carefully, we adapt thoughtfully, and we strive to
ensure that every family member feels respected,
included, and able to celebrate fully. Our goal is for
each student to shine in their own way, not by fitting
into a template, but by bringing their authentic self to
the bimah.

Along the way, something else beautiful happens.
Relationships deepen. Bonds are formed between
rabbis, students, and families. Conversations emerge
between a young person’s passions and the enduring
wisdom of our tradition. These are not incidental
moments, they are the heart of the journey.

Truly, one of the greatest joys of being a rabbi is
guiding students as they step into this next chapter of
Jewish life. B’nei Mitzvah is not just a milestone to be
celebrated, it is a doorway into a richer, more
connected Jewish future. And we are deeply grateful
to walk through that doorway together, with you, and
with your children.

Rabbi Michael and Jacquie Shields

invite you to Shabbat Morning Service

as their son:

Ethan Abraham Shields 
is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Saturday, May 23, 2026

10:30 AM (nosh to follow)

PLEASE RSVP HERE IF YOU WILL BE

JOINING US FOR THE NOSH

https://evite.me/MkCdtv83cE
https://evite.me/MkCdtv83cE
https://evite.me/MkCdtv83cE
https://evite.me/MkCdtv83cE
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Temple Sinai’s 2026 Annual Event 
Sunday, June 7 at 5:30 PM 

Hidden Lights of Sinai: Temple Sinai’s Unsung Heroes 
Sponsorship Information 

Name:

Address: 

City: 

Phone/Cell: 

Email: 

Please charge my credit card in the amount of $_______________ 

State: 

Card Number: 

Cardholder Signature: 

MasterCard 

Exp. Date: 

 

Zip: 

Visa

CCV No: 

$500 
Guiding Light Sponsor 

 
* Name listed in Tribute 

Journal, on website
and in Temple Sinai's
Kesher

* Signage at the event 

* Quarter-page ad in 
the Tribute Journal 

* Two (2) tickets to 

event 

$1,000 
Spark Sponsor

* Name listed in Tribute 
Journal, on website 
and in Temple Sinai's 
Kesher

* Signage at the event 

* Half-page ad in the 
Tribute Journal 

* Four (4) tickets to 
event 

$2,000 
Shining Star Sponsor

* Signage at the event 

* Full-page ad in the 
Tribute Journal 

* Six (6) tickets to event 

* Recognition in all 
event promotional 
materials 

$5,000 
Eternal Light Sponsor

 
* Name listed in Tribute Journal, 

on website and in Temple
Sinai's Kesher

* Signage at the event 

* Full-page ad in the Tribute 
Journal with priority 
placement 

* Eight (8) tickets to event with 
front table for all eight 

* Recognition in all event 
promotional materials 

 

I am proud to be a sponsor at the following level: 
____Guiding Light ($500)
____Shining Star ($2,000) 

____Spark ($1,000) 
____Eternal Light ($5,000) 

(Please contact Mona Spitz at 303-759-1827 or mona@sinaidenver.org with any questions) 

If you prefer to send a check, please mail to:
Temple Sinai
3509 S. Glencoe St.
Denver, CO 80237 

* Name listed in Tribute 
Journal, on website 
and in Temple Sinai's 
Kesher

mailto:mona@sinaidenver.org


2026 ANNUAL EVENT: TRIBUTE JOURNAL 
Honor Your Unsung Heroes: Hidden Lights of Sinai

Sunday, June 7 at Temple Sinai

Now is your opportunity to send a special thanks to your Unsung
Heroes or make a tribute to our Temple! 

 Business Advertising 

 Tribute Journal Ideas
 Share a special memory from Temple Sinai’s history 

Acknowledge or thank someone special in your life – Your Unsung Hero Include a picture or
greeting to your children or grandchildren 
Honor a family event or memory that took place at Temple Sinai (i.e., birth of a child/grandchild,
B’nei Mitzvah, wedding, etc.) 
Congratulate friends or family for any special occasion 

Showcase your business or the company you work for by placing an advertisement 

Temple Sinai’s Annual Event will take place on Sunday, June 7, at 5:30 PM at Temple Sinai.
Join us as we come together to raise vital funds for Temple Sinai programming and

activities. We look forward to celebrating with you! 

At this year’s Annual Event, every member of Temple Sinai will have the opportunity to
participate in a new tradition by nominating their own Hidden Lights. Congregants may
honor a family member, friend or fellow member of the congregation who has made a
difference in their lives or in our community. Those submitting acknowledgements will

have the opportunity to place a special recognition in our Tribute Journal, sharing a
personal message of gratitude and recognition. This meaningful tribute allows everyone

in our community to help shine a light on people who deserve to be celebrated.
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TRIBUTE JOURNAL
Size Options 

Size of Advertisement 
Back cover (8” x 10 ½”)

Pricing 
$2,500 

Check Date: 

Name: 

Company: 

Address: 

City: 

Phone / Cell: 

Credit Card Number: 

Card Holder Signature: □ Visa □ Mastercard 

Check Number: 

Inside cover (8” x 10 ½”)

Full-page ad (8” x 10 ½”)

One-half page ad (8” x 5¼”)

One-quarter page ad (4” x 5¼”)

One business card sized ad (3 ¾” x 3¼”) 

One personal two-line greeting $50 

Use same advertisement as last year 

State: 

$1,800 

$500 

$250 

$175 

$100 

$50 

(varied based on ad) 

Member: 

Check Amount: 

 Yes 

Expiration Date: 

 No 

Zip: 

CCV: 

Please send your text, photos or artwork (if applicable) by May 26, 2026. 

We are happy to format your text and send you a proof! (Please submit artwork in a PDF format to kelsey@sinaidenver.org). 

Please remit form to:
2026 Tribute Journal
Jessica Wolf
Temple Sinai
3509 South Glencoe Street
Denver, CO 80237 

Deadline: May 26, 2026

Contact Us:
Jessica Wolf, Operations Manager, Temple Sinai
(303) 759-1827
jessica@sinaidenver.org

◻ ◻
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We are excited to share a vibrant lineup of musical experiences this
May and throughout the summer!

On May 17, the Sinai Songbirds will be singing at Shalom Park,
bringing music, joy, and community spirit to a beautiful shared space. 

As we look ahead, we warmly invite all musicians and instrumentalists
in our community to become part of our Summer Musical Shabbats.
Whether you are someone who loves to sing, play, or just listen, there
is a place for you.

Do you play an instrument?
Do you love to sing?
Are you interested in learning more about the prayers and
melodies that bring our services to life at Temple Sinai?

This is a wonderful opportunity to deepen your connection to our
musical traditions, collaborate with others, and help create
meaningful, uplifting Shabbat experiences for our community.

Please mark your calendars for our upcoming Summer Musical
Services:

June 5: Indoor Musical Shabbat
June 26: Outdoor Musical Shabbat
July 24: Outdoor Musical Shabbat

We look forward to sharing these special moments of music, prayer,
and togetherness with you. Join us in making this a summer filled
with harmony, spirit, and community.

Yours in Song,
Ruthie

Ruthie Lipshulch

Ruthie lipshulch
CANTORIAL SOLOIST

MAY AT TEMPLE SINAI: MUSIC, COMMUNITY, AND
MEANINGFUL CONNECTION

11



Debbie

How to Participate
1.REGISTER HERE! Space is limited for many projects 
2.CONSIDER MAKING A DONATION to help cover project costs
3.BRING SUPPLIES for one of our SUPPLY DRIVES 

On-Site Projects at Temple Sinai
Round Robin for Families: Rotate through hands-on service projects to help five different organizations
Metro Caring PB&J Lunch Bags: Make sandwiches and assemble lunches
Big Heart Art: Paint panels for a women’s shelter 
Second Chance Bike Shop: Repair and clean donated bikes 
Big Blue Block Clean Up: Clean Temple Sinai’s blocks 
Organize Children’s Library: Sort and organize books 
Beautify Temple Grounds: Planting, weeding, outdoor cleanup 
Knitting & Crocheting for JOY: Make scarves and hats 
Repair Prayer Books: Help restore Temple prayerbooks 
Supply Drive Sorting: Organize donated items 
Blood Drive (Vitalant): Donate during your scheduled time (click HERE to give blood; use code 0467)

Off-Site Projects:
Ronald McDonald House Denver Brunch Team: Prepare and serve brunch 
Rocky Mountain Feline Rescue: Socialize cats and tidy spaces 
Shalom Park Songbirds: Sing-along and meet ‘n greet with residents
Mt. Nebo Clean Up & Rock Painting: Outdoor cleanup and optional art 
Clothes to Kids of Denver: Sort and organize clothing donations 
Habitat for Humanity Build Site: Assist with construction projects (all-day project/waiver required)
Kavod Fix-It Day: Help with small projects for seniors (begins at 2:00 PM)

DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT AND PROGRAMMING
Debbie FOster
MITZVAH DAY ... TURNING JEWISH VALUES INTO ACTION
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Each May, we celebrate Jewish American Heritage Month, a time to
honor the history, resilience, and contributions of Jewish Americans

and to take pride in the vibrant community we continue to build.

The Jewish experience in America is a story of perseverance and hope.
From those who came seeking religious freedom to families rebuilding
after hardship, Jewish Americans have helped shape this country while
holding fast to enduring values. Guided by principles like tikkun olam

(repairing the world), tzedakah (charitable giving), and kehilla (community),
our contributions have touched every part of American life.

This month also invites us to celebrate the diversity within Jewish life
and to reflect on our own stories and connections. Here at Temple Sinai,
we are proud to be part of this ongoing journey; honoring the past while

nurturing a strong and meaningful Jewish future.

READ                   WATCH                           LISTEN                   COOK
CLICK ON PICTURES OR THE LINK ABOVE TO EXPLORE JAHM

MAYMAY    MAY  IS
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https://jewishamericanheritage.org/read-watch-listen/
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As we enter the spring season, our community is celebrating many joyful milestones including Confirmation,
graduations and mitzvahs. If your family is preparing to mark one of these special occasions, I invite you to consider
honoring your loved ones through a meaningful contribution to Temple Sinai.

There are several ways you can make a lasting impact:

Give to Temple Sinai Funds
Our designated funds support a wide range of programs that strengthen our congregation-from our Rabbis’
Discretionary Funds, to supporting our Preschool and Religious School, scholarships for Jewish overnight camps and
travel to Israel, and cultural arts programming. Your gift helps us continue to build and sustain our vibrant
community. To do so, click here.  

Jewish Days of Giving (May 18–20)
Temple Sinai will once again participate in Jewish Days of Giving, a partnership between JEWISHcolorado and the
Colorado Gives Foundation. During this time, your donation to Temple Sinai through the Colorado Gives platform can
help us qualify for up to $1,000 in matching funds. Watch for email reminders on how to participate.

Temple Sinai’s Annual Event (June 7)
Join us at Temple Sinai for our annual fundraiser event as we celebrate our Unsung Heroes, the dedicated volunteers
who make our community so special and welcoming. Proceeds from ticket sales, sponsorships, auctions, and Tribute
Journal messages will directly support Temple programming. Sign up here. 

Join the Sinai Circle
The Sinai Circle recognizes those who have made a planned gift to Temple Sinai by including the Temple in their will
or other estate plans. Your commitment helps ensure that our community will continue to thrive for generations to
come. Members are invited to special gatherings throughout the year, including events such as our recent Dinner
and Havdalah evening. 

Participate in Mitzvah Day (May 17)
Put your values into action by joining us for Mitzvah Day. With projects for individuals and families, both at the
Temple and around the Denver area, it’s a meaningful way to give back and meet fellow congregants. Register here.

If you have any questions or would like to learn more, please feel free to contact me at 
303-759-1827 or mona@sinaidenver.org.

Together, we can secure Temple’s Sinai’s present and future.

Warmly,

Mona Spitz
director of development

Mona Spitz
Mona Spitz

Supporting Temple Sinai Through Philanthropy
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Temple Sinai Preschool’s annual fundraiser, Club Sinai,
was a vibrant and joyful evening that brought our
community together in support of our youngest
learners. This year’s event embraced a playful “Jewish
Palm Springs chic” theme, transforming Clubhouse
Work and Golf into a warm, desert-inspired oasis. We
are deeply grateful to Josh and Devan Kaplan for their
generous donation of the space, which set the perfect
tone for a night of connection and celebration.

The event was expertly chaired by Michelle Howard,
whose vision and leadership brought Club Sinai to life.
She was supported by an incredible team, including
PTO co-chairs Alexa David, Lacey Pomerantz, and
Abby Rosenblum, along with dedicated committee
members Rachel Baum, Kirsten Chod, Brittany Shear,
Rebecca Dubroff, Carly Swan, Jessica Foster, and Tova
Goldstein. Their collective effort, along with the
contributions of countless others, created an evening
that was both meaningful and memorable.

Thanks to the generosity of our community, the event
and its accompanying silent auction successfully
raised funds to enhance gross motor experiences and
materials for our Preschool classrooms. Gross motor
development is a cornerstone of early childhood
learning. Through activities like climbing, balancing,
running, and jumping, children build strength,
coordination, and body awareness. Just as importantly,
these experiences support cognitive development,
risk-taking, problem-solving, and social-emotional  
growth. When children engage their bodies, they are
also engaging their minds, laying the foundation for
confidence, resilience, and lifelong learning.

Club Sinai was not only a celebration of community,
but an investment in the healthy development of
every child in our care. We are so grateful to everyone
who helped make this special night such a success.

SHEILA PURDIN
Director of EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Sheila
Sheila Purdin

club sinai 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:UPCOMING EVENTS:  Upcoming Events: 

 Teens - 
Want to stay in the

loop? Join our group 
chat for updates, reminders,

and all things TSYG!
 Chat is for 9th-12th graders

Storied Lives Closing
Ceremony:

Thursday, May 14, 
6:00 PM

RSVP

Follow us on Instagram!
All programs will be

posted to stay up to date
@templesinaiyouthgroup

TSYG Movie Night: 
Saturday May 30, 

6:00 PM
Come check out the 
newly updated Youth

Lounge for a fun movie
night to wrap up the

school year! 
For grades 8-12.

RSVP

Brynn Tully 
Youth Engagement Director/
Family Programming Assistant

Hello Temple Sinai! 

We have had an incredible school year full of fantastic youth programs, and I am so grateful to be part
of the Sinai community! Our youth groups participated in art classes, science demonstrations, cooking
competitions, reptile shows, escape rooms, and so much more. Next school year will be full of amazing
programs for our three youth groups, from kindergarten up through 12th grade.

Our new and improved Youth Lounge is opening this month, so be sure to come check out the space!
And be on the lookout for some awesome programs for the next school year, as well as a summer TSYG
meet-up!

Thank you all for a phenomenal year, and I am looking forward to all the fun programs next year!

18
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weekly

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
All services are open for in-person attendance and will be streamed live at

sinaidenver.org/livestream or on our Facebook page at Facebook.com/SinaiDenver

erev shabbat service
Join us to welcome Shabbat every Friday
evening. Temple Sinai’s service is a rich mixture
of Jewish tradition and modern egalitarian
spirit which makes for an inviting and inclusive
experience for those of every age and
background. Our service is filled with wonderful
music that includes both traditional and
modern melodies. Thoughtful messages from
the rabbis enhance our services. We conclude
every Erev Shabbat service with an oneg
dessert and social time to renew friendships
and meet new friends.

FRIDAYS, 6:00 PM
Every Shabbat morning we have a lovely
service that encourages participation and
ruach, a joyous spirit. In addition to the rabbis,
congregants are invited to help lead the
service. Opportunities are available for
members to read Torah, provide a short drash
(message about the Torah portion) and help
lead the prayers. If you are interested in leading
a part of the service, contact Rabbi Rick Rheins
or Rabbi Michael Shields. This service is a
fabulous way to celebrate Shabbat and to meet
wonderful new friends.

SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN
SATURDAYS, 9:00 AM

THURSDAY, MAY 14
For our Healing Service, we gather virtually for prayers, meditations, music,
and the warm embrace of friends to renew our sense of hope, strength, and
healing.  The Healing Service is for those who are struggling with their health,
for those struggling with sadness and grief, for caregivers who seek
inspiration as they pray for the welfare of loved ones. 

If you are unable to attend the Zoom Healing Service, just send us the
name(s) of the loved ones you would like mentioned during our prayers.
Please be sure to let them know that they are in all our thoughts and prayers.
All are welcome. 

HEALING service/VIRTUAL AT 11:00 AM

MONTHLY

Temple Sinai’s Grief Support Group
SUNDAY, MAY 17 AT 11:00 AM

Temple Sinai’s Grief Support Group meets at 11:00 AM with Dr. Ana Dodson. The process of grief differs from person to
person. We are proud to offer an opportunity for our members to share and learn. Together we will find strength and
support. These sessions are free for Temple Sinai members. New members who are interested in learning more and/or
joining should contact Dr. Ana Dodson. 

Memorial DAY Weekend Erev Shabbat Service: HONORING THE MEMORIES OF THOSE WHO
FOUGHT AND DIED TO DEFEND AND
PROTECT OUR NATION

On the Friday of Memorial Day weekend, we will honor the men and women who gave their lives in defense of our
nation. The liberties, freedoms, and opportunities that we enjoy in the United States were secured through the
sacrifice of brave men and women who served in the Armed Forces in defense of our country. Too many of those
heroes paid the ultimate price. Their lives should never be taken for granted. Let this Memorial Day weekend be a
time of reflection, gratitude, and remembrance of those who gave their lives for our freedoms. Representatives of our
Jewish War Veterans post will make a special presentation. This year’s service is made even more special because it
will be observed on the Second Day of Shavuot.

FRIDAY, MAY 22 AT 6:00 PM

19
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ADULT EDUCATION 
LUNCH AND LEARN

COME LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE
AND MEET FRIENDS 

THURSDAYS
MAY 7, 14, 21, 28

 AT  NOON

ARGUMENTS FOR THE SAKE OF HEAVEN
BY THE LATE RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS

 WITH RABBI RHEINS
TUESDAYS AT NOON / VIRTUAL

MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 (ON ZOOM)
Review ethical and moral issues in selected Jewish
texts with Rabbi Rheins or Rabbi Shields. Discuss the
important issues of the day. Bring your lunch! We will
serve the text and topics!

NEWCOMERS QUICKLY AND EASILY
FIT RIGHT IN! 

It’s a great way to learn and  
meet new friends!

Our new weekly text study will focus on the important
book ARGUMENTS for the SAKE of HEAVEN by Rabbi
Lord Jonathan Sacks zl. His books are always thought
provoking, and this one is especially timely as it explores
the growing rift between Orthodoxy and Reform,
particularly in America. It also reviews the parallel conflict
between ultra-religious and secular groups in Israel.

For each class, we will read a section of the book and take
time to discuss and share our thoughts. Over the years,
these text classes have given us opportunities both to
learn and to create wonderful friendships. A PDF of each
week’s text will be sent out with the Zoom link.

JEWISH WAR VETERANS

Join the Jewish War Veterans for their last
meeting before summer break on Sunday,
May 17, at Temple Sinai. A complimentary
breakfast begins at 9:00 AM, followed by
the meeting. 

Our speaker is Shana Goldberg. Shana is the
Assistant Publisher of the Intermountain
Jewish News. She was an honors graduate
at Brandeis University and the London
School of Economics. She edited an
international relations website for the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology and also
worked at an Israel advocacy foundation in
Zurich. Shana will be speaking to us about
her trip to Germany with the Colorado and
Oklahoma National Guards to mark the
70th anniversary of the Liberation of
Dachau and more!

LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING 
6:30-8:00 PM

WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 AND MAY 27

Only a few classes remain. Sign up here!

MAY 13: 
RABBI SUSAN MILLER RHEINS: TRAVELS IN CUBA
Embark on a journey across Cuba with Rabbi Susan
Miller Rheins, who has been to Cuba seven times in
the last six years. In addition to meeting the people
and exploring the sites, learn how Cuba is changing
and how these changes affect the Jewish
communities.  Please note: This program is in-person
only. 

May 27: 
PAUL TOSH: THE JEWISH SCOTSMAN
Paul Tosh, known as “The Jewish Scotsman” is a
dramatic performative artist, who is bringing his
popular east coast show from the east to the west.
He’ll perform well-known popular songs along with
his own interpretative pieces at the piano. Join us for
a night to have fun, sing along, and relish your
favorite songs.
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Originally, the three Festivals were called
Sh’losh Regalim, the “Three Pilgrimages.”
On them, our ancestors traveled from
afar to gather in Jerusalem for sacred
services. In Jerusalem, they would bring
their offerings, renew their communal
bonds, listen to the Psalms of Hallel, and
honor the memories of their loved ones.
Throughout our 3,500 Jewish history, 
Jews have continued to lovingly observe
these sacred Biblical Festivals. 

Erev Shavuot: Tikkun Leil Study Program & Festival Service: Thursday, May 21

7:00 PM: Tikkun Leil Study Program (with dairy desserts) led by Rabbi Rheins and 
Rabbi Shields
8:30 PM: Festival Evening Service 

Morning Shavuot Yizkor Service with Adult Choir: Friday, May 22 at 10:00 AM
At the Yizkor Service, we will read the names of our loved ones who died over the past 12
months and honor the memory of those who died in years past.

Shavuot Festival Brunch: Friday, May 22 at 12:00 PM
Following the Shavuot Yizkor Service, we will have a free brunch for all who register. Sign
up HERE.

Erev Second Day of Shavuot-Shabbat Service: Friday, May 22 at 6:00 PM
This service will include special prayers in honor of Memorial Day and a presentation by the
Jewish War Veterans.

Second Day of Shavuot-Shabbat Morning Service: Saturday, May 23 at 10:30 AM
This Shavuot-Shabbat service will be a special celebration as Ethan Shields, the son of
Rabbi Michael and Jacquie Shields, becomes a Bar Mitzvah!

At Temple Sinai, our Shavuot
observances help us rekindle faith and
perpetuate the loving memory of our
loved ones. Come to the Shavuot service
and discover the gifts and inspiration of
Judaism. Study and prayer, socializing
and song, remembrance and renewal
express the true essence of Shavuot.

ShavuotShavuot
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Adding to the agony and frustration of
dealing with illness or struggling with a
difficult time is the nagging thought that
you are forgotten and that no one cares.
Temple Sinai most certainly cares about
every one of our members. Rabbi Rick
Rheins and  Rabbi Michael Shields will be
quick to respond when any of our
members and loved ones are struggling. In
addition, Temple Sinai has a wonderful
group of volunteers on our  Caring
Community who help to provide
assistance. Please call or write to our rabbis
and let them know that you’d like their
help and attention.

Confidential messages can be made
directly to:
Rabbi Rick Rheins and  
Rabbi Michael Shields

The Rocky Mountain Rabbis & Cantors (RMRC) offers a nationally renowned 28-week
Introduction to Judaism (ITJ) course. This program is taught by rabbis and cantors
from the Reform, Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Modern Orthodox
movements. ITJ is a cornerstone of the Denver Jewish community’s conversion
program. It is one of the few in the country in which rabbis from all the respective
movements participate. There is a modest fee for the course, but some scholarships
are available. If you are interested in the Introduction to Judaism course, please call
either Rabbi Rick Rheins or Rabbi Michael Shields at 303-759-1827.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING JEWISH OR LEARNING MOREINTERESTED IN BECOMING JEWISH OR LEARNING MORE  
ABOUT JUDAISM? ABOUT JUDAISM? SIGN UP FOR THE NEXTSIGN UP FOR THE NEXT    INTRODUCTIONINTRODUCTION    
TO JUDAISM COURSE!TO JUDAISM COURSE!

INTERESTED IN BECOMING JEWISH OR LEARNING MORE 
ABOUT JUDAISM? SIGN UP FOR THE NEXT  INTRODUCTION  
TO JUDAISM COURSE!

Know that it is never too late to have our
children experience the life-affirming joy
and pride of accomplishment by leading a
service as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah. If you have a
child who will turn 13 (or older) in 2027 or
2028 and you do not yet have a reserved
date for a service, please call Rabbi Rick
Rheins or Rabbi Michael Shields and we’ll
answer all your questions and help you find
a date that works for your family. Date
selection request forms are available in the
Temple Sinai office and can be mailed
directly to you. Know that our clergy work
personally with each student and their
family to help create a memorable
celebration that will bring a 
lifetime of blessings.
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...NOTES FROM OUR CLERGY

SICK? STRUGGLING?SICK? STRUGGLING?  
WANT A CALL OR A MEETING?WANT A CALL OR A MEETING?

INFORM THE RABBIS!INFORM THE RABBIS!

SICK? STRUGGLING? 
WANT A CALL OR A MEETING?

INFORM THE RABBIS!
B’NEI MITZVAH DATES AREB’NEI MITZVAH DATES ARE
AVAILABLE IN 2027 & 2028AVAILABLE IN 2027 & 2028
B’NEI MITZVAH DATES ARE
AVAILABLE IN 2027 & 2028

mailto:rabrheins@sinaidenver.org
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Temple Sinai
Wednesday, May 27

6:30 pm 
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Friday, May 29

Looking to get involved? 
Find more ways here! 

Looking to get involved? 
Find more ways here! 

Jewish Summer Camp
If you’re interested in helping Rabbi Shields encourage camp
attendance, we invite you to be part of an energetic and heart-
centered group dedicated to helping more of our children
experience the magic of Jewish summer camp. Rooted in our
values of Kehillah (community) and Torah (learning), this group
will work to build awareness, share the transformative impact of
camp, and create joyful, creative opportunities to raise funds for
our Camp Scholarship Fund. From fun, community-driven events
to meaningful storytelling about camp experiences, this effort will
help ensure that every Temple Sinai child who wants to go to
Jewish camp has the opportunity to do so. Because camp is more
than a summer, it’s where friendships are formed, Jewish identity
comes alive, and lifelong connections begin. 
Email Rabbi Shields here.
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We are Seeking New Members
The Temple Sinai Action Against Antisemitism Committee is among the most active at Temple Sinai.
We are reorganizing and are welcoming new members. Will you step up and help us provide
programming and information to the Temple Sinai community and help fight antisemitism? Please
contact our chairman, Thomas Phillips, at tphillips@pobox.com if you are interested.

A Question For You
With EVERYONE doing their part to combat antisemitism, we can make a difference. No matter how
large or small your efforts, please let us know what you are doing to combat antisemitism, and if our
Committee can help. This information will help us learn about, coordinate, and support your efforts.
Please respond to the survey here:

AAA Survey on Congregants’ Involvement.

Future Event Plans
The Action Against Antisemitism Committee is planning a session to be led by a representative of the
Jewish Community Relations Counsel (JCRC). The Committee is working with JCRC on a system that
would get JCRC and ADL emailed calls for action to our congregants sooner. We also hope to have a
system in place that would allow congregants to send an email to their actual congressional (and
perhaps state) representatives with a single click. The training will be specific to Temple Sinai and will
deal with how to effectively respond to the calls for action. The event has not been scheduled but is
expected to take place this summer or early fall.

ADL Never is Now 2026 Videos
You can see videos of the main stage speeches from ADL’s recent “Never Is Now” summit on their
YouTube Channel: Click Here. You will hear some of the world’s most influential voices in the fight
against antisemitism. The talks are inspiring and timely.

Stronger Together: 
Temple Sinai Expands Efforts

to Combat Antisemitism

When We Speak Together, We Are Heard
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Ethan Shields: may 23, 2026
Ethan is the son of Rabbi Michael and Jacquie Shields and the brother
of Eliana. He attends school at Ranch View Middle School. Ethan is an
accomplished baseball player, holding down the positions of catcher,
pitcher, and 1st base. He is a participant in Future Business Leaders of
America (FBLA), dabbles in volleyball, and other sports. Ethan is an
accomplished collector of trading cards, focusing mostly on baseball,
some Pokemon, and a sprinkle of other sports cards to round out his
collection. For his Mitzvah Project, Ethan will be creating a series of
messages and videos to generate interest amongst the Religious School
community for the upcoming Mitzvah Day on May 17. He will also help
be a captain of one of the Mitzvah Day activities. In addition, he has
been preparing his trading/sports collection so he can participate in the
next annual cycle of Sports Card Conventions in the Denver area. He
plans to sell a number of his cards and use proceeds to support a
baseball charity that helps assure that all youth can participate in club
competitive baseball regardless of financial capacity. 

Charlie and Maya Pells: may 2, 2026
Charlie and Maya are the son and daughter of Laura and Eddie
Pells. Charlie’s hobbies include basketball, tennis, golf, and acting.
Maya’s hobbies include acting, singing, art, and writing. Maya and
Charlie are focusing their efforts on raising money and volunteering
for The Children's Tumor Foundation.

Emma Assouline: may 9, 2026
Emma is the daughter of Jason and Beth Assouline and the sister of

Maya. She attends school at Powell Middle School. Her hobbies
include reading, baking, traveling, and skiing. For her Mitzvah

Project, Emma and her family are buying food and cooking
breakfast for families at the Ronald McDonald House. They will also

be donating additional items needed by the 
Ronald McDonald House. 

B’NEI MITZVAH
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IN MEMORIUM
Arnold Berkman, brother-in-law of Dolly and Rod Corlin 

Franklin Kromsky, father of Debra (Joseph) Stasio, grandfather of Justin and Aaron Stasio 

Edmund "Ed" Pepper, husband of Marilyn Pepper, father of Bryan (Heather) Pepper and Jill (Todd) Kiefer,
grandfather of Nathan Kiefer

Tara Schoenwald, wife of Derrick Lamm, mother of Jordan Lamm and Sloan Lamm

Esther Silverstone, grandmother of Jacqueline Shields (Rabbi Michael Shields), great-grandmother of
Ethan and Eliana Shields 

Beverly Sunshine, wife of the late Larry Sunshine, mother of Leba Sunshine, Brian (Julie) Sunshine, Roger
Sunshine, and Stuart (Lisbet) Sunshine, grandmother of Nathaniel (Rachel), Benjamin, Madeline, Ethan,
Matteus, Eric, and Olivia Sunshine

Steve Susman, husband of Fran Susman, father of Gary (Renee) Susman and Julie Lichtman, brother of 
Dr. Morris (Ellen) Susman

Florianne Solin, wife of Steve Oxman, mother of Ari (Katie) Radetsky, stepmother of Chad Oxman and
Jennifer (Mike) Oxman

Zikhronam Livrakhah, may they be remembered for a blessing.

2026 graduation annoucements 

submit here!

If someone you love is graduating this year (from high school, college, graduate school or any other
special program) and you want them to be featured in a summer issue of Kesher, please share the
following information after clicking “Submit Here!” 

Full name
Institution from which they are graduating
Plans for next year (college/major/program, gap year, travel, et al.)
Senior photo or recent headshot 

Submissions are due no later than May 13!

We're excited to spotlight all of these wonderful accomplishments!

https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/2026-grads
https://sinaidenver.shulcloud.com/form/2026-grads


lisa thorner, executive director:
lisa@sinaidenver.org

learn more and apply at:
sinaidenver.org/what-we-do/scholarships 

WHETHER IT'S FOR SUMMER CAMP, STUDIES, A LIFECYCLE EVENT OR TRAVEL, THERE ARE SO MANY WAYS
THAT YOU CAN BE AWARDED AN EXTRA BOOST OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO FULFILL YOUR PERSONAL OR

FAMILY'S GOALS. 

TEMPLE SINAI IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE FAMILIES AND RESOURCES WHO HAVE DESIGNATED MONETARY
FUNDS FOR THAT EXTRA "BOOST." THESE FUNDS WERE ESTABLISHED FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS BUT

THEY ALL HAVE THE SAME COMMON PURPOSE - TO HELP JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS KEEP THEIR JEWISH
SPIRIT ALIVE!

THESE SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES ARE TO BE USED; IT FILLS THE HEARTS AND SOULS FOR EVERYONE
WHEN SCHOLARSHIPS AND OPPORTUNITIES ARE AWARDED. EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST AND MAKE THE

MOST OF YOUR JEWISH JOURNEY!

THE JEFFREY O. ROSENBERG MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP
The Jeffrey O. Rosenberg Memorial Scholarship for
Jewish Studies was created by his family to honor his
memory and to sustain his passion for Jewish
scholarship and culture. Each year this scholarship
will support:

1) Textbooks and course materials for Temple Sinai
members enrolled in higher education Jewish study
courses and rabbinic studies. Distributes up to $500
each year to one or multiple students. The applicant
should write a letter describing their Jewish studies
course(s) and the course materials they would like
covered.

2) B’nei Mitzvah tutoring for families: Provides a
student with $500 each for B’nei Mitzvah tutoring. 

BOOST YOUR CONNECTIONS THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS AND JEWISH OPPORTUNITIES!

ALLAN AND HELENA STRIKER SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Temple Sinai is honored to offer a new scholarship,
the Allan and Helena Striker Scholarship Fund. This is
a needs-based scholarship generously funded for the
purpose of supporting academically strong young
men completing their senior year of high school and
attending college the following year. The scholarship
amount is $2,500.
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PRESCHOOL UNDERWRITING FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Anne Nadler 
     Richard & Doreen Nadler

IN HONOR OF:
Brit Milah of Ari Figa 
     Stephen & Deborah Kramer

DONORS:
Lawrence Matten & Susan Krems

RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Esther Klievesas Silverstone 
     Marshall & Helene Abrahams
     Debbie Foster

RABBI RICHARD RHEINS
DISCRETIONARY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Nathan Aronson, Jr. 
     Judy Aronson 
Edith & Nat Backstein and Anne
Golombik 
     Bob & Linda Kirscht
David Braverman, Ellie Breggin,
Corrine Miller, Morris David Richman,
and Ralph Wingo
     Jody & Janie Braverman 
Sidney Glassman 
     Barbara Glassman
Dr. Stephen Gorden 
     Eli & Linda Osatinski
Kathryn Knezevich 
     Brian & Karen Kaehler 
Dennis Kroner 
     Richard & Susan Frank 
Beatrice Malin 
     Lawrence Malin
Jo'An Roth 
     Vicky Baker
Joyce Spritzer 
     Harlan Spritzer
Steve Susman 
     Fred & Lois Margolin

IN HONOR OF:
Hannah Hines becoming a Bat
Mitzvah 
     Steve & Kay Shraiberg
Rabbi Rick Rheins 
     Marshall & Carol Tobin
 
DONORS:
Dana & Pamela Wakefield 

RABBI ZWERIN DISCRETIONARY
FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Terry Kirschner 
     Sherrie Kirschner
Ron Ruha 
     Thomas & Marlene Ruha

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Phyllis Goodman 
     Hank & Sherrie Brandon

ROBIN'S WORLD PLAYGROUND
FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Ethel Karp 
     Jeremy & Debbie Lazarus

SCHOLAR-IN-RESIDENCE FUND
DONORS:
Marshall & Helene Abrahams 
Richard & Susan Frank 
Stuart & Judy Heller 
Lawrence Matten & Susan Krems 
Frank & Evelinda Urman

SECURITY FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Milton S. Patt 
     Richard & Althea Patt

DONORS:
David & Terry Appel 
Stuart & Jill Bombel

TEMPLE SINAI GENERAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Dorothy Bragg 
     Marc & Laurie Sorkin
Kenneth Heller, Randy Heller, and
Seymour Heller 
     Jonathan & Betty Heller
Jennie Lustig and Donald Vad 
     Lisa Thorner & Judy Vad
Yedida Rudawsky 
     Zvi & Staci Rudawsky
Esther Klievesas Silverstone 
     Mark Suprenand & Janet 
     Bronitsky
Chris Smith 
     Rick Smith
Dorothy Steinspair 
     George & Bonnie Chelwick

DONORS:
Stacy Pocrass & Terri Tilliss

WE CARE/SOCIAL ACTION FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Harry Goldman, Irving Kaplan, and
Sonia Lewis
 Mary Bleecher
 Gertrude "Trudy" Martin 
 Rosalie Martin
 Esther Klevesas Silverstone 
 Dan & Shana Cohen 

IN HONOR OF:
Linda Weinstein's Birthday 
 Grace Bach

ARNOLD L. GREENBERG MEMORIAL
FUND FOR INTERFAITH DIALOGUE
DONORS:
Kenneth Greenberg & Anna Menza

ILENE SHIROFF MEMORIAL FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Steve Susman 
     Wendy Vean

IN HONOR OF:
Marlene Siegel's Birthday 
     Wendy Vean

JEFFREY O. ROSENBERG MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP FOR JEWISH
STUDIES
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Jeffrey Rosenberg 
     Michael Shapiro & Julie 
     Rosenberg

JEWISH EDUCATION FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Sophie Eisenberg 
     Alan & Anita Eisenberg
Jules Lippman 
     Eleanor Deneroff

DONORS:
Lawrence Matten & Susan Krems

JULIUS & HELEN RING IST FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Peter Guthery and Sharon Schatzberg
     Jean Guthery
Esther Klievesas Silverstone 
     Jean Guthery
     Melvyn & Roberta Klein
Dorothy Steinspair 
     Helene Hoffman 
Steve Susman 
     Jean Guthery
     Melvyn & Roberta Klein

IN HONOR OF:
Debbie Foster and Brynn Tully for
their outstanding work during Purim
     Jean Guthery

MARILYN TOBIN MEMORIAL
FLOWER FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Gertrude "Trudy" Martin 
     Rosalie Martin
Bob Cohn, Elinor Debber, Gerry
Goldberg, Jerry Soble, and Dee Dee
Weinman
     Marshall & Carol Tobin

OSI & SELMA SLADEK CULTURAL
ARTS / MUSIC FUND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF:
Alan D. Laff and Rose E Laff 
     Ken & Barbara Laff

donations *Donations processed March 1 - 31, 2026*
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SINAI STAFF:
RICHARD RHEINS
Senior Rabbi
ext. 205
rabrheins@sinaidenver.org

MICHAEL SHIELDS
Associate Rabbi
ext. 204
rabbishields@sinaidenver.org

RAYMOND ZWERIN
Rabbi Emeritus
ext. 217 

RUTHIE LIPSHULCH
Cantorial Soloist
ext. 208
ruthie@sinaidenver.org

LISA THORNER
Executive Director
ext. 206
lisa@sinaidenver.org 

staff and board

President - STEPHANIE PODOLAK
Vice President - ROB EBER
Vice President - KATHY ZEIGER
Vice President - MARSHALL TOBIN
Treasurer - PHYLLIS BABICH
Secretary - ANA KOSER
Past President - DAVID EISNER

executive committee:

JEANETTE AMAYO
AL BLUM 
AMANDA BROOKS
REID GOODMAN
JEAN GUTHERY
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JERRY LASSOW

ADAM MELNICK
RACHAEL NARCISI
TAMARA SIEGEL
JOHN SPANBAUER
JIM STONE
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EMILY YATES

trustees:

LINDSEY BALTIMORE
Marketing Manager
ext. 210
lindsey@sinaidenver.org 

RACHEL CRAM
Preschool Assistant Director
303.759.0755 ext. 102
rachelc@sinaidenver.org

LOGAN WILLIAMS
Preschool Operations Manager
303.759.0755 ext. 100
logan@sinaidenver.org

SHEILA PURDIN
Director of Early Childhood Education
303.759.0755 ext. 101
sheila@sinaidenver.org 

WENDY APPLEBAUM
Administrative Assistant
ext. 209
wendyg@sinaidenver.org 
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KELSEY OLIVER
Office Manager
ext. 200
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LAUREN MIELZINER
Director of Business Operations
ext. 211
lauren@sinaidenver.org 

JESSICA WOLF
Operations Manager
ext. 201
jessica@sinaidenver.org 

DEBBIE FOSTER
Director of Engagement &
Programming 
ext. 203
debbie@sinaidenver.org 

BRYNN TULLY
Youth Engagement Director/
Family Programming Assistant
brynn@sinaidenver.org

MONA SPITZ
Director of Development
ext. 207
mona@sinaidenver.org 
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KEEP UP WITH TEMPLE SINAI

facebook.com/TempleSinai
facebook.com/SinaiDenverRS
facebook.com/TempleSinaiPreSchoolDenver

303.759.1827

3509 S. GLENCOE ST., DENVER, CO 80237

sinaidenver.org

MAIL@sinaidenver.org
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	AGAINST ALL ODDS? ISRAEL’S 78TH BIRTHDAY IS A MIRACLE AND A MITZVAH

	RABBI RICK RHEINS
	As you know, this is the year we celebrate the 250th anniversary of the United States and our Declaration of Independence from Great Britain in 1776. And this also is the year we proudly note the 150th anniversary of Colorado’s declaration of statehood in 1876. With so much attention rightly given to the significant milestones of our nation and state, I want to add a plea that we not overlook the birthday of Israel. Yom HaAtzma’ut, Israel’s declaration of independence from Great Britain, is observed on May 14, 1948, which corresponds to the Hebrew date of 5 Iyar. (Note that the 5th of Iyar falls this year falls on April 21-22).
	From its birth, the modern state of Israel has faced hostile neighbors and existential challenges. And yet, it has not merely survived these past 78 years; it has thrived and grown into one of this world’s great democracies. The Jewish State of Israel gave refuge to Jews from European, African, and Arab countries that had persecuted and oppressed Jews for centuries. Israel welcomed our Jewish brothers and sisters when they had absolutely nothing and helped to transform us so that once again we could fulfill God’s promise to break the yoke of oppression and to guide us to walk upright and proud in our land (Leviticus 26:13).
	Yes, one can confidently describe the creation of modern Israel as a miracle. For over 1,900 years, the majority of Jews were forced to live in exile. While a small remnant continued to live under the harshest of conditions in our ancestral homeland, Jews in the Diaspora kept our connections to Israel through prayers; the expression “Next Year in Jerusalem” was an ever-present part of our gatherings. For centuries, Jews faced murderous pogroms, oppression, humiliation, and slaughter in Europe and the Middle East. Well before the Holocaust, Jews around the world began to realize the necessity of a return to Zion in order to reestablish an independent Israel for our safety and well-being. Wise men and world leaders scoffed at the idea of Zionism. Many Jews also initially resisted the idea, fearing that we would be accused of “dual-loyalties” and jeopardize the delicate veneer of “assimilated acceptance” that provided some security.
	Throughout our long history we have learned that while God’s miracles provide opportunities, it is up to us perform the mitzvah. It took brave and principled men and women to organize a return to Zion. It took generous, hardworking, and idealistic people to purchase the land, to drain the swamps, to irrigate the
	desert, to plant the trees, and to build the towns, villages, kibbutzim, and cities of modern Israel.
	Against all odds? Perhaps. But miracles and mitzvot turn dreams into realities. It goes without saying that from her birth, modern Israel has faced unrelenting threats and opposition from her neighbors and from the descendants of the old tribes of antisemites and bigots who plague every generation. Some who seek to destroy Israel and attack the Jewish people are neo-Nazis; some are afflicted with the self-righteous arrogance of radical chic; some are sadly ignorant and easy marks for conspiracy creeps on the dark web; some are lost simpletons manipulated by rogue professors, professional campus agitators, and hired thugs. Those who are filled with hatred for Jews and Israel are probably a lost cause. But our mitzvah, our sacred duty to protect one another, requires us to be better informed. Unless we can better articulate the blessings of Judaism and Israel, we will find an erosion of our faith and family.
	To help us, Temple Sinai is proud to host an evening with Eylon Levy. From October 7, 2023 and throughout most of the war against Hamas and Hezbollah, the Israeli spokesperson who was the most eloquent and effective was Eylon Levy. He attended University of Oxford, where he received his Bachelor’s degree in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics in 2013. He received his Master’s degree in International Relations from the University of Cambridge. Suffice it to say that, Eylon is whip smart, funny, engaging, and by far the best advocate for Israel in the English-speaking world. He continues his public advocacy work, with a podcast partly sponsored by the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs and Combating Antisemitism. I encourage you to check out some of Eylon’s videos on YouTube.
	Eylon Levy will speak at Temple Sinai on Thursday, May 28, to inform and inspire us. To help cover the cost of the program, there is a modest fee ($15 for Sinai members and $25 for non-members. Students with school identification are admitted free.). Registration is required to ensure a safe and secure experience.
	Modern Israel and the welfare of the Jewish people are both miracles and mitzvot. We should never take for granted that we live in an era with a strong and independent Jewish nation. Let us celebrate her birthday by strengthening our bonds to our ancestral homeland and to each other.
	Becoming Who We Are Meant to Be: B’nei Mitzvah  at Temple Sinai

	RABBI MICHAEL SHIELDS
	From the very bottom of my heart, I want to begin with gratitude. Thank you for making Temple Sinai your family’s spiritual home. It is a sacred privilege to walk alongside your children and your families at such a meaningful moment in your lives.
	At Temple Sinai, each student is honored and treasured for who they are. No two learners are the same, and we take that seriously. We recognize that each student learns differently, grows differently, and connects differently. Our role is not to force a single mold, but to meet each child where they are and help them discover how Judaism can speak to them in a way that is authentic, substantial, and personal.
	This year, I have the added blessing of experiencing this journey not only as a rabbi, but as a parent of a Bar Mitzvah. Sitting on the other side, watching my own child prepare, struggle, grow, and step into this moment, has deepened my appreciation for just how powerful and emotional this process is. I feel the same pride, the same nerves, the same hope that you do. It has reminded me in a very personal way that this is not just about mastering prayers or delivering a speech. It is about witnessing our children become who they are meant to be, and about families marking that transformation together in a sacred and lasting way.
	Because of that, our approach to B’nei Mitzvah is not about checking boxes or cramming information. It is about cultivating a relationship with Jewish tradition, with community, and with one’s own emerging identity. Becoming a Bar or Bat Mitzvah is not a finish line. It is a beginning. It marks the start of a lifelong Jewish journey filled with curiosity, meaning, and growth.
	There is a beautiful teaching in Pirkei Avot, where Rabbi Shimon HaTzadik teaches: “The world stands on three things: Torah, prayer, and acts of human kindness.” These three pillars, Torah, Avodah (prayer), and Gemilut Chasadim (acts of kindness), form the heart of any B’nei Mitzvah experience.
	Each student engages deeply with Torah, not only learning to chant from it, but to wrestle with it, question it, and ultimately teach it. They explore prayer, discovering both the structure and the spirit of Jewish worship, and gain the skills and confidence to lead our community. And they embrace Tikkun Olam, acts of repair and responsibility, learning that Judaism calls us not only to study and pray, but to act with compassion in the world.
	Through this process, our hope is simple but profound: that each student fills their mind with knowledge, their soul with spirituality, and their heart with love.
	Just as each child is unique, so too is each B’nei Mitzvah service. We work closely with every family to create an experience that reflects who they are. We listen carefully, we adapt thoughtfully, and we strive to ensure that every family member feels respected, included, and able to celebrate fully. Our goal is for each student to shine in their own way, not by fitting into a template, but by bringing their authentic self to the bimah.
	Along the way, something else beautiful happens. Relationships deepen. Bonds are formed between rabbis, students, and families. Conversations emerge between a young person’s passions and the enduring wisdom of our tradition. These are not incidental moments, they are the heart of the journey.
	Truly, one of the greatest joys of being a rabbi is guiding students as they step into this next chapter of Jewish life. B’nei Mitzvah is not just a milestone to be celebrated, it is a doorway into a richer, more connected Jewish future. And we are deeply grateful to walk through that doorway together, with you, and with your children.
	Rabbi Michael and Jacquie Shields invite you to Shabbat Morning Service as their son: Ethan Abraham Shields  is called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
	Saturday, May 23, 2026 10:30 AM (nosh to follow)
	PLEASE RSVP HERE IF YOU WILL BE JOINING US FOR THE NOSH

	Temple Sinai’s 2026 Annual Event  Sunday, June 7 at 5:30 PM  Hidden Lights of Sinai: Temple Sinai’s Unsung Heroes  Sponsorship Information
	$500  Guiding Light Sponsor
	$1,000  Spark Sponsor
	$2,000  Shining Star Sponsor
	$5,000  Eternal Light Sponsor
	I am proud to be a sponsor at the following level:

	2026 ANNUAL EVENT: TRIBUTE JOURNAL  Honor Your Unsung Heroes: Hidden Lights of Sinai Sunday, June 7 at Temple Sinai
	Now is your opportunity to send a special thanks to your Unsung Heroes or make a tribute to our Temple!
	Temple Sinai’s Annual Event will take place on Sunday, June 7, at 5:30 PM at Temple Sinai. Join us as we come together to raise vital funds for Temple Sinai programming and activities. We look forward to celebrating with you!
	At this year’s Annual Event, every member of Temple Sinai will have the opportunity to participate in a new tradition by nominating their own Hidden Lights. Congregants may honor a family member, friend or fellow member of the congregation who has made a difference in their lives or in our community. Those submitting acknowledgements will have the opportunity to place a special recognition in our Tribute Journal, sharing a personal message of gratitude and recognition. This meaningful tribute allows everyone in our community to help shine a light on people who deserve to be celebrated.
	Tribute Journal Ideas
	Business Advertising


	TRIBUTE JOURNAL Size Options
	Size of Advertisement  Back cover (8” x 10 ½”)
	Pricing  $2,500
	Please send your text, photos or artwork (if applicable) by May 26, 2026.
	CCV:

	Please remit form to: 2026 Tribute Journal Jessica Wolf Temple Sinai 3509 South Glencoe Street Denver, CO 80237
	Contact Us: Jessica Wolf, Operations Manager, Temple Sinai (303) 759-1827 jessica@sinaidenver.org
	Deadline: May 26, 2026
	MAY AT TEMPLE SINAI: MUSIC, COMMUNITY, AND MEANINGFUL CONNECTION


	Ruthie lipshulch
	CANTORIAL SOLOIST
	Please mark your calendars for our upcoming Summer Musical Services:
	MITZVAH DAY ... TURNING JEWISH VALUES INTO ACTION



	Debbie FOster
	DIRECTOR OF ENGAGEMENT AND PROGRAMMING
	How to Participate
	On-Site Projects at Temple Sinai
	Off-Site Projects:

	Debbie


	MAY
	IS
	Each May, we celebrate Jewish American Heritage Month, a time to                 honor the history, resilience, and contributions of Jewish Americans                   and to take pride in the vibrant community we continue to build.
	The Jewish experience in America is a story of perseverance and hope.  From those who came seeking religious freedom to families rebuilding               after hardship, Jewish Americans have helped shape this country while holding fast to enduring values. Guided by principles like tikkun olam (repairing the world), tzedakah (charitable giving), and kehilla (community), our contributions have touched every part of American life.
	This month also invites us to celebrate the diversity within Jewish life                    and to reflect on our own stories and connections. Here at Temple Sinai,              we are proud to be part of this ongoing journey; honoring the past while nurturing a strong and meaningful Jewish future.
	READ                   WATCH                           LISTEN                   COOK
	CLICK ON PICTURES OR THE LINK ABOVE TO EXPLORE JAHM

	Supporting Temple Sinai Through Philanthropy

	club sinai

	SHEILA PURDIN
	Director of EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION
	Sheila Sheila Purdin


	*limited space available
	Brynn Tully  Youth Engagement Director/ Family Programming Assistant
	Upcoming Events:
	Storied Lives Closing Ceremony: Thursday, May 14,  6:00 PM RSVP


	TSYG & JYG
	JOIN US FOR WORSHIP

	weekly
	erev shabbat service
	SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN
	MONTHLY
	HEALING service/VIRTUAL AT 11:00 AM



	ADULT EDUCATION
	ARGUMENTS FOR THE SAKE OF HEAVEN BY THE LATE RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS  WITH RABBI RHEINS TUESDAYS AT NOON / VIRTUAL MAY 5, 12, 19, 26 (ON ZOOM)
	LUNCH AND LEARN COME LEARN, DISCUSS, DEBATE AND MEET FRIENDS  THURSDAYS MAY 7, 14, 21, 28  AT  NOON
	NEWCOMERS QUICKLY AND EASILY FIT RIGHT IN!  It’s a great way to learn and   meet new friends!



	JEWISH WAR VETERANS
	LIFELONG JEWISH LEARNING
	6:30-8:00 PM
	WEDNESDAY, MAY 13 AND MAY 27
	Join the Jewish War Veterans for their last meeting before summer break on Sunday, May 17, at Temple Sinai. A complimentary breakfast begins at 9:00 AM, followed by the meeting.
	Our speaker is Shana Goldberg. Shana is the Assistant Publisher of the Intermountain Jewish News. She was an honors graduate at Brandeis University and the London School of Economics. She edited an international relations website for the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology and also worked at an Israel advocacy foundation in Zurich. Shana will be speaking to us about her trip to Germany with the Colorado and Oklahoma National Guards to mark the 70th anniversary of the Liberation of Dachau and more!
	Only a few classes remain. Sign up here!


	Erev Shavuot: Tikkun Leil Study Program & Festival Service: Thursday, May 21

	...NOTES FROM OUR CLERGY
	SICK? STRUGGLING?  WANT A CALL OR A MEETING? INFORM THE RABBIS!
	B’NEI MITZVAH DATES ARE AVAILABLE IN 2027 & 2028
	INTERESTED IN BECOMING JEWISH OR LEARNING MORE  ABOUT JUDAISM? SIGN UP FOR THE NEXT  INTRODUCTION   TO JUDAISM COURSE!

	Temple Sinai Wednesday, May 27 6:30 pm
	Friday, May 29

	Looking to get involved?  Find more ways here!
	Stronger Together:  Temple Sinai Expands Efforts to Combat Antisemitism
	AAA Survey on Congregants’ Involvement.
	When We Speak Together, We Are Heard

	B’NEI MITZVAH
	Charlie and Maya Pells: may 2, 2026
	Emma Assouline: may 9, 2026
	Ethan Shields: may 23, 2026
	2026 graduation annoucements


	submit here!
	IN MEMORIUM
	Zikhronam Livrakhah, may they be remembered for a blessing.


	BOOST YOUR CONNECTIONS THROUGH SCHOLARSHIPS AND JEWISH OPPORTUNITIES!
	WHETHER IT'S FOR SUMMER CAMP, STUDIES, A LIFECYCLE EVENT OR TRAVEL, THERE ARE SO MANY WAYS THAT YOU CAN BE AWARDED AN EXTRA BOOST OF ENCOURAGEMENT TO FULFILL YOUR PERSONAL OR FAMILY'S GOALS.
	TEMPLE SINAI IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE FAMILIES AND RESOURCES WHO HAVE DESIGNATED MONETARY FUNDS FOR THAT EXTRA "BOOST." THESE FUNDS WERE ESTABLISHED FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS BUT THEY ALL HAVE THE SAME COMMON PURPOSE - TO HELP JEWISH HOUSEHOLDS KEEP THEIR JEWISH SPIRIT ALIVE!
	THESE SPECIAL OPPORTUNITIES ARE TO BE USED; IT FILLS THE HEARTS AND SOULS FOR EVERYONE WHEN SCHOLARSHIPS AND OPPORTUNITIES ARE AWARDED. EXPRESS YOUR INTEREST AND MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR JEWISH JOURNEY!
	learn more and apply at: sinaidenver.org/what-we-do/scholarships
	lisa thorner, executive director: lisa@sinaidenver.org

	donations
	*Donations processed March 1 - 31, 2026*

	staff and board
	SINAI STAFF:
	RAYMOND ZWERIN Rabbi Emeritus ext. 217
	executive committee:
	President - STEPHANIE PODOLAK Vice President - ROB EBER Vice President - KATHY ZEIGER Vice President - MARSHALL TOBIN Treasurer - PHYLLIS BABICH Secretary - ANA KOSER Past President - DAVID EISNER

	trustees:
	JEANETTE AMAYO AL BLUM  AMANDA BROOKS REID GOODMAN JEAN GUTHERY REBECCA HEA-WILSON JERRY LASSOW
	ADAM MELNICK RACHAEL NARCISI TAMARA SIEGEL JOHN SPANBAUER JIM STONE MELANIE WISEMAN EMILY YATES

	KEEP UP WITH TEMPLE SINAI


	3509 S. GLENCOE ST., DENVER, CO 80237
	303.759.1827
	sinaidenver.org
	MAIL@sinaidenver.org
	facebook.com/TempleSinai facebook.com/SinaiDenverRS facebook.com/TempleSinaiPreSchoolDenver





